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HOW 1 KEPT H-OUSE FOR TWO CATS.

Ity I.. %'mo ii<:,lm;ox, îvmsm', 0.

Mien iy miiter and niy niece felt tlint they îîecded
a1 lioliday, I assmreî tbemii tilat i was qîmite capable of
kCepin.g flouse bwysef But I .'oon fotiiid that I biad
been rash, for tb;ere belonged to the establishment two
cats, tbat 1 biad iii that gemierous moment overlooked.

Cleilnentina ks the eIder, and the iiother of Nellic
Crey. 'l'le latter, as 1 have bent %riting, lias beeni

itcin y pien. Shie hias just seated hierseif uipon ny
îpmîer, cvidently imuending duit nothing but the truth,
amui the %vlole trutb, shall bu bermin set down concerfi-
ing bierself and bier nmother -1 bcg Clcmuiein.t's pardon

concerniimîg lier notbcr and biersehf. No Rtmssman ccii-
sur couki look wiser or more severe.

I inade Cieîuentina's acquiintance last siimmiier, %vlhen
Slc %vas a1 littie, frîsking, grey and whîite kitten, îlîat
thîotigbî lier tail the funniiiest thing iii the world, uiess
it iii-bI bu lier toes. I t is strange, but it is onl1Y babies
and kittens that seeni to derive satisfaction froni thecir
tmes. \\'len 1 siw lier again tbis stiuler, she wvas terri-
lily changed. 0f course 1 expected tbat slw wvould be
a1 cat witb dignlifmed don't-tucli-me mlailners, but thiat
shie should be the ii isamtlirop)ical creatuirc 1 met, wblen
she permîîate<l me t0 touch lier back and the tif of bier
tail, 1 really (11( flot expect. 'lrue, tbrec of the family
to which Nellie bondfound a watery grave iii tlieir
early infancy, but judging front the way shie bas îrentecd
tbis very intcrcsting kitîten during the last few days,
grief for the others caiot bave changed bier Su. 'l'lie
onîy eNhlanation 1 cati fmnd is that she being a mlost skil-
fui iouser, wvouId like to raiibic i. xviI seeking lier iaw-
fuil food, but a (Io-, ii Ille nexi. street is a terror to cals,
and she bias na.rrowliy escaped deatb at biis jawvs several
limecs. Thiis, îvbien onu tbinks elosely, is enougli to makze
aiy cal morose.

Now for mly tale of woe.
1 knew these cals were panllered and indulged, but 1

listened closely to the instructions conccrnimîg tbeir diet,
and tbought mny task easy. 'l'lie principal articles of
food, it liad beemi impresscd tipon mie, %vere porridge and
îîîiîk. Occasionalîy they would takeC a littie bread mlade
ver>' soft wvith hot Ivater and nilk ta taiste. Ment îhey
were very fond of, but tbis miust bu allowved themii very
sparinigly, for :111 authorities on cals unite iii saying that
a1 plain porridge diet is by far thie best. Fisli, on wbich
tbey doted %wiîdly, they niib bc indulgcd iii ocea-
sionally.

Scarcel>' lad the traimn carrikd iiy relatives away wlien
Cleinentina's iiies attracted niy attention. I looked at
thecir saucer. It %vas emipty. 'llie (lisli wbcere their por-
ridge %..ts kept ias emipty too. 'llic nest-door cal,
Samibo, %villi %houii thiey (our cals) werc very intimiate,
sprang out of the %vindow licking bis whiskcrs iii a v'ery
satisfied nianner, whicli cxplained the aching void.

kemneherin the bruad softcned with flot Nvater, I
preî,ared the comnpouind, and it scenied a savoury disbi.
'Illey hoth k-cpî looking III ai Ie %with longing eves and
hungtry cries while 1 did this. 1 put tlheir food before fliumn.
Ench ont: touchcd lier nose 10 it once or twice, then
tîrned awav wvith a sad weary air. 1 feit thme preparation
wvitb mly fliger. It ias a litîle ivarin. I tbemi cooled i.
by mnoving it about %vitb a spoon. They sat on thecir
tails watching nie %vith distrust in their gaze. 1 put it

(lown. They tricd kt again, thien turncd and lefu uIcl
roum. 1 too %vent away, and he.-an lu ftéui very insignifi-
cant, intleed.

