Jesus s3id to his disciplys, Whom dos you
that | am ¢ L ;

Simon Peter answered and said ¢
tho Son of the living God,

And Josus ansvering, 3aid todim: DBlessed an |
thau Simon Bar-Jona : beeauso flesh and blood hath
nut rovealed it to theo, but oy (athex who is in heaven.

AND I 8AY TO THER °© THAT THOU ART PRIER;
upe¥ T8 Rock 1 wiLL susnn my Cuvren, a&p
GATRS OF UELL SUALL NOT PREVAIL AGAINST IT.

Axp Lsmatu arve o TREE 11t Kevs or Tie King. |
And whatsoover thou shalt bind

DOX OF HEAVIN. 3
upun carth, itshall bo bound alsa inheaven : and »

s7evothou shalt Jovse oo carth shal) ba loosed glso in

heaven. 8. Matthew avi. 15—19,

Thoun art Che'.t ?

o
Y o

AND
kv

hat-
|

-1

}
o
o bll.:

)]

|

o

%« Waaanything concnaled from Parar, who was
styted tho Ho~x on which the Chureh was built, whe
reeeaved the Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven, and the

power af loasing and bunding in Heaveu and on earth?”

'ERTULLIAN Praesorip xxit. .
‘Thero is une God, and one Churoh, and one Chait

faundail by the voise of tho Lord uroy PereEr. Thot
) any other Altar bs crectod, or a new Priesthood esta

lied, beudes wat one Altar, and one Priesthood,

1. 1simpassibla. Whoseuver gutherselsewhero, scatlors
Whatever . deviced by human frenzy, in violation of
the Divine Ordinance, 13 adulicious, ntpious, sacrilo-
gious."—St. Cypstan LEyp. 43 ad plebem,

¢ All of them remaining smlent, for tho dactring was
beyond the reach of man, Peter the Princo of the
Apostles and the supreme herald of tho Church, not
, Tollowing his own mnventions, nor persuaded by human
reasontng, bat enhghiened by the Father, says to
Im: Zion art Christ, and not this alon~, but the Son
of the hving God.—3St. Cyril of Jerusal, Cat. xi. 1.
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_ ,C.OMPS'I'UM;“ . . '|night she bebeld Hira " in mystic 4ision on tha| —<———* What a ;p]rit strong and 1mid, sea to bo preserved as tho rehics of martyss

. i o OBy “ o erasstaid hewd’ Hin spoal fo her. In lite's| Which death or pain or peril could despise, who had sacuficed their hives fur the faith®,
e Moating of sne’ Ways at the quhqli_gléﬁyrc,’;." young hours thoes' ®ights aod sonndy did nursa{ ¥t melt so tonderness . What.ganws wild Thusthe attacuvgs of Cathuitcism evca 1n

THE_JOAD QF CIJLDRIN. .

o o Cogtin_vgﬁ,«v ':‘
. But we ara ecncecaed hare only with the ficed
_vdergents of jnstruciion, to show that evon atsluy
jatage of.the road, truth, st Jeast by ifs effects,
bag atmagions: for the infant mind. Byt sow,
Jearjpg thie special consideration, we can for
a geperal estimate of the attractive forcg of Ca.
. tholicism ig regaxd ta children, by obserriog the
.axamples which are recorded of theix forvaur and
constadsy, As fender snd buthalf-formed mem<
, bers of the Church, how many holy 1zqocents
soem tq come before us here, in whoso heasts

