VoL XIV

", ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS.
. The A. C. B. Mixturc .. cocevievn.inns . 337
PROGRESS OF SCIENCE.

. A Year’s Experience in Tracheotomy.... 342
- Buttermilk in Sick Stomach............ 343
The Treatment of Tapeworm ........... 343
" Treatment of Chronic Ulcers of the Lex . 345
Simulo in Epilepsy «vovieiveeroioiiines 345
" Bichloride of Mercury in Diphthe ia and

Croup . 346
»+ Tee to the Spine in Obstlmte Von:u 348

'Deaqusmn.non in Scarlet Fever
- Hazeline in Menorrhagia. ,

Treatment of Angina Pectoris by the -
Todide of Sodinm 3
The Treatment of Corpulence on Phy«xo-
logical Principles. . .
Glycerine in Gastric Dmtm bfmccs
The Therapeutic Value of Arsenic in
Ansemia and Afrophic Conditions ..... 351
Belladonna Injection for Grouorrutaa.
Boroglyceride in Psoriasis . .....
Iodoform Collodién in Neuralgia, .
"'he Sargical Treatment of Gall St .
Useful Inhalant, .o.eoiierieioninnaiia,s
The Use of Carbonate of Amumonia in |
Cerebral Hemorrhage, Thrombosts and

“THE CANADA MEDICAL RECORD.

MONTR F‘ AL, DECEMBER 1 885

C ONTENTS
19 l

No. 3.

How {o Dm"nose Gonorrheea in t.he Fe—
male.oiiiiinieronenns.. . 355
Instroctions concernmg the Mzmagement

of Diphtheria. 355
Report of a Case of V‘xso-l’hatyngcal

Catarrh,...... reesavs 835
Incontinence of Urine i m "Ghildren. ... . 356
Pilocarpine in Croup, .. ......... teesenes 356
The Contagious Skin Diseases .,.......us 357

Nitro- Gl)«.erme, Nitrite of Amyl and.
Nitrite of s«lmm in Ca.rdmc and Renal
steasea

Treatment of Chronic ] BEraboliSm.. . ce.eiisersiinreraiarens. 35
'.[.’he I.‘tatm .B... C .. Membranons (‘toup, Dxphthcntxc Gtoup, . EDITORIAL.
Gonorrh(na Easily Cured . True Oroup ceaecroens. . 3 The late Dr. Marsden, Quebec. .
“Turpentine in Skin®Diseases 349 | TheRectam.....eccen. . Local and General........ ceres
Oplnm in Hcemoptyas ....... tvereresees 319 | Prescription for Alopecia RETICWS cvuvrianiannesiierdasnsacenss

o

@mgﬂml @ammmszwﬂé

THE A C. E MIXTURE

' 'lm'. st:r ANIES’I‘HETIC IN OBSTETRICAL PRAc—
TICE, ’ !

2

Read before the Montreal Medico-Chirurgical Society, Dé-
g -cember 18th, 1885, by A. LAPTHORN SMITH, B.A., M.D.,

M.R.C.S. -Eng., Professor of Medical ]nnsprudence,‘
Medical Faculty, Bishop’s College. ‘

“'In case that some apology for readmg a paper
“on this subject might be considered necessmy, let,
“me just for a moment recall the different anasthe-
tics-at present in use, and see if any one of them
fulﬁls all the requirements of the profession, either
m general surgery, or more especxally in mldWlfery
practxce.

’ The requxrements for the best anasthetxc are :
1st.. Absolute safety.

,znd Capacxty for producing anzesthesxa, either”.
complete or incomplete, according to the require-
ments of Lhe case, and for a long or short penod

itrous oxlde gas requires a’ cumbérsome
aratus m which to - carry it about, and as its
effects’. are obtamed principally by suffocating’
Apauent, as evxdenceé by the blackness of the
blood ‘n; can only be. safely admmxstered during a

perxod of time, so short as to suffice only for such’
a:xvzal operations as extr actmg teeth a.nd open"
ing abscesses, etc. For such it is perhaps the very
best possible, but, outside of the dentist’s office,it is"
almost a complete failure, while even there it does
not hold undisputed sway, when ever, by reason of
the number of teeth or difficulty of extractlon,
more than a few seconds are requxred to comp]ete‘
the work. . ‘ .
The great objéction to chloroform is the lack of
the first requirement, absolute safety. Now, when
I speak of absolute safety, I do notmean to credit

'this delinquent -with all the deaths that are put

down to its charge. It is manifestly unfair to put
down to the anwsthetic the ordinary chances and
hazards of life, and, still-less, when the chances of
death are consldermbly augmented by the unusual
condition .in ~ which the nervous system almost’
always is just before an operatxon—to ‘say nothing

-of the shock produced by the nature of the opera-

tion  itself. To illustrate my meaning, I may re-
cal two incidents; one related by Gross, that-of a
man’ who was to have a small - sebaceous cyst
removed from the scalp, and who, just before the
operation, dec1ded that he would not take an anzes-
thetic. The surgcon had scarcely touched him .
with the knife when he suddenly ceased to live,

‘Now if the patient had even drawn a smgle breath

of anazsthetic his death would ‘most surely have
been charged to its account. The other case nar-
rated by Mr. Holmes was that of an old man with
extensive disease of .the heart. He was placed
under chloroform, and the operation compIeted,
thhout any bad symptoms. = A few' days later he
fell down dead while walking across the ward.’ If -
the ordmary chances of life, onsxstent w1th such B



