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TIHE INTER-RELATION OF INSECTS ANDi FLOWERS.-Durinig the last
eigaht years there have appeared froin the pen of Mr. Charles Robertson,
of Carlinville, ELI, several most interesting articles on the inter-relation of
jnsects and flowers. The tities are as followvs

.1oanical Gazette.
1886. Notes on the pollination 0f Asclepias.
1887. Jnsect relations of certain Asclepiads.
1887. Fertilization of Calopogon parvifloruis.
1 888. Effeot of the wind on bees and fiowers.
i 888. Zygomorphy and its causes : 1-II1.
1889-9-. Flowvers and insects : I-XI.

.Trans. Amn. Ent. Soc.
1889. Synopsis of North American species of Oxybelus.
i891-93. Descriptions of new species of Ncrth American Bees.

Trans. St. Louis Acad. of Science.

1891, i892. Flowvers and insects: Asclepiadacere to, Scrofulariaceo.-
UmbelliferS.-Labiate.

Mr. Robertson began ini 1886 to study the visits of insects to fiowers,
and by bis persevering observations hie lias succeeded in collecting an
enormous number of facts wvbich he lias published mostly in the Botani-
cal Gazette, and in the Transactions of the St. Louis Acadeîny of Science.
He lias studied the subject especially from a botanical point of view, and
has given particular attention to the attractions offered to insects by the
flowers of different species of plants, to, tle lieculiarities cf arrangement
of their different parts, te their coloration, and to the modifications which
many flowers seem to have undergone frorn their being constantly fre-
quented by certain species of insects. Sucb studies have nevertbeless an
inimediate bearing on entomology, as they give us at thie sanie trne an
insigrht into the purposes of insects in visiting flowers, into their habits of
feeding and collecting either nectar or lpollen, or both at once, and into
thie intelligence they display in order te attain thieir end. Thle close
attention thus necessarily given te iiîsects lias liad besides the natural re-
suit of causing Mr. Robertson te discover that ni any of those iîîsects
wliichli e ivas observing iii bis locality, Carlinville, Ill., had net even been
described. Therefore, he found it Ilnecessary at first te pay particular
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