the wards of the little, maiden described in the
Magaum §$pecolum, ¢ Diligo to plus quam me
_quia ir creasti, yedemisti, dotasti me,’ ars enw
graved is by a divine hand ! Some seo truth
thyough the bedupiful poetic, )js of sncharots.—
-St., Catbarine ,of Sicpng, ,mban ia child,: in
order to iritate.thg Jife of- hermsite, rgselrpd ta
Jwithdiaw, top gio depett.  Taeaving. that, lovely
.sity.by: the gato which;ugw bears the ngmo of
S1. Mark, she walked on till she had lost_ sjgbe
107 2t hpuges _ Jlare she tiought mast bo,the
" Jesytt shpywag-in seasgh of. _ T, complete ket
oy, shp ohserved a Jitte: cavo at the’ side of 3
3 mgoat.; ;zad hero she resolvegd to cotamence her
Jifgof solitude.” Somn are attracted by eseing’
holymen.  Inthe tiige.of Yiecept of Beauvias,
who rélates the circomstatreo; there was in Tho-
routh, 2 tawn of Flanders, a boy named Achas,
who was so moved by seeing some Franciscan
friars in his father's house, thathe begged and
_abtaioed permission 10 be clad thencoforth in 2
littlé hahit like theirs ; 3nd so wonderfully did
4ie eviuce the spirit of that holy rule in 3l his
actidns, imatating the frists even in preachiog to
athor children, and giving salutary adwonitions
40 all, not excepling lns own psrents. that
strangers used to come from fsr to sco him. It
was impossiblo to describo his gravity and saoc-
tity ; and this wmisistry he discharged during
two years, &ill at tho 230 of seven he passed to @
better life®. Others, 2gain, are moved by mere-
1y hearing of the holy. St. Gregory of Tours
atriving at thomonaetery in which Vulfilacius
_was professed, in tho territory of Troves : and
having with much entreaty prevailed on him to
zelato his conversion, that venerable man began
in thess words :  ** When T was a very little
boy, having heard the name of blessed Martis,
but not yet knowing whother he was a martyr
-or confessor, or what good ko had done in the
world, or what region had deserved 1o recnive
his blessad limbs in burizl, I ussd to celebrato
_vigils in his honout : and if any litile picces of
mnney came into oy Dbands, to give them in
2l sf.’ Otbers see truth through tho holy ex-
crc se3 of 3 community, as St. Genrude, or Tru.
tha, when in the sweetness of grace tialy lusely,
in the 5tk year of hor sge, sho nas planted 35 3
lily in the garden of velivion in the samo moazs-
tary with St. Mechtilde, whoseharmonious voice
a0 wrapt tho choir while she sang}. * What
closg attractions,” asks her biographer, ¢ could
thus fix that desc little silvor dove svithout ma-
lice, having rejected from her heart all the bit
terness of sin °  Oukier children, again, reccive
trath through the voice of prcaching. St
Bridget in her tenth year was so drawn and af-
fested by 2 discourse on the passion of our Lard,
that the impression was indelible. The next

« Joan Mijor, Magnam Speculum, 389,

Hist 1ib viii 15. .
Insinuationes Div Pietatis S Gertrud, Abb

her spitit's {bidud-powers. - Morebver, innumes

1ebje becks were ©o operdting with preachers ta}

femiliacize the minde of chiildron with 1hs divine
infaiey of Christ, as1n the mare) Hiomilies of the
monk Cesar of Hestetbidehy, entitled 't Do Jnfan-
tia Salvatoris’ To tba vhild Jeays, in all: their

sufferings, they were especially directed ; asin- |,

deed all their sarrows seem inexplicable withouf
i yefefdnca tof the dysiié dadtrites of unioh with
our divine Lord in .his gxpiatory afilictions. Ia
fine, othcus)ee truth-through, the .offices of tha
Church. In the life'of the holy patriarch of
Constantinople, Catilens, who Jived towards tha
the 4ud of tHaviath century, wo raad, that when
a child-of five’ fear, declining all pucrile smuse-
ments, he appliéd his whole mind to fearn all the
sacred prayers whichi are nof storetly 'sad mysti-
cally offored ifi-the Sdcritico of the ‘mass, whivh
ho dsed -to prononnee frond 'wemory, imitating
at Mo ssmo fitno thesprieat io oMbringthe bread,
aud incensing the altar with  thuuble®.” Ead-
bu.;ga, daughter of E?warfl tho Eider with hig
wifo Edgiva, eupplies another example. “When
a child, her father; wishing fo try whether tho
Indle gir] was inchined 10 Cod. or 1o she world,
pleced in 3 chamber tha symbols of, duforcot
atates—on ono sido a chalice and Gospels 5 cn
the other, Lrscolets and pecklaces, Hrther thd
child was bronght in the arms of hor 2utendant H
andsiting on-her father!s knag,ambed:arad
chuose which of all theso objects she pleased.—
Rejecting <ho ezrthly ornaments, with stern re-
pard she instantly foll prostrata before the cha-
lice and the Gospols, and worshipped them with
infant adoration. The company presemly ex-
claimed alond, 2nd fondly hailed the prospect of
the child’s future sanctity.  Hor father embrac-
ed the nfant.  * Go," said he, * whitber the Di-
vinity calls thee , follow with prusperous steps
the spoose whom thou hast chosen ; and truly
blessed shall ey wife and myself be, if we ase
surpassed mn holiness by our daughtext.’

