THE COLONIST

Winnipeg Grain Exchanee.

The following eatracts from the address of
President F. W, Thowpson, at the anunual meet-
iog of the '\ innipeg geuin exchange, will in.
torest the majirty of our readers.
out his opening remarks and tako what ho said
about farming firsy :

“Tho system of furming inthiscountry should
1 think, engage in a greater measure the atten:
tion of this exchange, and any practical sugges-
tions, based on our experienco in the handling
of cereals, tending to improved methods where-
by better results in the quality of grain pro-
duced might obtain, will undoubtedly be well
received by our farmers. The temptation in a
prairie conntry, where the land is easy of culti-
vatinn, for producers to raise a large quantity
of grain, without due regard to its guality,
is, without question, frequently followed
by unsatisfactory resuits, and not in-
frequently the country is made to suffer
from the want of a proper undersianding of
the causes underlying individual cases of fail-
ure. The same rule will apply to farming as in
business, in so far as a man’s ability to operate
within his means. It docs not necessarily fol-
low that a inan’s profits in trade are greater,
proportionately, for the reason that he is doing
a Jarger business than his more conservative
ncighbor; so, with farming, there should be
more of a spirit of rivalry in the quality of
grain produced from the soil ; and after having
acquired the best possible resuits in this respect,
as his means enable Eim to extend operations,
quantity will follow with the successful farmer,
in the natural order of things, to hia more per-
manent good. It must always be borne in mind,
that in a year of great plenty the world over,
the lower grades of grain are difficult of sale
unless at a heavy depreciation.  Fortunately
for our farmers, the shortage in foreign coun-
tries this year, has enabled them to realize bot-
ter prices than usual on the lower grades. We
have therefore every reason to feel thankful
wiih the result of our barvest as a whole.
W hile great praise is due to the Canadian Paci-
fic Railway Co., and others, for the efforts and
special inducements offered in bringing in ont.
side help to assist our farirers with the present
harvest, yet I think it rather unreasonable to
expect that extra labor of this kind can always
bo depended upon as waiting for such contic
gencies.  We quite naturaliy feel a desire to
advertise our large production, but value does
pot always follow guaatity, and it is well for us
to bear in mind that the value of a picce of land
in the older settled conntries is largely regulat.
cd by the quali. f its proluct rather Lhauthe
(uantity; hence thenecessity for our farmers us
ing the very best of sced,and putting under vrop
such quantity of land as cun both in seeding acd
harvest, be properly taken care of.  Throshing
from the stook is an evil ariving out of exves
sively large farming  Graio should be stacked
and allowed to sweat properly. It is a gues-
tion of but a very short time when buyers must
discriminate against wheat threshed trom the
stook as being uncertain for storage. Such
gvain is very lizhle to sweat after getting into
a bin, thereby causing heating, which results
in great depreciation of valuo. Aavber regrot.
able result caused by the leavivg of wheat in
the stook, is that fall pluughing cannot Lut

We leave |

otherwise bo seriously interfered with, a cir.
cumstance whith is to be deplured, as giving
rise to caveleas and inditferent farwiug.  Tathe
keenly contested markets of the world 2 goud
article wil! always obtain a full warket value,
while on the coutrary with inforive yualities,
tho fluctuations are uncertain and extrowe.

The prevaence of sinat in this cuuutey has be
come a troublesome feature in han.iling the crop.
The chief cause fur this no doubt arises frum
the sowing of poor seed. With proper caro
this cou'd ho overcome, as much depends on
the care aud judgment exercised by each indi
vidual farmer in the selection of his seed. 1
‘cel that [ caunot do better than quote from
authorities who have given the guestivn of st
every attention. It is necessaly that there
should be a note of warniug in time, and our
farmers will do well to refiniu from sowing im-
pure and smutty seed. ‘Through the medinm
uf the exchange, sairples of various scedweeds,
smut, cte., common to this country, taken from
mill cleaners working on this year's ciop, were
sent to Ottawa for ilentification.  Referring to
smut, Piofessor Saunders writes the seere-
tary : - :

sThe cmutty Lram 100 sent 1s wvery bad examp'e of
the hunt or stinking sipnt. T'ng ean begot rd of to a
vers larse ene nt by teeating the sean b fore sowang.
t'rom c\‘p~rnnm:s carried on at indiwm Head thes vear,
we ate ab ¢ to submut the followinz reanlts . When very
SMULtt) graim was sown sbout one-haid the crop was sinat-
ted The same gea ntreated 1 the proportion of a pound
of hluestone visolved in water and pnnkted on ten
bashels of wheat the proportion of smutty wrain did not
exceed 5 per cont  When one pand of bluestone was

used to 5 bushels the gean was almost entirely ‘tee from
sut.”

