
MEDICAL 'SCIENCE

ltion of suî,erfluious liairs-we liave normal tissue to
'et upori-one, in addition, which is v'cry resistant
to cxtcrnal impressions, and reaclily regeniera..
icrc ive need stroîîg cuirrents, because tic tissues

have normal chemiral and vital stability, and we
mnust produce coniîJICLC destruction or the papilla if
tic hair shall :10 be renewcd. It is not imipro-
bable in ihis case that the e*iectrolytic action nia)'
continue after the cc.ssition of the operation, al-
thoughi 1 arn inclined to attribute littie effect to
this.

lFor the destruction of nev forinaions, the nmore
succulent and of lov.cr vital resistance rcquirc lcss
current strength tlian tiiose conîpoied of tlîe miore
rcsisting tissues, stich as tibroids and v'ascular
g-rovthis. lFýibro-pigi nen tary growths (pigmien ted

nrv)are iisially very resistant to electrolytie de-
struction, anci require stroig currents and thorouugh

apition to thc wlhole affectcd surface if gooci re-
its arc expected.
Iii stricture of the arethra we have pathological

conditions whichi should react favorably to the
electrolytic current. EIýxcludinig stricture due to
trauinatisnii or to ulceration of the nitucous imcmn-
brane, the patlhological condition consists iii an in-
flammnato-y new% formation iii the submucouis tissuet.
'l'lic remioval of this infiltration by absorption is
raîionallv indicated ai-d after in miost, nîetlods of
treatîîîeiî of stricture. 'Tle method of graduaI
dilation by mecans of souind can onil% bc justified
and explaincd on the score of causing absorption of*
thc suibniucous infiltration. 'l'hie very, uncertainty
of this micthod shows that it (ails to bringy about
thiis absorption in so large a proportion of cases.
Th'le inethod of cure by internai uiretlîrotomyi3 seeks
to produce suich a change in nutrition tlîat the iii-
flanînîatory neoplasni will l)e ab sorbed andi thue
nîornmal calibre restored. Thlose wlîo hope to widen
a strictured uretbra 1b, a cutting operation with a
view of inducing nature to insert a strip) of cicatricial
tissue between the borders of tlîc incision, have
a clîildlike notion of pathological t~natormy tliat nu
tirme îîecd bc %va-stcd iii paying attention to their
opiniion. AIl surgeons 'vho stuidy pathiology
practically, and not transcendental ly, %wîil agree thaït
tic only possible way to cure a strictuire is to cause
absorption of tlîe su binucous i nflam nîatory deposit.
No mîethîod promuises theoreticaîly bo accomplish
duis so safely, pruniptlv, and thorougly as electrol-
V'515.
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Upon the principles stated in the foregoing pages,
this nîiethod scenîs the nmost rationally indicatcd
one. 'lhle clectrolytic currelît proniotes albsorption
by causing a cliical resoluition of the inflanînia-
tory infiltration. And this chemical resolution ot
the patiological tissue 1 believe possible %witliout
uinfavorable influience uipon the niucouis miemblrane
covcrinig it. Of course, the strcngtli of the curwn:t
muiist be properly graded to secuire îlîis miost dlesir-
alble resmit. 'Flic statemient somietiies iiîade that
electrolysis in stricture cai resuilt only iii tic forma-
tionî of a scar, and consequent coii:ractili ' y of this
tissue, is based uipon a nisapprehiension of whiat
takes p)lace.

Miîen Vessendeti N. Otis, nearly twveîî:y years
age, broug-lit to tlîe attention of the profession the
results of lus inquiries into the calibre of the
turethra and of iiîproved methocîs of treating strie-
turc, lie wvas sul)jecte(l to mich ridicule. To-day
the views of Otis are accepted by genito-tirinary
suirgeolîs the world over. 'l'lie uirethîroieter elimii-
nateci the personal equation an(l rcndered tlîc
(letection and nîcaisurenient of a stricture a inatter
of alinost nîathieiiîatical exactniess. Lintil lately
thue advocates of electrolysis, whetlîer applied for
tie relief of stricture 01r tibroid tuniors of the uiterus,
or otlîei pathiological conîditionis, have likewisc been
derided, ricliculed, or fflatly accusedl of lying. 'l'lesc
%veapoîîs, first uiscd with effect 1b, writers aiîc teach-
er~s of proiiniience, liave îîow lîcen picked upl by. a
mnnber of youîliful iniitators, wlîo, by reporting
one or twvo tnsuiccessful cases and incideîîtalîy
exhibiting their gross ignoraince of the agent thîey
are Iîandlling, endeavor to thîrow discredit uipon
a f)roce(lure which thîe), show that they' do îîot
u iicerstantl.

At a recent discussioni of the ierits of electrol-
ysis in the treatînient of uterîîîe fibroids an Enghisli
surgeon, whîo lias attained enîviable distinctionî as
an ovarioîoîîîist, cleclared bis inwillinigness to try
the method because hie %vas " a suirgeoni," and
eviclently thîoughit it bencatli bis dignit), to ineddle
ivîth batteries, needles, and nil liamipéren ieîrés.
I-is inmpertinience received a suddeuî chîeck, hoiv-
ever, wlien the twvo greatest living abdomîinal sur-
geons in tue Nworîd, Sir Spencer Wells and ThoiPas
K,7eith, asserted thîcir bel ief in the efticacy of electrol-
ysis and their intention of giviîîg it preference over
the kaife in ýail suitable cases in their practice..
'fhi hîumptiotisiess of this lgIii îaîis cxètly-