In general we may remark, that the constzncy
of ianumerablo young martyrs and confessors, as
by thar early actons may be judged, chows
what a hold Cathoheity pussesses upon tlie -
fant mind. St. Peter Nicolas Paschal, when a
boy, hearing lus parents ofien speak of the
sufferings and martyrdom of the fathers n re-
deeming Chnstian slaves from the Moors, ons
duy cailed on some Moorish children, and shut-
ung himself op with them in a reurcd parzofthe
houso, said to them, ¢ Tie me with ropes, .and
drag me atout, and tranple on 1o, as your peo-
ple treat the Chrishansin”your country.’ Theae
boys did so ; aud dragzed him ahoutfor a Jong
ume, till tho great noise alarmed tho servaots,
who-cominy up fourd hite half dead. He had
been educated by a French priest, a ductor of
Parns, who on  his passago from Narboune to
Spain had besn taken by the Moors, and put in
the chain. ‘Tho Seigneor Paschal hearing of his
condition, had parchased him from his fpatron,
and appointed him tutor to hiz sont. Lopez de
Vega, barrowing from famihiar sccaes of actnal
Iifo around him, represcats in his drama called
¢ La Santa Liga' the ransom of captives by the
Tunnanans. A merchant is first cmployed to
conduct 1t ; and on his saying that he canuat
zescue two of tho same family, ¥ captive child
cxclaims, * If eo, }h_en tako my mother, and loave
wmon be. placo. I promise you not 1o forger
God, or that Inm s Christian.”

.

® Sur Die 12 Il’ob.
1 Gail Mgmes.
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1 Hist de 1'Ordre de'la Merey, 181.
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Yet mighty was enclosed wuhi vne sumple
i child. C
{Im 1457 many. cbildren met togather in differ-
egt parts of Germany to goon a pilgrimage t0
\lfe Church of Mauwt St. Michael in Normaody.
thing c~vld tura thrm from thoir design.—
gy passed by Thurgoria, as the historians of
tRat land record®. DBut earlibr, in 1208, in the
tina of Pove Innocent [11, there was a moro re-
thabla instance, which, in spite of the brutal
mment of Mathisu Paris, [ shall cite. Io tho
lago of Cloies. near the castle.of Yendome, 2
ple shepherd lad, called Stephen, naturally
nenat, declaved that the Saviour bed charg-
him to prezch 1 crusada {ér th- racoverv
the Holy Land. Ho went sbout throagh the
ciies and towas, siazing in his mether tmgue
¢ Seigneur Jesus Chirnt ! @ido 6ous s coens 50
porirla sainta crois ' Many bows ke hg
age follawad hrio, In other purts ot Frare
children of both sexes matated th 1 and set oF
tQ juir Stephen. singing and cariyng erccus,
lgg‘nncra, and ecneers. There wers 17000 0
Pazis slone under the 3o of taelve  Foery
wher as they pussed ‘the inh dicrats ~ime ot
hgspitaliny acd aluwe 3x ortiu- zad 2 pars
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éy replied. t To Ord. W are roing 1a fehk
[Ro holy cross bevard tha sen  The Almoily
Is us-to suectue-the Holy Lendt Jpusaleny,’
The vouth of Burgande wud of tho fretrier: of
Germany were inffamod 1o follow them.  Ta dip
srchbishoprick of Cologne bos s of nuble tamiliss
mitated therr exaaple.  Apprentives und young
Iabourers, animated with u child-like love of
their Savieur, flocked ta tho sames stundard —
The King of France took slans ; but moved by
the sanetity of the object, bw serapled to set
without cunsultivg the university. The doc-
tors disapproved of the movement ; and then the
King ordered tho childzen to return to sheir pa-
rents.  Tho greatest number obeved, but many
persovered ; and however blamed by a neeiber
of ccclesiastics, it is cartain that tho people fa-
voured them. ¢ Only infide!s,” =aid they, ¢ and
despizers of Gaod, can blame such a pious Tm-
pulse.” Pope lupoecent, on hearing of it, ex-
claimed, lamenting, © These ctnldren shamo us ;
while we sleep, they set off wath joy to recover
the Holy Laud.” Many thousznds of them
reached Marseilles, whoro .they embarked.—
Amidst 3li theic subsequeat eslamities, there
poor young pilgrirus gave affecting proofs atlasst
of their faish and constancy. Muny on falling
into the hauds of” the Turks preterred death to
apostacy Not one, it i3 8aid rou!d he prevailed
upon to abjure Christ.  Tn Germsny, tno, ‘near
20,000 children had sseemblled, Jdresacd as pil-
grims, marked, with a crose, ent carnylug eckips
and efavés  They crossed the Alps under their
litde chief Nicolus, & fo was himsclf a boy not
quite fea'years of sge (o their 1oad through
Ttaly many perished ; some returued homo afier
cruel sufferings, but griesing only fur their ro-
tunks. others went 1o Rome to demaud, absolur
zif"f%m their vow ; for thoy had taken vows
from’ which only 1he Pops, they said, could fice
them. Popo Gregory IX afterwards raised oo
the dast of St Pierre, where two of tho chips
from Maraeilles had perished, 2 chureh, dedi-
cated to the new holy innocents, with a foune
dation for twelve ceclesiastics ; and ho oaused
the badies that had been recovered from the
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*® Papikofer Yist de Thorgow.

