
,XXviii. '39, 40.) & And they thant passed a virain. -My 11ope fromi the brenss of
by, blasphemned hini, wfgigtheir my Motiîer; that is, as thou hast drawn
heads, and sayingt, Vah ! tholi 1w01 de- me out of the %vomb, so Ji as by thiec 1
stroyest ti3e temple of God.' I %vas principally nourished. 1 nave in-

He hoped in the Lord, let him deliver deed sucked tmv mnother's bréusts -. but 1
hri:let hilli save hiln, seeing lie de-

liglited in him. St. Matthiew testifies 'Ai
thle same place, thut those Very expres-
sions were used by the Jews. He trust-
ed in God, let bui deliver hin now, iflihe
illlihave him. (v'. 4J3.) Wliat a remarli-

able spirit of prophecy, whiclh foresaw
not only the events, but even the v'ery
words which the Jewvs wrere to employ
at thu, Passion of Christ

A èlnn*er who lias had the misfori.une
io ]ose the grace of God, ir, a wormi, on d
nio Man, the reproach of men, and th
outcast of the people. But if, deeply,
penetrated with bis unhappy condition,
he begins to cali upoii the Lord to deti-
ver him,he shoiild do so with confidence.
and flot bc diveried from entering on a
penitential career, by the taunts or deri-
sion of the ivorld. On the contrary, ne,
should urge thein, as an additional mno-
tive Io God, to hear his pra ver. The
same rnay be sait? of the just, ivheri thev
suifer persecutiori for justice sahe, znd
endure those spiritual aridities and de-~
solations, by wili the saints are puri-
fied ini their progress to, perfection.

9. For thou art lie that hast drawn nie
jout of the wvomnb: my hope froma the
brensts of my Mother.

10. 1 was cast upon thee froni the wvomb:
fromn my Mother's womb iliou art imy
God : de part flot from me.

This is the fourth reason, adclressed bv
Christ to bis Father, and is founded on
his perpetual innocence. Thou art lie
that hiast clrawn me out of the womb ;
that 15, 1 amn thine from my birth. and
particularly so, as 1 was -)ot born in the
natural rnanner, like other men, but by
ihy sirigular power, fron the iwomb of

linew that my virgTin mothier wvas SUp-
plied %vitli niili fro'm lhenven, and there-
l'ore 1 hiave lcarned to hope lino trust ini
thee froni n.y rnother's woinb. 1 w as
elle upon ';ee frorn the iwolb ; ilhlen I
came lort'i from ilie iv'onb 1 fell lnt, thîy
bosorn, Lecatise thou didst protect mie
by a singular providence ; anid frtim my
rnotbcr's %y'onb thou art my God, be-
cause in retuirn for thy wvonderftul pro-
tection 1 bu-7an to hionour and reverence
îhee, as imv God, from rny very infancy.
Depart flot froin me. lIn the Hlebrev
tliese are the first wvords of the folHoiving
verse-but ini tho Greek and Latin text
they Ure accurrntely placed at. thpe c.on-
clusion of tis, for thev followv his pre-
Cedîng- declarations, aý if Christ sii,
Since 1 was cast tipon- theo froin the
ll'o'nb, and as from that time thou hast
been my God, 1 therefore justly rcquest
thiat thou wilt flot depart fron vie, and
particularly at this moment, wlien the
grentest tribulation is about to befal lne
in my corporal death.

I-lappy are they wvho when Ihey sýall
iipon God in the time of affliction Cali
renliind lili like Christ that they have
serve(I lii, and accomplished liis iioly
will from their youth ! Ah, it is good for
a man, says the prophet .Iremny, flint hie
lias borne the yolie of the Lord fçoni hiî
yeuth!

11. For tribulation is very near f or there
;s none to hielp mie.

It is most probable that the tribula-
tion of iljich Christ here speak-s, is his
approaching death ; bothi beenuse he
immediately adds, They have dug my
hands and fect-they have divided my
grarments amongst them, and becausé
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