
GEOLOGICAL AREAS OF CANADA.

schists. Tt is through1 these ranges, therefore, rathoer than along the

lilco f the Il Jocky Moilltaîîîjs Il as Jefincd on inaps, that the core of

the great chiaiîi would semit bte continued to the north.

(2.) Tite District (f thée Ceairal TobeLm.-hsdistrict com-
prises the great plateau which exteuds fruin the 'elkirk and other

moulmtain ranges, on1 tho east, to the cascade ani Coast Mounitaîns

on, the -west. It lies at anl average elovation of fromn 2,000 to 4,000

foot above the sea, anda preseOts, for the greater part a more or less

m1ounitaînlous Characteýr. NIîînierolis lakes oecur 111)01 its surface

au'1l it is traversed by the ouîîîbia, Fraser, and other rivers, tlowing

nuostly in dlee 1 dly-cut otiannels or ios. Iii iliiy plaices it is thickly

wooded ; but gravell and coaaaieysterîlo tracts prevail over

considorablo areas, anld SWaua1îs are also niumeroUS. Su far as kiioývni

at p)resent, its lower rocks appear to cowsiat of egranitic, tloe m

micaceous formlations (mocre or less tilted or Contortedl), succeeded by

shales, Coli(g0 loîe rates, and l'ime(stoukes of Middle and -uppler Pahuczuic

ago ' mr oetstrata of alem tn aîboeshales and

Ints wîhbde lcanjc 1 it'udii1cts oprl f trappeaxi, and partly

cf scoriaceoius lava-liko, aspect)-tme whiole ovecîlaid, very generally,

bv accuniulations cf ',and and grave1 . Tte latter, as seen mure

eslpocillly ini thoe villeys of the Fraser, Tliompsl)on, and oblîcu rivers,

often forin sh1arpdy-deiied tenraces or. beaches at va ingii elevatiomis

on the lanks of tie cieur rocks. Tiese sands anïd gravels, especially

iii the streams which descend fruml the Cariboo ammd Guld rnealid

in thc Valley uf the, LoNver Fr-asor, al,( mo1re or less autriferousý.. Ttc
liguulite-bc)ariiig strata alnd asscte volic beds are probiably iii
part Cretitecmts, althougli chiefiy cf Cailnozoic age.

(3.) Tie (,,ust and0 l$estern .13ieutain Listrict.-This is essentially
an alpine region, -onigtc etr agin of the higli Table-auud,

an-IC extendl(iug frounl ttc latter to the coast-line cf tte Pacifie Ocean.
Witlu thc exception of soîne conuiparatively restricted ameas upunt the

Coast, as at the moubli cf the Fraser and ýsunaller rivers, it is occupied
entireiy by ttc nurtherni ranges, and thoir spurs, cf the Cascade
Mýounltaifla, whichl present an avera'go elevation, ini tis district, cf
from, 5,000 to 7,000 foot above bue son, with l>rtals here and there
a peak cf somiewvhat higher altitude.* Glaciers coeur in many of bue
higliier gorges; and decp fiords, bebween, in many places, high walls

*Mt. Bajker, Mt. 1uood, and Mt. Regnier or Rainier, altholigh referred to in Many works OU
phjysicýal Geogralýiy as bulonging to Biritish Colubia, lie south of thc Province bouiadarylifle
.U now adlopted-i.e., the parallel of 490,


