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NIGHUT SHOWING KNOWLEDGE.
)xe eve, at my window I thougzhtlully stood.
Looking out on & prospectof beaaty s
Aud {t pleased me to watch tho brigt maon, as she went
*)n her calm silent course, as if only intens
Qn fuliiling her evening duty.

From the west, as [ gazed, sone dark clouds therenrose,
Which tiecatencd ter splendaar ta hides
2 Bue thaugh they camo raar, they soon vauished nway,
Aud, dissolved in thin alr, they obscured uat a ray
Of theglory I sax with such pride.

Qnce. {ndeed, she appeared almost 2Lora of bier beams,
Aud her Joss [ began to beroan;
Dot soon she emerged, and I saw her appear
With s facs of more beauty—a izl too, inoge clear—
£or the transient cclipse shio had koown.

Witk Joy and delight shie again sccmed o shed
Her Beams o'er thie beaatifal carth;
As it gshe delighted His glory to show
1¥hose brighiness she embiemed to mortals below,
Apd inelte them to Acavcaly mirth.

Mxhooght that this scene pictured bom, to the mind
The coarse of the Christtan throughlife.
For how oft, in kiis hinly and hceavenly carcer.
EHave dark threatening cloads made him tremble with fear.
Ag he 1w them with misery site!

“ Volames and vast ™ they cameon, inthe shape
Of sins. and temptations, and woes;
Apd they frowned {a approsciing, and seemed to declare,
Your light shall bedarksess, sour bright hope shalt ne'er
Qn tho rock of zalvation reposo?

‘Then, berassed with fears, aud with denger alarmed,
Hgq bxs shrunk (rom the storm that dtew nighs
And—* tho Lord has forpotten his merey to pour,
&y God will remember his scrvant no more,—~"
Was bis sad sad discousolstecry !

Procious ard dear then dacams to his sout
All bols ana hicaveniy things.
And fear and bright hopc both impelled him to flec—
where only a Ckristinn’s sure refage can he—
"Neath the shedow of God’s mighty wings.

There.calm and resizned, he hies watched for the waves,
Nor Ueea stunned by thelr deafeaing roar s
He 100ked—Lther had Ged—like the dew of the morn,
Or.the cdond that animtant o'ershedows the dawn,
Theydispereed and o saw them to more!

Though sometimes indeed he has felt the rade storm,
And alfsaalk inthe dopths-of distress;
Yee tao Lord whn atticred, hag felt for his woc,
Has straiched out higarm tender merey to show,
Aud graated himsignal redrese.

Like gold thagis triad o the fre, be's been mede
ors f¢ for the kingdow of God,
And trials have taoght him o say. * It is 2ood
That In derk and in slippesy places ['ve stood,
And in paticaf allliction harc trod I°
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WORKING CLASSES IN LONDON.

Moch of the fallowing article may be applied on a
snaller seale fo Halifax, 2$ regards want of accommo-
dation for the poor:—

Suddenly and almgt simaltancousiy, men scem to
havo awakenc within the last few months to the fear-
fol conscigreness that fhe working men of the meiro-
polis and oar great towns are living, practically and
avorediy, « without God in the world™

Notoaly isthe aceonmonlation afforded to the wark-
iag clagtes in ourchurches miserably inadeguate asto
numbess,. but it formsa mostoffensive contrast with tho
Tooy and wellfurnished pewsoccupied by the wealth-

| ier worshippers. 'I‘ho man llmt comes into the asser-
bly *witl: a gold ring, in gooGly apparel,’and ‘the
poor manin vile raiment’ oxperience very different
treatment.—For while* hie that weareth the gay « :toth-
ing’ is made to ¢ sit in the pood nlace, not only is the
‘ poor man bidden to * stand tlere, or to *sit under the
footstool, but if the poor were to present themselves in
anything like tho numbers in which they dwell in our
by.strects, or courts and alloys, thero would not bo
cither standing  room or sitting room * under the foot-
stool* for a tenth part of them.

“1f the truth must betold—and the present occasion
seems 1o 1equire that itshould be told—the cxisting
arrangements and ministrations of the Church are la-
mentably inadequate to the spiritual wants of the popu-
Jation of London, especially of the worki g classss :and
the result is but too apparent in the Sunday babits of
the latter. Thc agitation set on foot for the abolition
of the laws which in any deatee interfere with their
indulzence of those labits, will, we trust, have the
effect of directing attention 1o the real cause of the mis-
chief, and suggest the true remedy.—The movement of
the working men is one wiich it is not sufficient to
mect by a simple refusal to break down the barrier ia-
} terposed by the law to prevent a wholesale desecration

of the Lord’s Day,but by an endeavour, on a scale
commensurate with the exteat of the cvil, to retrieve
the Church's past nealect in this matter. To do this
will requirc not only sufficient and comfortable accom-
modation for the poor in cur Churches, but a great in-
crease in the numbersof the clergy.—Tho services, too,
ought to be appointed at such bours as will suit the ar-
rangements of the working man’s day, and ought—
which is far from being alwvays tha case—to be conduc-
ted in such 2 manner as to sppeal at onco to bis feel-
ings and to his understanding. It is on!y when the
Church shall havo fully done her part in this matter
that the working :man can reascnably be expected to
appreciate both the sanctity and the blessing of the
Lord’s Day—to ¢ call the Sabbath a delight, the holy of
the Lord, bonorable.’”

In the face of 2l we hearabout advancing education
and the improved morality of the people, there is the
painful and startling fact, that in oar Jarge towns, men
belonging to the working clawes are bardly seen inour
churches; while tbe most thoughtfal and intelligent
zre those who absent themselves most regularly.

