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whole of the Bible, and could read the word of God in their own tongue.
The Sabbath was observed and great attention was paid to family religion.
The schouls were attended by persons of every age and sex, being taught by
native teacliers. The instruction rested on a Scripture basis. Tho question
of uniting religious antid secular trainiing haid ever been mooted among them.-
The sciool.book n.as a simple one, ilustrating the truths of Christianity. A
great revolution had1 also talen place in ilie social habits of the people. Poly-
gamy prevaih d to a, great extent, the marrage tie was scarcely known among
them, and it was the practic for hushands to sell their wives. They were also
mak-ing great, progýress in other ways. As they becamne more civilized their
wants ncreased antd gave rise to habits of industry. The surplus of their pro-
duce was sold to tra ling - cesels for clothing, &c. On that one little Island
there was more business carried on than in all lie surrouuding .Islands where
the people were involved in darkness. The people a short time ago commeni
ced the cultivation of cotton, wiich promise i tu be very successful. The first
load of it was shipped a flew weeks ago. There was a great desire among the
natives to carry the Gospel tg the Islands around then. This was the true
spirit of christianity. It was a bad evide.e of the state of religion in any
churcl when they manifested no concern for Cie ignorant around thein. The
Islanders were now aceustomed to make contributions for missionary purposesi
and a number of thein had gone ont as missionaries to other Islands. (Hear)
When lie received an application from the surrounding Islands for a Christian
teacher, lie generally mna-le it known on the Sabbath before to the congregation,
andi he lad seldoa to ask the question as to who would go, but rather wlhom
should be se,àt, some of the high chiefs of the Islands having sacrificed all
their property anil gone to the other Islands. Native agency was most im-
portant ; a greit deal h td to be done by their own p)eole under the guidance
of Christian missionîaries.

Mr. Geddie nc-xt alluded to the Island Eromanga, where Mr. William3 fell,
and where Mr. and Mrs. Gordon were eut off. This -et was committed frorm
ignorance awl superstition, the people believing that the missionary was the
cause of a disease which was sweeping themn ofl This put a stop to mission-
ary operations there for a time, but thcy were soon resumed, and a reaction
had taken place in favour of christianity. When the mission vessel touch-
ed there a few months ago they found a church erected on the npot were
Williams fell, the congregation numbering 120. The natives were also build-
ing four other churches. Another missionary ha.1 also ben sent there. Then
there were native teachers labouring on other Islands and fast preparing the
way for Christian missioneries. There were missionaries or native teachers
on six of the Islands of the New Hebrides group, but the most important bad
never been visited for missiouary purposes. It would iequire fifty mission-
aries to reach thei, and lie was nov looking for the n. Some years after the
work vas commenced, other missionaries were sent ont from the Church of
Scotland. and lie believed two others were preparing to ac2ompany hini back.
Nothingr would rejoice him more than to welcome missionaries from the Presby-
terian Church of Canada in these distant Islands. (Hear, hear.) There was room
for all these. In conclusion lie would commend the New Hebrides Mission to their
sympathies and their prayers. A.great drawback vas the want of mon. The pre-
sent agE-ney was altog, ther inadequate to the work before thei. Tlhe harvestwas
great but the laborers few. Pray God therefore that he will senl laborers
into the harvest. One of his objects in coming here was to reruit his own
and his wife's hlealh, lbut his principal object was tu inake an appeal fur mis-
sionary aid 5 for one or more missionaries fron thi-s Ciurch. le would nov in
the naine of lis nmissionarv bretiren on those Islanîds ask of this Synod and
Presbyterian Church of Canada to sentid forth one or more missionariles to aid
in the cauue of God on these Isahids. Thiere wa..s perhaps no pirt of the
heathen wo:ld wlere the e1l;ect of the iXl right be se.n in such unmitigated
form as on: tsclands. IIama 'injure appeared theri ils most abomin:able
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