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denly narrows to sone 2oo ft. while passing through
the chasm. The rocks on each side of the canvon are
water-worn to such an x1tnt that in sone p!aces tliey
overhang 20 or 30 It. At the mouth of the canve n
there were piles of driftwood ol the rocks. (x) it.
above the level of the water at the time of mv visit.
slowing to whiat a tremlendous heigit it iust "back
up' duîring tlie time of flood.

Wc plled our canoe out of the water and hid il
ini the brusl. abotit 20 ft. above ithe level of the river.
covering it.with boughîs. We also made a cache obf
everything we could (Io wvithott. as ve had a portag:
of 15 miles around the canyon to i-iudson's lope. .\t
that point we hoped to get antotier canoe with w\hiclh
to continue our journey to Fort St. Joln. some 6;
miles below the lower entd of thle canyon.

We sta-rtcd abotit 3 :30 p.m.. and11 catpled for the
ntight near the onIv water to be fotund on the portage.
a smîall creck about ha'.f-way across. 'l'lie ntext morn-
ing ii two iours anld a half we reacied Hiudson's
Ilope. onily to fintd it abandond. hlie trail front the

liaf miles below the canyon, there is a large flat on
the northt side of the river. This rus for aboiut two
and a hlif miles anid exteids abolut a mile back to te
foot-hi.ls. which are covered with bunch-grass.
Judging fron the banks and the heigiti of the pea-
vine and grass, the land is of the first class. A fcw
scattered trees grocw here and there. just suflicient to
mîtake it picturesque. ileiow this the river is divided
b\ two ro:kv islands vhich rise per peidiculiarly to
lite height of 70 ft. or so. and are covered on top
with a dense growth of spruce. These islatids are
formed of beds of sandstone ivng iorizontally. lthe
botton one.; being about four feet tiick and decreas-
ing in size until at te top thev are iot over half
an inch tihick. This sandstone is very fine-graiined,
and fromu samples brougit down I filnd it is very
suitable for the manufacttre of grindstones. On
the rest of the route to St. John the river generally
las sloping batIks, witlh cliTs iere and there comnpos-
ed of a dark bilue state muixed with clav.

We arrived at Fort St. Joln that eveintg. wiere I

Hudson's Bay Co's Post, Fort St. John, Peace River.

C.amp 1o 1 usons Hope was tramlped downt by bear
:cttd itmoose. somlte of the tracks sheowing quite fre"sit.
but wc dil itot iet niy%. of the atimzas. Thtere ieintg
n!o chance of obtainitng a calte. as expmectel. at H-id-
soits H-ope. we followed the bank of the river. The
banks iere rise steeplv to a height oi about t f..,
witen ithey formî a terrace w'ooded vith pine timtîber.
Ot penx spots of prairie. hiere and there. give the ceun-
trv a hcautifui park-like appearance.

.About 312 miles ulown the river we oundte dry stamitei -
ing tiiber. sc I immediatelv set the menil teo woerk
cuttintg downt tree.s. preparatoc iry ti makiig a rait up-
oI wiich to coitimbute oeur -joutIey to b'rt Si. Johnt.

v (1.30 p.mn. wve iad our raft. eear; and everything
compiîuletcd. h'lie raft vas 21 it. long antd e ft. wile.

Next mtortintg, August 7. we commenced oir itur-
nlev oi the raft. .\s the wind was bIlowingiz dlown river
wc lnisted a sail made out of a pair of h'antkets.
whici sent uts along at a gobod rate. in fact. soictimîtes
eircatenied tci rtn us under water. .\bout four aid a

fotund tiat '\lr. tedho. th 1-e . 1i. Co.'s oflicer in
chtarge. anl wo is also dputy. miing recorder, iad
gonute teo leace River crossing for his year's supply

f goods. al vas îlot expected back for tree weeks.
Fort St. Joit ns itow situlate on the iorth bantk of

lite river, ha:uvinîg beei moved across from lte oppo-
sie side somlte vears ago. 'lTe post is btlilt oit a level
bench about 2o fit. above the river. anl consiists of a
dvelliiig ioulse and store. h'lie situation is a prctty
(ette. aid the soil good. Grain and roots of all kindels
gireV well antld ripen iere. The lils. on1 boti sides
of lthe river. are grass-covere. but bare of trees.

)wintg to 'Ir. iedsons absence. I could nIot obtain
ai iitformtatiin regardiinz mati tt ers. as the mait
ii charge kntew notiiinîg about thiemt. There being n
provisions available. 1 decided to commtîtienice the re-
ituri trip ae sooi as possible.

I returned to '\lanlson oin tIe evening iof Septemwber
t. Irtvintg becn go;ne six veks attd ote day.

hlie distances travelled wvere as follows:
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