#The spiritval condition of London is fearful be-
yond all human calculation. At the present moment

within its vicinity, it comprises twoand a balf millions of
immorial sonis' In the course of seven more short
years, it will, in all probatility, nuxber three millions.
The question, thercfore, comes to be, what is to be
dane? Vhatwill beits spiritval condition when it
shall bave realized 3ts fizarcs, and have thus been con-
verted into a mighty nation 2 There is the utmost rea-
son 10 fear, that neither the Christians of the mutropo-
lis, nor thoso ofthe prvoinees, bave any ideaof the true
«ateof the case.”

Some statistics are ther given, and the writer pro-
ceeds:

* These may be taken 2s & very feir exampleof the
entire of our mxnhty metropalis.  With an aggregate-
of 136 chapdls, there were at the principal service—
that i, the morning, just 54,000 atteodants ™

+ This view is soficiently anful, but it isby nomeans
theworst™ @ ® & «The insiznifi-ant island

-of Jamaica, with only 350,600 pojmlation—aidulie and
chililnrn—lias av large a numberof conumnunicantsasis
10 be found in the metropolis of England. with ity 1wo
and a half milinns! Thy Grures may thes be s'ated :
—The communitants of Jamawa are 56,000, The
communicants of London, allowing to cach of the §00
chureh cdifices 70—and examination will shaw thiat

to just 56,000: Were oar readers prepared for this
communication? It may well startle, but we trust it
will not end with a mers rush of emotion.”

WFe arrive,then, at this conclosion, after searching
for information in various quarlers, that the fearfnl
view.presented in theso several statemenis is one sub
stantially roe;  and that the working classes in
Yozdon and our great manufaclunn. townsare become

the figury is vather aver than under—f courte amonnt.
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alien to Christianity, generally irreligious, and too ofton
absolutely infidels.

Now, surely, this isan npp&lhng fact. Evan asitro-
zards the affsirs of thislife, it wearsa protontous lispect.
Thcso men possers the thews andsincws of the nation
and they aro rapidly advancing, dhd must advance in
intclligence and in powen. Tho Iruits of infidolity,
when diffused among the masses of any population,
need not now be explained.  Thb cloca of the lust cen-
tury exhibited those fruitsin a way not likely to be
soon forgolten. But still higher considesatiorstban
these should move us. We are senting our mission-
arivs 10 the ends of the earth, tor vy the Gospel
to the beatheys of all lands, whila myriads of heathen
are dweliing around us on every sido, and wo leave
them untouched, if not uncared for. YYill their eoul«
never be required at our hands?
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Letit be remembered that we axe speaking cliefiy
of the state of the metropolis, and of our largo towne.
And in thess, although some cxceptions may bo poin-
ted out, the higher and middle classes bave built church.
es for their oren use, and have either forgotten or neglect-
cd the 1nore nuinerov~ sections of tke population,

In most parishes of the metropolis the working clas-
scs amount to . re than one-lalf of the inhabitante.
Yet, when you cnter one of the churches, you find
at least three-fourths of it taken up with pews fortho
use of the middle and higher classes. The remainiog
fourth consisgng of the dark and distant corners, where
no pew, if placed, would bo occupied, is allotted to
“free seats” Weare aware, indeed, that a row of
benches is often placed inthe middle aisle.  Thosro seats
are usually taken by old women, who hope to perticipate
in the charities of the Church ;and for-this reason, i
for no other, the working man, who sceks for no char-
ity, will not occupy one of them. WWhy sbould he be
cxpcctcd to sit among the paupcrs?

[ L )

If it be asked,* Wba. sbould be done " wh reply.
Mako reparation without delzy. In many churches,
by a subscriplion of a fev hundreds of ppuuds, the
evil could.soon be removed. First, enquire what por-
tion of the church ought to be allotied to tho working
menof the parishand their families 7—and, having as-
certained that point, make such a prov?ion, or
something approaching to it,and sce that the seats s
allofted are not such as to convey an insult 1o those
whom you invite to take them. SoJong as this is not
done, you way lament thu absence of the working
classes from church, but the fasltis your own—you
bhave not taken tho most obvions and necessary means
to induce them to go there.

Nexs, It us say a few words as to the services of our
Church. Here, too, we bave not considercd tho.real
state of the case, or remembered the changes which
have taken place, and are taking place, in things which
are brought inio comparison with the ices of the
Church. _ ©

All other things exbibit prepress: we do-aot mean
alleration, bat improvement. Music in its uso among
1be people, Las been greatly popularized of late years.
Far greater numbers can-now hearand enjoy good
music than at the bepinning of the present century.
The Dissentersand the Romanjsts have advanced with
the times; but in too many instances the Church has
remained siationary. A woetched clerk, or against,
f0es on year after year, as if there was “no help for "
The prayers rarclessly or adly read, the responses
IeR to the clerk and children, the music sach as to
mako emery one yawn—what wonder is it that a work-
ing man, left on a beach in some cold and dark cor-
ner, deems o whole * a weariness,” and resolves not
o be founid in sush a place again?

The service of the Church of Enpland, if properiy
conductcd, withoar noisc or theatrical display, would be
pleaung andinteresling even toa casoal visitant. Bot
in few churches now ismuch attention paid 10 Yhis mat-
ter.  The corate reads tho  prayers, the organist plays
the taares, the clerk wakes the responses. and the
invumbent preavhes the seanon : each does hisown pare
in hisown way ; and thoreis no appesrance of any pre-
siding mind to-dwect and regulate the whole. Thinis