Many instances have oceurred this year where
the grain marketed was 85 smutted us to be un-
salableunless at a very heavy depreciation,
and when it is so casy to prevent the occurrence
of such cases, it is to bo regretied that farmers
should neglect to tuke the necessary precau-
tiony.  Authorities agiee that if the treatment
of sced grain could be made general over the
province for say chree or four ycars, this dis-
ease might be almost eradicated.  Among the
various weeds common in this country wild
buckwheat is one of the most prolific.  DBeing
an annual weed, we are essured this can be got
rid of by summer fallowing and clean cultiva.
tion. Professor Saunders writes :

*The sced of this plant beLins 1o ripen A conatderable
time before tho wheat i3 rcwdy to ent, and a large part
of the nipe seed will fall to the ground before the har
vesting, 80 that only a part of 1t {3 separated and got nd
of by the subecquent cleamng of the gram. it farmess
wo g take trouble to sumner fallow, they could get rid
of this seed.”

Probably the most dangerous weed is the
giant rag weed, better known to farmers as ken
weed. It isa large coarse plant, and matures
a great deal of seed, and is troublesome and ex-
haustive when growing amongst cereal crops.
Professor Floteher, of the Central Experi-

mental farm, Qttawa, referring to the weed,
xritea :
*Ia the Sonthern States it has been allowed toncrease

t sk ai Lxtend Lt L Las - ntirely taheu possession of '

several flelds and m July asd Auzr e i a characteristie
teature of the land-cape. It trequently grows ten to
twelve fece in heiche in tavorable localities.”

Puofessor Fletcher further adds that he has
scen it 8 feet in height along the bLauhs of
the Red river. 1a my eapericace in the milliog
business we have found it nc.essary to refuse
wheat containing this secd. uo matter hiow in.
viting was the quality of the wheat in itself ;
the seed beivg practically of the same size and
weight a8 a kernal of wheat, ccndors its separ-
ation 1n cleasing impossibie.  Being an annual
plant, clean cultivation and persistent attention

for a few yoars will cortanly erqdicatoe it,

which fact should recoive at once the conside
atiun and cavs , action on the part of thoso far.
wers on lands moce immediately tributary to
the Red river,

The ather samples of woeda submitted com
priscd lamb's gaartors, pepper g-ass, hewmp,
nettle, stinking wewl, (hetter known as French
weedy, wild sunllower. Cannda thistle, Manito-
ba thistle, ond ulack mustard.  The aubject of
eradicating weeds in Manitoba aund the North-
west i3 n very important one, and spocial atten-
tion should be directed to the nccessity of
farmers being more particular in following
wcthods of cleaner cultivation. Iam sure the
usefaloess of the exchangzo can be materially
increased by careful attontion and consideration
of such subjects as these. Buing an active bady
and its members coming in contnct wititall the
conditions of tradoe in the successful haudliog
and selling of grain, 1 seo no reason why the
knowledpo resulting from our experience should
not ho disseminated amony our farmers for
wutual benefit. It i3 pleasing to notice that
the farmers of Manitoba are turning their at-
tention more each ycar to mixed farming.

I understand this year's shipment of cattle
from Manitoba exceeded thoso from the cele-
binted ranges of Alberta, by about 30 per cent
As our exchange has a geueral produce branch,
apart from that of gram, we will, us, members,
aladly bail the day, when as a result of mired
farming, pork, lard, etc., will bo marbleted
throughout Manitoba in sutlicient quantities to
enable trading in theso products to take place
on our call board floor.

LAND UNDER CULTIVATION.
By the Provincial Government crop roturns

we finud the increase in the uantity of land
under cultivation this past seasun o be Inrgely

in excess of that of any previous year.

‘The acrcage of wheat, in the Province of
Manitoba, the past year, is stated to have heen
916,664 acres, yieldiog 23,191,000 bushel ; an
average of 23 3 bushels per acio.  Oats covered
303.644 acres with an average yield of 483
bushels per acre; and barley §9,523 acies, with
an average yield of 356 bushels per acre.
Doubtless these figures will be fonad to be
rather under thaw in excess of the actual re.
sults, as there is a large amount of threshing to
be done yet, and individaal yiel:ls of 40 to 50
bushels per acreare not by any means,au uncom-
mon thing this p1st season, as all of you are
pereonally aware It must wlso be noticed that
in the complication of the government reports
on yields only nbout one-third of the correspon-
dents sent in their 1cturns,  This fact calls
to our atteution the nccessity of urging upon
the Provincial Department of Agriculture the
adoption of moro perfect mothods of acquiring
information.  Qurs is au agricultural country,
almosy entirely at present, at any rate,the main
fundamental basis of our whole commercial
structare is the produvdun and hanlling of
grain, and it is most important, in tho interest
of the general trade of the country, not only
here but thevughout the whole of Canade, that
the wnost cutuploto and reluble information be
oblained cach scason and at more frequent
intervals of time. While we appreciate the
action of the Manitoba Department of Agricul.
ture in the past, in providing us with informa.
tion, the collection and distribution of a moro
extended system of reliable reports in this
respect, will soon make tho statistical biauch
of the department ove of tho most ‘importans
institutions of the country. I would suggest