Sooiî INelie, wîio as yolung -Soule firue nionthis old
caille 1) Ie, anld, %villi :1 forgivimg fri'.,k, jumiped mbit ni),
lap, tlienl 011 iii>' shoulder, and iii a minute ivas dCVOlinlg
liersellf ta inv cyclasîmes. Of course, 1 ob)jecte([, andl tuok
lier off iy Shloulder. Site thien amtîused lier-,elf îviti nly
fob-chain and fingers, somietimies licking, the latter umail
I coul(i fot endutre lier little rougli loue an>' longer.
Nîbblmg, h ici of <4ach ('muger ni succession, suddenly
site %vould take a flyîng le.mp at the sîvimgimîg bail on ny
cliain, and seizimig it would gnaîv it vigorously. 1. lad
begîmn îo féel tîmat necitlier ii' bîands nor iny cliain îvould
stand mlucbl miore, îîlien ('lemientimia at iblis junicture
spramig in at the open %vind(lw wiili lier ler'a-ioi'
caîl, Iliat Nellie iever iiiismook. Wh'lat seemiicd 10 mime
picciscîy the saie boid wouild onlly rouse a
interest iii the kîttemi, stîcli as rasmglier becad anîd yaiwn-
ing l>ut slîc listimguisbied the <lifllremt iiews as surely
as a suldier knows the différence Ibeîweeni parade caîl
and ', tuirn-il.''

For a moment 1 %vas gîad iliat ubiey îvouîd liave Sanie-C
tlimg to satisfy tîmeir litinger, but nmy gladness soon vin-
islied wMen Clemienima deposited the livinig cecature on
thie rug and proceeded to torture it. 1 rose liastily, amni
cried Il Get out, kitties," " Shioo, kitties," but ta nîo pumr-
p)ose. 1 mient on t1heir et nel deludlit thiey did flot pay the
sliglîtest attention 10 Ile. 1 trie(l 10 save the little ani-
niai, buit whien it sprang necarlv on my amni, 1 imiconti-
lienîîly fled. 'l'lie last glinipse I lîad of it 'vas wvitl Nellie
clinibing tmI) the curtain after il. %\'lieni 1 îentured back
îlcy iverc bath lying on thie rug Nvitl as benigmi ani ex-
pression as tlîougbi the' iad just limisiied bumildinig an
hospital for feeble amd disabled iîicc.

It ivas witm a great (leal of self-distrsîtua di prepared
tlieir p)orridge imest morninmg. I alliio.st tremilbled as I
îîlaced the saucer before tlieni. Nellie (Iaintil), lappcd
a utie of theu mîilk. Clumniemtimia oily tmrmîcd ammd look-e<

mile in the face with a scornfîui expression, that said more
piaimîl> îlîam %vords-

IY01 are a iice persan t0 have the charge of cats,
you are?'

'l'icn slie lcft mile %vitm thec air of ami oflfmided goddess.
Ihave neyer Imad the iuîcasure of meetinig a goddess,

niîuchl ess ami offemîded amie, bîmt hîowever mîîîmcli a1 goddess
Nvoul(I differ fromîî an offemided anvbudy cisc, ii thiat de-
grec did Clemiiemtimua differ.

I biad forgotten the sait.
'Fao soon she caille back, this îime %vitli a bat. Agaimi

the rtmg, received tic spoil. Nellie soon liad a lessomi in
natural liistory, andI found out tua. tiiuugh bats and
mîicc hâ~ve simiiar bodies, tliey arc vastly différent crea-
turcs. Slie tndertook 10 stir it tmp gcntly îvith lier paw,
iviiemi there ivas a sharp click of the bat's tecîli, anid thie
astomiislied kittemi drewv back, an(] exainied it. Agaimi
anîd agaimi suie clîarged and ivas rcpulsed. Cleinentitia,
%vith an attemntive luaternal gaze, biad beemi watcimg thec
emîcommter. 'Fliinkimîg it tintîe ta stop) sucli nomnsemnse, suc
noîv rose amîd miade a Ieisurcly attack, bîmt she ivas as
astomîislîcd as lier datiglitcr, for instcad of the bat sue
got a bite, andi the stramîge tliing, recogîîizing an antag-


