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elhemical agente in destroying them.
Nor cari any objecte ho conceived more
likely to convey a powerful lesson or
'norle surely point a moral> than the
ocular demionetration of the germa -,hich
work siicb disaster amonget us... .Further,
Lhe knowledgr, of the existenice and life
history of germe -%vill nover ho of much
service to humanity so long as it is
confined to the medical profession only.
Ilonce the importance of the prescrit
laboratory in connection with the Inter-
national Exhibition at South Kensington,
serving as it does to bring before vast num-
bers of the public the germes themeeolves,
and expose in tangible roal.ity the exist-
once, secificity and characteristics of
eaçch."

ON THE INOREASE OP INSANTY, Dr. T.
More Madden, in' a paper read at a meet-
ing of the A.cademy of nedicine in )lreland
in August, inet., said, althoughi tho recent
increasc of insanity had been disputed as
a popular fallacy, even by pîychological
authiorities, including Lunacy CJommis-
sioners, the etatistical evidence of the fact
was incontrovertible. At preserit, one in
every 414 of the population of England
and wales is a registered lunatic; while
i 1800, fli.re was only onu lunatic in
'1,300 of the population. lIn 1806, there
,vvre 2,248 lunatics in England and Wales;
in 1819, 6,000 ; in 1823, 8,000; and in*
1826, 14,000. lIn 1.845, there wvas one in
800 of the popuilation insane, and thirty
seven years later, one in 414. lIn Ireland,
since 1851, the population decreased 12
par cent.,, antd there hias been an increcase
of 41 per cent. in the uumber of lunatics.
lIn 1851 the numiber wvaq 9,980, or one in
every 1,291 ; but laet year lb had risen tQ.
13','820, or one in 369. The increase had
been greater amongst women than mon.

EXORECTA AND DIFSEAsc.-In an editorial
i a late number of the Journal of the
.American .Médical Association the editor
writes: ',The prcigress of civilization lias
demonstrated no one thing more cleariy,
than that soit and wa, or contaminated by
the presence ini tbem of excretory and
refuse matters are capable of engendering
several of the moet distreeeing *and flatal
diseases we have te exîcounter. And yet
such contam~inationi bas çorprAenced, anid

is progressir ely in creasi ng wherever the
exeretione and iofuse are eitlher doposited
in cespools, sunk in.@the soi], or turned
througu sewo-rs into the neighboring «%va-
ters, whether of brook, river, lakce, or son.
The evil lias chiefly attracted attention iu
connection wvith the sewerage of cities
and manufacturi-ng towns, but it exi8s te
a greater or less degree wherever human
beinge become permanent residonts.

A SANITARY CONVENTION, under the
auspices of the Miichigan State Board of
Elealthi, will be hold at Eatst Saginaw
(Mich.) on December 2nd and 3rd; te
which wve have rceived an invitation, and
horeby tender our thauke for the same.

THjE 1 REFusi& PESTRUCOoR' le th6 name
of a very useful furnace recently învented
by a Mr. Stafford, engineer of Burnley,
which hias been doing such efficient work
in consuming street and othor refuse by
firi3 that it promises to be extensively
adopýed. Street sweepings, the offal from,
slaughter-houses and fielimongors' ehope,
and unpleasant -%vaste mattere of all kinds
treated in this furnace are rendered net
only harmiless, but are uonverted iute a
residuum wviceh cari be utilized fer mixing
with mortar, and for other purpeses.
Ronce the machine can be made almost
seif-supportin g-

KEw AMBULANCE.-The medical officer
of the Motropolitan Aeylum board hias
invonted a new ambulance. The improve-
ment consiste in a double layer of
perforated metal enclosing an absordent
material eaturated with a ' germicide,' or
destroyer of the minute microscopical
particles which ténd te propagate disease.
Frosh air ie admitted through modified
improved ' Tobin vontilators' of a bmr-
shape, with the lar-goeond open .ng
externally, -%vhilst the amallor extrouxity
inside the van le providod with a dis-
infecting air.chamber, constructod like
those attached te the other apertures or
windows. Thcse improved ambulances
arle in use by the Metropolitan Asylum
Board.

TnE LAST NumBERt of the Glasgow
,nitary Journal reports another out-

break of entoiei foyer, evidently ceunocted


