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Jacob's wvcll, or the sinile tlîat iii the hiouse of Silloi the Leper 1)earned
upon that woinau whlo wvas a sinuer !

Ouir clîurches are mostly wedded to di systemi of pev' renta] or pew-owner-
ship, whiclh, however equitable on business principles, is dilficult to justzfy
on grounds of Christian courtesy or cxpediency, and undoubtedly makes
a poor inan. feel that lie is flot wated. No doubt there is aL " pride of
poverty" that keeps imi out ; is tiiere not a pride of affluence thiat matches
that, aud vor Il the saine wvav ? No doiibt cvcry man should be willixîg to
pay a fair equivalent for whiat lie gcts. But the îneanness that would
avoid costs is not confined te any class. XYe ail like to buy things cheap ;
and that abominable " sweating systein" thiat is to-day grindîng the poor
te powder fiu<ls its xuainstay ini tie iiiiwillingtie.ss even of the rich, to, pay

fair price for whiat they bay. Should îvealth complain of poverty, that
it ivili îiot pisy for religions care audç culture, vhjile affluience is clothed
wvith robes stitchied by thIc hands of the starvingl ?Me invite the poor to,
our asseniblies ouily to insuit them witlî invidieous distinctions whlen they
corne. M, iie we write eqsays aucd inîtke appe-als ini behaîf of the " evan-
gellzatio!l of the iiasseq,"' Ne miove our chuirches tearistocratie sites, lire
for them costly prpaclhers snd singyers, encuinber themn witlî heavy dcbtS;
tlien, if we approaelh the poor at all, we do it through issoaa

4ragged sehiool," a mission tehapel-streteli out to thein a hand whiose kid
grlove ks a "noii-cond(uctor," and imaýl:e the impression that ive regard ai1
our approach to themn as a condescension and a patronage ! 1 know a
maun who makes thrilling addresses uiponi city evangelization, ani, who,
after a sermon, being souglit Ly a poor mnan iii deep distress, abruptly an-
swer ed his soul-linrer for sal 'stioii by the reply thiat lie " had ne time to
spend( tipOfl hM !"

Nio izudiscriiuiatA!, ritiliuu acuat is nme.ant aîXainst Christianity or
('bristius in this frank colnfession of the fauits of the (2hurcha . just as te
criticiseý or conideainu the attitude or ac-tioni cf ur goverumienit is flot an
assanit iipon rcpublicanismn or patriots. As O'Connellilmsed to Say, " Noth-
ing is ever settled tili it is settled riglit." If tluerc are big breacdhes ii ur
elhurch walls, it wvill flot do to, daul) theni over wvit.h iunteinpered mortar.
No doctrine of social relations, no practice of social life, whicli is inconsis-
t&ent withi the GXolden ule can pernianently stand ; autd it ks but t(>o p)lain
dui~t if our tlieory Ibo flot, our practice is, %vronig.

The openi life lieralds the secret life. What Ne really are %vil], sooner
Or' Inter, corne ont. As Charles Lainli quaimtly hints, "' lIe who, cats; garlie
ini secre vainly persuades Iiiniself lie will not Srnill of it op)elly." If greed
groverns a ruan of God, comuin folki Nvill find it ont. Every worker among
Vhe masse-- whe lizas bei mnarkel as a -%viimer of souls lias shoewn a sublime
indifference, t» money, and thc people hiave been constrained to say of sudel
as thie I>ope's aimbassador, of Luther, " That Germiam beast cares not for
gold.2' le wlio seeks souls, flot salnrýy, who cares more for a fruitful
field than a large fee, alud wlîose passion for the trtith amnd for men


