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CHURCH UNION;\.

i. IS IT POSSIBLE?

0UR question refers fot to the invisible but to, thc visibleOChurch. In the case of the invisible Church, union is flot onily
possible, but exists and always has cxisted. Lt exists, too, indepen-
dently of us or of anything we can do or undo. Our question is

practical, not theoretical. Lt is concersied with hurnan effort, wvith

our prcsent duty and responsibility. It asks whether the present

divided stdet of Chiristendom is the normal, right, and only possible
condition; w'hether churches now dividcd, rival, even hostile, should
not4. nict on ground common to, themi; also, by what methods,
along whiat lines, and to what extent, efforts for union should bc
made-

Admittcdly the Churchi ivas normally one for the fiftcen

centuries- bctwecen M'%ose-s and Christ, tlioug,çh socicty thcn was dis-
unitcd by tribalisin, slavcry, and other causes that no longer exist,
and political tcndcncies cncouragecd the formation of small states.
Israci dcparted, from E gypt as a united body ; they left not a hoof

behind. Had thec been no0 union, there would have been no

Exodus. Their invisible unity would have availed nothing.
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