
NOTZS OF TRAYEL IN CHINA.

nor esplanades, but one gloomy plain of dark anid decaying roofs fils
Up the space betwveen the river and the mountains. A few forts not
meriting a deseciption, a couple of pagodas ilot particuLarly eleganf,
an occasional group of trees, and official poles standing before the
residences of a in7indarain, and wbieh au authaor hais likened tu
"dismantled gallows,' eau be seen from an erninene.e, but their

variety gives but littie relief to the soinbreiless of the-, picture.
The foreigui merchants, (by which 1 mean the British, French and

American,) were confined to a fewv acres of -round on the river side,
which were tastefully laid out anid filled wîth différent species of trees
and plants.

About one hundred yards from ilie water were the Uougs3, or
Factories in iwhiehi they reside and transact their business. The8c
buildings were three t3tories high, and preâented a long frontage
fihling Up latitudinally the prescribed li:niits. They extended soute
distance in depth, it being customary in China to build bouses of
this description in rear of eath other, ail being accessible by ineans of
an arched passage wvhich rutis underneath theni. Between each
building, in the rear, was au area of a few feet square. These bouses
appeared as if buiît beneath a coimon roof; it was impossible
to avoid the unwilling gaze of a neighbour h to the opposite
bed rooni, kitchen or diaing room, unless by clo.siug the blinds
which would have imupeded the free circulation of the air, and
have miade the niatter worse.

The hospitalitv which strangers receive froni foreigners through-
out China is proverbial, as all travellers iii the country eau testify :
while in addition t<> this their acts of generosity to strangers 'n
distress lead one to believe that the old-fashioned virtueis of charity
and benevoleuce-.arc itot yet extinet, but exist in patriarehial
simplicity wherever they are most needed.

In the foreign gardens was a neat Episcopaliaun Church, a Club
House, arnd a collection of boats equal to those in any other part of
the world. The eity prooer is surrounded by a high wall, within
'which no foreigner is admitted. The gates are thrown open during
the day, and through. the zirchway, a gliinpse can be had of the pro-
hibited city. After once passing through a Chinese street there are
no inducements to go a >3econd time. There are two ini the neigh-
bourhood of the factories occupied by the foreigners, from whieh
stranagers usually niake their purchases. These are about ten feet
in width? and are always crowded with men and women, somne having
boxes of tea 8uspended frorn either end of a bamboo staff which rests
On the ehoulders; others packages of paper similarly carried.


