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The “Humanitarian” Duties of the Church.

Y :ch is the title of an admirable editorial article in the
li"llai Mumber of the Nutional Mugazine. It is the con-
: Q"'fatl)n Of.a series of papers by the Editor, under the
! I(O"a heading, ¢ The Christianity Required by the Times.”
Iy wrpropri.ate and convincing are these discursive essays ;
| Ningg heartily wish they conld be studied by all Christian
%, ST and by all church members. It is maintained by
?pir"‘ualolr" tha.tlhe.timos demand ¢ more of the primitive,
i, " ife of Christianity— a reformalion of its sectarian-
‘ndin "§ style of address, both in its publie ministrations
Wape, Social life.”” The question suggested by the present
1%4 n; We deem to be of grave importance. The word
A la"l(arian ?? has become ¢ specific,” says the editor,
{ing N-lGChnical in the language of reformers.” ¢ We
[ty (Jel N it all the great reforms of the age.” Many sin-
thy, “'Mislians have taken alarm, because the infidelity of
LY sge bas aliied itself with many popular movements, and
iby, t‘{ take the lead in many reforms absolutely demanded
oy ¢ '"PES; and it is to be feared that not a few have
Rey, b““lh suspicion on valuable plans for social improve-
Page, * 8€ause irreligious, if not sceplical, persons have pro-
LT F approved them. There is evidently something
I tleg,. 'heTe. Is it to be admilted that infidelity is more
R'g}.‘led respecting human wrongs or human wants,
‘h%e hr'slianily? We think not. Bat it is possible that
hmri"hf’ only, or chiefly, regard man in 1elation to his
r"Peca' Interests, may arrive at many sound conclusions
"¢ his rights, necessilies, and duties. And it is
e‘“i“s’ that if. the Christianity emvodied in the church
o *1S only the spiritual needs of mankind, and makes
trm :nly for spiritual life, then there will be neglect of
"ill 8 essential truths relating to physical health and
gy, OPPiness. Is such neglect warranted hy Christianity
g, No; but the possession of that divine boon is human,
kin, , “Tefore fallible ; and so may separate what God has
‘h'i t"{yﬂher. He who regards only the body, forfeits
W, , Mimable gifts of grace, and however prosperous he
ty, “COme, dies as the fool dieth ; while they who incul-
fh“ ':ny the lessons of spiritual religion, seem to forget
g, 0 has 5 body as well as a soul ; and hence, in many
el 8 and for many ages, ¢ humanitarian >’ duties were
Th,. U2 if not despised, by Christian men.
"nohone 1S a class of Christians who receive, with peculiar
lhy ) 8 of delight, any profound and eloguent exposition of
kiud. “ufficiency of the Gospel to elevate and purify man-
el‘i"le hey fancy that ir such a proposition lies a dis-
Mlicr °t: those associations formed for the mitigation of
taggy evils, or the social advancement of the working
% 20 the progress upward of the lower orders. Perhaps

]1 .
"ti.,n“:p: orfator meant no such thing; but they have a

t Christianity is a powerful antidote against human
k
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vices, while they themselves cling to some darling propen-
sity, or decline to yield their conscience to that standard of
self-denial which may be established by certain voluntary
associations. These stand aloof from any combination which
demands practical exertion and self-sacrifice. Religion and
the church, say they, are all-sufficient instruments of power
to raise and purify mankind.” Their ethics embrace faith
and feeling ; but all the while iniquity abounds ; and mil-
lions are not,and cannot be, reached by the influence which
they deem all-powerful to cleanse from sin and heal of
moral disease. The gigantic evil of intemperance has grown
up around us, in the midst of Christian teaching and educa-
tion. It was attacked directly and specitically, and was
treated as a ¢ stupendous denial of the Christian religion ;”
and now we aver that the ¢ Christianity required by the
times > demands that the whole church (not this or that
section of it) should identify itself with the movement for
the suppression of drunkenness and the abolition of the liquor
traffic. We admit, with the editor of the Natlional, that
“the Temperance reform originated with the church.”
Others, probably not under Christian influence, took hold of
the movement, zoverned only by ¢ humanitarian”’ views,
But that was not a sufficicnt reason for the church with-
drawing its sanction and approving acfivity. On the con-
trary, * now should the whole Chiistianity of the land rally
to ts standard, and force the public opinion thiough the
ctisis.  Lhe religion of the counlry can do it,” and vught
to do it. Every Christian minister, and every member of a
Christian church, should be known and recognized s an
enemy of the liquor traflic; and in some definite way their
power should be telt, as directed against an evil more ruinons
than war, more destructive than pestilence. Great numbers
practically concur in these views, but there are yet many
who do not ; and we are persuaded that the power of the
church is not telt, because of the prevalence of defective
opinions, and an over scrupulous fear of worldly contamina-
tion.  What is worse, there exists much moderate drinking
and social tippling. We know it to be so, and we denounce
it as the secret cause of an uaexpressed hoslility to the
temperance cause, or a cold and general approval of tem-
perance effort, unaccompanied by any activity for the
removal of the nation’s greatest curse. And (we quote the
Nationaly « the whole history of Christendom is against the
idea that the general inculeation of religious truth, without
its specific application to public evils, is a sufficient mission
for the church. But would it be safe, some may ask?
Would it not bring it into violent conflicts with public sen-
timents and public men ?  Yes, until the latter learned that
its integrity was inexorable ; and then the conflict would
purify the church and save the world. It is this positive
reformatory spirit that the times demand in the church.
Our position,”” says the National, “is a plain one, and
admits of no evasion. 1t is, summarily, that Christianity
presents a sufficient and intelligible test for all public ques-
tions that have important moral relations, and that it should
apply it openly and uncompromisingly to them, wherever,
by becoming the prevailing faith of a people, it becomes
responsible for the public morals.” In this sentiment we
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