
1.118 ECCLESIASTICAL NOTICES.

first tLu y cars JfOur existence as a Chiurdib, during severat years of %vbich period,
you perfornmLd a large amnonut of strictly mniesionary labour, in addition to the
regular dutles of ii Pastoral charge of the Church. At that time oui' mnember-
shii) w.ýs ït,.ttet-etl over, not only this township, but a1,,o the neiglibotrîng ones of
Pickering atid Darlington, and the overdight of so wide-spread a cougregation in.
volved a g reat aniount of mental and bodily exertion. :

Being ns yuu Nverc the first eduetîtedl îninkýter ini this part of the country, whien
edlucational and nioral institutions wero unfurmed, or in their infancy, you feit
called upon tu txert youreclf in formning and asstin& ail mnsures for advancing
the be8t iinturcsts of society ini these resýpects, and in su cxerting yourself, youi
wielded a gm'eat influence for good.

The cfl'oîts y ou lidive mnade on behaif' of edtieation in this locality have already
been ackrîj%]utikged in a beconiig mnanner by the Teachers' Associaton of Whitby
and the friends of education generally.

During the w hoIe period or twenty-five years of our existence you have con-
tinued a. F.tbhful WVatchmnan upouî the Towers of Zion, holding not, backi fronm any
goud woî'k, being cver ready for 'vhat was good, dealing forth tu as constantly of
the Wurds of Life; doing the workz of an cvangclist, rnaking full proof of your
ministry.

While su c-ontitiuiug to disebarge your high duties, you have declined 1nany of-
fers of adv atmient and Norldly profit, that would bave taken you fî'oni us; you
have inade pui-bonil sacrificus for oui' sakes, you assisted us thi'ough early trials
when it w.îs easier to have left us to struggle with ont you, and our present contin-
ll.ulce aU 4a Chut-ch i,, due, under Providence, toyour coutinued labours in, ui bohaîf.
It is not often that a Congriegation is favored wvith theceontinucd ininistrations. of
une P'abtur foi ,o long a periud, and our happy lot is to us a cause of gratitude and
thatikfulticss to the Giveî' of nll good.

lu conchuâiun ýN e way txpress a hope that you may long be spared to labour ia
every good ivork.

Sigueipd On behiaîf o)f the congregation.
JOHN~ MfriAEL,
ALEX. BUaRNr,
W. TEMPEST.

To tlîe forv .going Address Mr. Thornton replied in feeling and appropriate
tenums, exrsighi-. grateful sense of the lionor designed foi' him by the occasion
and the ad<trés. Th'le speech was of' more than ordlintry interest, and àl is inatter
of regret tri the writeî' that a treacherous memory prevents hiin giving anythillg
like a lucid outline of what was so well said by Mr'. Thoraton. 11e referred to the
-providentimîl eireuinstances that led to bis lu1t being east lu the locaîIity,-to their
eali an(1 hisi Qpttleitieut amnongz;t thern,-to, the early difieulties, ecclesiastical and
political, whieh the congregation had to, eucounterv-and to th, nunierous vicissi -
tudes dîî'ciugh which it hxid pâssed. Hie stated thlit the Church, when conistituted,
consisted of twventy-five înenbers,-that the Lord's Supper %vas dispensed for the
first tirne about seven nionthis after his settiement, and by that ime the mnember-
ship hiad ineaed to seventy six, of whom not more than six or seven weu'e fund
ln vonneetirin at the ex piry of ten years, the great majority haviug renioved to,
other lilealitîeo. Hie a Iludcdl also to the fact that the couguegation (and, hie wight
have added, bis owil rnissionary labour's,) had beezi the parent -of' other coDcgreg&a-
tions la the ueighbauriu. townships, by -which il suffercd nuineu'ical loss for the
general u! nd that more recently the sphere of bis labour had beuen greatly
nars'ow'ed, the uiortiiern portion having been foried inito a separate eongi'egation
at Co luibu -, by wicih more than one hiaîf of thec mcmbership wvere nt Monce set
Oiff. fle sad hie greatly rejoiced in the prosperity of the varions off-shoots, and
trusted that lic and the comparative remanant would se cause to t'aauk God and
iake courage.

INr. Tlit'rtton's reply was listened to with deep interebt by the large assembly.
Represeutatives from three or foui' of the congi'egations fornxed by Mr'. Thorntun'a


