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CANADA TEMPERANCE ADVOCATE.11
<fv vces, while tbey themselves dling to some darling propen-

~~ftla~ ~rcnneancc '~~oCnt. sty, or decline to yield their conscience ta that standard of
T' seif-denial whichà may be established hy certain voluntary

MONTREAL. APRIL 15, 1,-53. associations. These stand aloof from any comnbinatioli which
deinands practical exertion and self-sacrifice. Religion and

~1.'ie Humnitria" Duiesof he hurli. the church, say 'bey, are alI-sufficient instruments of power
le Hmantariu "Dutis o theChuch. to raise and purifv mankind.* 'fhir etbics embrace faith

11 1c s the title of an admirable editorial article in the and feeling ; but ail the wvhile iniquity aborinds ; and mil-
miut trber of the National Magaz-ine. It is the con- lions are not, and cannot be, rcached by the influence wbich

tle'nof a series of papers hy the Editor, under tbe (bey deem all-powerful to cleanse tromn sin and hea a
b~teading, e The C bristianity Requi reil by the Times.', morat disease. The gigantic evil of intetrperance has grown

4eappropriate and convincing are these discursive essays ; up arotind us, in the midst of Christian teaching and educa-

lil .o hartlywisi heycold e tudedby ail Christian lion. Il %vas attacked directly antI specifically, and walq
the l ad b ai chuclimemers Itis inaintaineil by treated as a "9 stupendous denial of the Christian religion ;

,t'hrthat file times deînand 4" more of the primitive, ami now vie aver that the "e Chiristianity required hy the
alife of' Christianiy- a reformation of its sectarian- times Il demands thiat the wvhoIe churchi (flot titis or that

q4ediS style of address, both in its public ministrations section of it) should identify ilself with the inovement for
Papi Soc'i lite."1 The question suggeâtetl b>' the prcser.t the suppression of drumkenness and the abolition of the liquor
t
î ~Wt deprm to be of grave implortance. Thke word traffic. W'e admit, with, the editor of the Naitional, that
91 iflrgntariarn " haq become il specitie,"1 says the editor, "l the Ternperance >reform, originated with the ctutrcli."
.'ot . echnical in, the language of reformers." Il We Others, probabl>' not under Christian influence, took hold of

In it ail the great reforas of the age.11 Man>' sin- the mnovement, governed onil> by ci hurnanitarian Il views.
rhî''stians have taken alarm, because the intidelity of But that wvas not a sufficic-it reasoît for the church with-

Itrhebas allied ilseif with man>' popular imovenients, and drawing its sanction and approving acfivit>'. On the con-
by ' t take the Iead iii rnany retorms absolutely demanded trar,"l nowv should the whole Chistianity ot the land raIlly

er4 tirues ; and it is to be feared that îlot a few have to !,ts standard, and force the pub)lic opinion thiutgh the
kt W~hsspicion on valuable plans for social improve- cisis. lite ireligion of Ihe cou7iiry con do il," and ouglit

è%t becauýe irreîigious, if liot scephical, persons have pro- to do it. Every Christian minister, anud evet>' inember ot a

ht O approved themn. Tîiere is evidently somethina- Chriqtian church, should. le kriown and rcco',ti7zed as ai)
tlen&.ere. Is it to be adînitled that infidelity is more enerny of the liquor traffic ;and in some detinite way their
tilg1lited respecting human wrongs or hurn waîîts, power should be teit, as direcled against an evil more ruinous
%o,,eh ristianity ? We think not. But it is posibi:le that tItan war, more destructive than pestilence. Great numbers
kt *hO only, or chiefly, regardmnireaont his practicaîlly concur in these viw, u there are yet many
ttt,, Iflterests, ma>' arrive at man>' soiand conclusions who do riot ; and wie are persuaded that the power ot the
%Pecîing hi5 rights, necessities, arîd duties. And it is churcli is not teit, hecause of the prevalence of defective

that if- the Christiani:>' embodied iii the churcb opinions, and an over scrupulous fear of worldly contamina-
eoton 8 n' the spirituial needs of mankind, and makes tien. What is worse, there exists mucli moderate drinking

ttelt 01'Y for spiritual lite, then there will be neglect of and social tippling. We knotv it to be so, and we denounice
%t.[id essential truths relating 10 physical hecalth and it as the secret cause of an unexpressedl hostilit>' to the

.li hI k .M
ltIlf? 'Ppiness. Is such neglect warranted b>' Christianit>' temperance cause, or a cold and general approval of tein-
th No; but the possession of thal divine boon is human, perance efibrt, unaccompanied b>' an>' activit>' for the
ii Cr before fallible ; and so ma) separate what God has remoiral of the nation'ls greatest curse. And (we quote the

t4. tether Ile who regards ouI>' the body, forfeits National) ce the whole histor>' of Christendom is against the
~,8Imable guifs of grace, and however prosperous lie idea that the general inculcation of religious truth, without

tkty eotrne, dies as the7 bol dieth ; while they> who incul- itý specitic application to public evils, is a sufficient mission
%lit 'l3' the lessons of spiritual religion, seemt t forget for the church. But would il be sare, some ma>' ask?

i4 hnbas a body as weil as a souil ; and hence, in many WVotld il no( bring il int violent conflicts with public sen-
kti1)and for man>' ages, "ehurnenilarian "l dulies were tiinents and public men ? Yes, until the latter Iearned that

, te i f not despised, b>' Christian men. its integrity was inexorable ; and then the contlict would
ekt s a class of Christians wvho receive, with peculiar puni>' the cburch and save the world. It is Ibis positive

t4~ lois 0f delight, an>' profotînd anti cloquent exposition of reformatory spirit that the limes demand in the cbtîrch.
ki1w ~îilciency of the Gospel bo elevate and puni>' man- Our position," says the National, leis a plain one, and

tl f T ey fancy Ihat ir. such a proposition lies a dis- admits of no evasion. It is, sommaril>', that Christianit>'

4- f those associations formed for the mitigation of presents a sufficient and intelligible test for ail public ques-
48se OVl or the social advancement of the wvorking lions that bave important moral relations, and that it sbould

%t tes or the progress upward of the lower orders. Perhaps appi>' il openl>' and uncompromisingly to them, wherever,

j ie%'Pit orator meant nio such thing ; but th e> have a b>' becoming the prevailing faitb of a people, it becomes
S tIt Christianit>' is a poweriul antidote against buman responsible for the public morals."1 In this sentiment we


