RELIGIOUS DUTIRS OF PARENTS AND HLADS OF FAMILIRS,

is best secured, where the matter and the words are of
immediately Divine inspiration, and to us, Davd's
Psalmss scem plannly antendud by those temns of
psalms, and hymns, and spiritual  songs, which the
Apostle useth, Eph. v. 19; Col. hi. 16, But it is
meet that these davine compositions  should be repre-
sented tous in a fit translation, lest we want Da-
vid in David; while his holy ecstacies are delivered
in a flatand cold eapression.  T'he transfation which
is now put into thy hand cometh nearest to the original
of uny that we have scen, and runncth with such a
flucnt sweetness, that we thought it fit to reconmend
it to thy Christinn aceeptance, some of us having
used it already with great comfort and satisfaction :e—
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discharge of the duties devolving on him as a pa-
rent and head of a Numly. Por this is the testis
wony of Gud concerting huni—¢ For I hnow hun,
that he will command lus clildeen and s house-
hold after him, and they shall keep the way of the
Lord, to do justice and judgment : that the Lord
may bring upon Abraham that wiich he hath spo-
ken of him.”

1. The nghts and duties of heads of fami-
lies are ordamed and enjomned by God—or 1n
other words, famuly government is a dwine jnstitu-
tion.

This averment wiil be readily admitted in regard
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BELIGIOUS DUTIES OF PARENTS AND HEADS OF
FAMILIKS.

The testimony wlich i3 borne to the reli-
gious character of Abrahamn is uniformly sustained
throughout the brief history of this patriarch.
Traces of human imperfection, indeed, appear in
somne of the incider's of his hfe, but they are im-
perfections of the lightest ol.2des—not of thatdark
and aggravated kind which we discover in the cha-
racter of many who i other respects were honoura-
bly distinguished. It is manifest that in the gene-
ral tenor of lus whole life, he mantained a habitu-
al trust and dependance on God ; that tius haditu-
al disposition was cherished by the constant exer-
cises of piety ; and having maintamed the begin-
ning of his confidence steadfast unto the end, he
at length died in the faith, and was admitted into
the city for which he looked—*the city which hath
foundations, whose builder and maker is God.”

It is not my intention, however, to delineate the
general excellence of Abrabaw’s character, but
to draw attention to one of the particular vir-
tues for which he was distinguished~lus faithful

ssarily
from the relation in wincls the parties stand towards

each other. The express enactment of the moral
law 1s founded on tins relationship ¢ «Hononr thy
father and thy mother: that thy days may be lon:g
upon the land which the Lord thy God giveth
thee,” It is true, this divine command merely de-
clares obedience to be the duty of children ; but
the duty to obey, implies also the right to rule or
command. A parent who does not wisely rule, is
as much guilty of a breach of this command, as a
child who refuses to obey ; for legitimate obedi-
ence on the part of the child presupposes legiti-
mate command on the part of the parent,

I put forth this statcment at the outset thus
plunly and explicitly, because I fear that the pro-
per foundation of parental authority is apt to be
forgotten in the practical management of children;
foraif the parent forget thi.. ins authority is found -
cd on nature, and on the law of God adapted t0 item
there is great danger that the child may forget this
too ; and proper authority being thus subverted on
the one part, proper subordinution will be subvert-
od on the other, and the benevolent intention of
the divine law will be frustrated. 1lence I would
say, that if & parent yield up the authority with
which God has invested him, and cease to com-
mand his childrenand his housel.old : andif instead
thereof, he should descend to the arts of coaxing
and solicitation, he is guilty of transgressing the
law of God, and is most likely to encounter
frequent disobedience on the part of his children,
because he rehuguishes the influence of that su-
thority with which God has invested him,

When we speak of the right and duty of a pa-
rent to comman!d lus ciuldren, we do not mean that
he should excrase this right or perform this duty
m stern and mperious Janguage, We do not