%a“ questicns s o wheve bey wers L’""‘C’-'

the mast eccenitiv aud asteuishiag devistiona 0
which it gavo rise, led 1o acts of self-devotion
whuch were in barmony with the sweetest and
most glorious attributes of the ehild ; and these-
fore, if we suppose the case of an impulse a8
powesful bewng imparted to the young by any
antagomisue,principlo, a simple comparison ef
the results would be sufficicat to proclaim the
disine truth of the former ; as the consequences
of the latter, 1n relanion to the dieposition of the
young beart, wauld inevitably prova nothing bat
what 18 now bcheld in fureign cities, a rovolting
violauon of nature. But we have been follow=
ing eteango and long deserted paths ; let us ro-
trace oot steps. In general, 1t was through the
utdaiacy pcans of conveying grace to souls that
yehuldsen wolield trath, and so from the baptis-
}:.ul foue v23an 10 enjoy thewr heavenly rest,
ewvvintg €ach a sample 1o the yuungest , to tho
Jtuote wutuio a glass that feasted them, and to
e graser o chdd that gmded dotards.  Tasso,
¢d watl 2 oy the Jesuns, made hus first commu-
Lot ke ze the completion of lus niath year,
jbiove p st that age, hoe says, he might have been
planu ot a boy of tuelve. & Noser shall 1 forr

;,s,a,‘ Le says * oy secret devoiion on observing

thy 2:avay, aed reverence of the. place, and the
powmtang: ob Lreasts, and the profound jiety of
wiuse wvetwer nstzucted than mysoli, who went
with moe to teccave the body of Chust.” Bat «t
tins stageef«be zaad of chuldpen, alas! alas?!
a grcat catastrophe has left traces whickrraust be
acticed ; for this delightful road of childbood
has, 1o sume regions, been intercepted, broken
off. and purposely turned aside from its nght
direction to mislead the guileless feet of invo-
cents, where contagious ,blastments arc most
4unncnt. Heresy has passed here, and placed
oLstructions in the way ; the canker galls the
nfants of the spring hofore their blossoms are
dizclosed. We muost, therofore, now consider
the coudition of children born of pareats sepa
raied from the unity of feith , and vet after pro-
ceeding a few, steps upon this naw and danger-
ous path, wo shall find that even puor children
are not leftin tho first stages of their journey
through lite’s tangled forest, without signals
whach can serve to direct them from their mis-
guided wandorings, to tho central pomt from
which only external clrcomstances are causing
them to diverge.
¢ For oft tho spirit soems prompted
Far hence to roam ; '
" Till by unering instinct guided,
Tt sinks to homet.?

Tho Catholic Church has left so many ves-
tiges of ifself in hands which were thought 10
shut it out for ever, that even thero 1t continues

to beas elsewhere, tho city upena hul. A
thousand litle, ag well as great things, aboue
whith children will inquire, are inexplicable
without it ; and, as3 Tecent poct says, *Fre
quenily an 1dea suggested by some shight ocea-
ston sinks deoply 1nte the young swnd, What
has struck it retarns at ingereals, and simplo
childhood has its astonishments.® Then retorns
snencs of old prophetic history ; for holy writ jn
babes hath judgment shown when judges bave
beco babes.  But let us mavk who in tlus ob-
scurity aro the tho violets now that strow the
green lap of each new come spring, and whe
will ba most apt to gather them.

¢ Murter, Greschite, tom in lit xv. Chren
Mout Mans in Mastene Thes i, Chron Scnon v
3, in D' Achery Spicileg Jac do Vorag. Chron
Tanuens in Maratori S Six 46. Vincent Bellow
xxx 3, Gesta Trov &c in Martene Coll Amp
iv Hist Noventieas Monast in Martene Thes i

1 Alberic Mag Chron Belg Baren Annales Ord S
18 Trin 9. :

1 Blakely’s Tcrmit’s.



