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new lore can tell us aught, let us hearken
to it and follow it.”

After him Coifl again arose, and adyis-

“ed more positively that they should hist-
en to Paulinus, while lie- explained the
Christian doctrine. Paalinus preached
then and there the Gowpel of a}mt@t)n
through Christ. Upon which' the high
priest once mere aroze and pledged him-
self to be the first to enter the temple of
‘Wodep and throw down the altars. ‘Thus
by a legislative act in the conncil of King
Edwin, the religion of Woden was set -
side and Chrigtanity was adopted as the
national religion,

Similar influences might be traced
from the efforts and examples of Christ-
ian women, poth subsequently aund at-an
earlier period. France itself, from which
Bertha came, had had its Clotilda, whe
was chiefly instrumental in the conver-
gion of her husband Clovis, and whose
influence descending with the royal scep-

" tre, kaid the foundation of the Christian
empire of Charlemaggne. '

Good nsture like a bee, collects honey
from every berb.: Ill.nature, like a gpid-
er, sucks poison frnm the sweetest flow-
ers. .

THE NIHILISTS AND THE RE-
LIGIOUS SECTS IN RUSSIA.

The following extract from the Pall
Mall Gazetie puts = phase nupon the
social and political problems of the Rus.
sien Empire, which fo many of our

readers will be altogether new:™ * - |

The extraordinary increase of sec-
tarianism in all parts of the Russian
Fmpire threatens to prove & more seriong
danger to the povernment “than ‘even
Nihilism iteelf." “There is reason to be-
lieve that the number of dissidents from
the National- Church amounts to more
than 14,000,000.

One-sect, by name ‘“The Wanderers,”
has ag its fundamental article of belief
that the Czar is Antichrist, and his
ministers and-agents are wicked angels

- sent to execute his decrees, totheuproot-
-ing of the people of God. _Any opposi-
tion to the government is impossible,
and, ‘““as if aman would be saved he
must refuse to recognize any authority,
* imperial or other,” the only means to
escape from Antichrist is to avoid all
society and teke refuge in the woods,
deserts, and mountains. The peasantry
g!ade!g aid in their concealment in the so-
called ““Lairs,” constructed for the pur-
pose, in secret and out-of-the-way places,
Among thefr number are %o be found de-

‘serters from the-army and’ escaped con-
vigs from Siberie, but for.the mos¢ part
they are m;tix«;g1 from ; the Northern
Government. “A# long'ago hs 1864, theso
eectarians were hunted from place to
place bg the police, ‘bt have been pro-
tected by the pehyantry. = Ahother sect:
is called the *‘Non-payers,” and is very
numerous in the nining districts. Their
rofusal, on religious gronnds, to pay the
taxes levied on the emancipated peasan-
try has broughtupon them the displeasure
of the government. Hundreds have been
irhprisoned, sent to Siberia, or forced to-
leave their homes for some other distant
part of the empire. "Hatred of passports
and of all the worrying extortions to-
which the poor peasants are in conse-
uence exposed must be regarded as the
source and origin of both these gect. Tn
spite of prison, galleys, transportation,
and mad-houses—in' which some of these-
peoi)le~ have been confined—gectarianism
will flourish until the injustices. which
have given rice to these extratagtint
forms of Protestantism areredresded. It
is greatet liberty in. social life, and ‘i
mattors, of opinion, that is needed.
‘Whatever may be’ the .truth ‘of the-
Gazette’s facts and theories,” the  présent

“sitnation'ih ‘the ‘Czar’s dominions will

'suﬁgeét t0"thoughtful iizids some of the
following questions: Has not the re-
st¥ictive policy of Russia in regard to re-
ligious propagation been .suicidal? "In.
repressing free religious discussion, and
consequent enlighténinént, has she not
virtually invited and fostered’ among her

people-tlie moat.childish superstition” o

" the ome hand, and the ‘dark nightmare of

atheism on $he ‘other? " Clearly the Greek
Teligion of the State is téo dead to mould
and govern the masses. The religious
capacity in man abhiors a vacuum, and
when once the truth” is shut' out, the
musty erypt of a death faith will soon fill
itself with all forl and whsightly shapés.
Pray for the Czar's own sake, and that
of his swcéessors, that the barriers may
be removed, and that a pure Gospel—the
only balm in Qiléad—may 'he permit-
ted to heal the eocinl’ maladies ‘of the
Empire, , LTt

Giving to the Church is not'enly a
means .o% grace in the sanctifying 'work it
‘does, but al8o in securing interest in-the
Church and' the causo of religion. One
of the first things “to do in ‘seeking td ve-
claim a man jg to get hith Yo ‘identify. his

dife with the ’wo{rk of the Lord by givin

it 'practical help! When ofie hids investe
in an enterprise he will bo gtached t6 it. .
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