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Dr. Taylor has re-modelled his work on Poisons in the present edi-
tion. As he very properly remarks in the preface, it is impossible
within the comnpass of one small volume to comprise all the principles
and experiences which have been enunciated in reference to poisoas,
The list of these articles is so comprehensive as to include nearly, if not
altogcther, the whole number of diverse agents that belong to Pharma-
cology. For the difference between a reme.ly and a poison is only one
of degree or of contingency. Within proper limits, and in conformity
to certain circumstances, every substance, even the most deadly, is either
harniless in general, or, under specific conditions, sanative in particular.
While, on the contrary, e7erything by abuse is injurious, and proves
deleterious. We know of nothing more toxic than Uydrocyanic Acid;
but still it is only relatively so; for, in suitable portions, no substance
is more efficient as a remedy. And again the usefulness and safety of
bread, as a dietetical article, is a matter of general assent; and yet if an
undue amount of it-" the staff of life " though it be-were takeii, death
would follow the rash1 adventure. Considerations such as these, there-
fore, shew that the most fit guide to choose in the determination of what
are Poisons is to accept the popular view of the question, and decide
from the records of historical facts. We shall then find that certain
substances in preference to others have been selected and employed with
a destructive intention, and of these, that sonie have been more fre-
quently resorted to than others. Such is the guide that Dr. T. has
followed, and it is the one which must bring the largest return of prac-
tical advantages to the reader. In speaking upon the courses an author
may pursue in the discubsion of such a subject, he remarks:-

"Or he may exclude those substances which belong rather to the history
thr.n the practice of the subject, and thus devote more space to the considera-


