for cash only. e bought goods only
us ho required them, and though his
orders were smull, thiey cnme in {re-
quently, and he got the lowest prices
golng becpuse he patd spot cash. IHo
was saving his candle at both ends in-
stond of burning it at both cnds, as
the slow-pay buyer and free-credit
glver must do. Saving interest and
discounts and top prices on the one
hand, and on the other hand, saving
the losses from bad accounts, interest
on goodr sold on credit and expenso of
heavy bookkeeping and collecting. We
repeat, there are many merchants in
Manitoba who would be better off
with one-half the capital they now
have, If they could shift over and drive
o double team cash business.

————

WINNIPEG DISTRICT
FARMS.
‘The low price at which rich farm
Innds, sttunted within easy Jdistance

THE COMMERCIAL

within short distances from an ime
portant commercial centre, It must be,
a3 we have remarked, a causo for
wonder that settiement in this district
has not been more rapfd.

The city directory for 1898 gives
Winnipeg a population of -£5,000. The
eity I8 growing steadlly every year,
and affords a large home consuming
market for every kind of farm produce.
1a minny lines of produco the quantity
supplicd by farmers In the vicinivy s
not nearly large enough to meet wne
requirements of the city, consequent-
Iy an additional supply has to be
brought in by rail from outslde points,
upoft which local frelight rates must
b potd. Tarmers who live near en-
ough to the city to market thelr vro-

duce lhere, thereby  Bave the
frelght which would be vharg-
el Lo bring the produce from

a country point to the city. It will
only be necessary to take one class
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tender varieties of vegetable life, tho
Red River valley hag advantages over
almost any other part of tho country.
The altitude is lower and the country
is protected by bluffs and more for-
est growth than is found In most
parts of Manitoba. Land can bie pur-
chased within a reasonable driving
distance of the city from two or three
dollars an acre up to S8 to $10 per
acre for fine river front farms. At
these prices a progressive farmer,
with moderate means, can pay for the
farm from the income thoreof in two
or three years. In some cases set-
tlers have paid for their farms from
the proceeds of the first yewr's ¢rop.
Only Ilast weck the commissioner of
immigration at Winnipeg received a
letter from David Jones, n Welchman,
in which lie says:

“We left the old country eighteen
months ago and bought this farm of

160 acras, situntel about twelve mi'es
from Winnipey. for which we gave $1,-
L]
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of Winnipeg, can be purchased at, may
be considered almost a cause for won-
der. The present value of farm lands
in the YWinnlpeg district, in proportion
te thelr value for agricultural pur-
poses, makes them the cheapest lands
in the market to-day, in any part of
the civilized world, so far as The Com-
mercinl has been able to discover.
Take away all the commercial ad-
vantages and other desirable features
appertaining to lands within driving
distance of a busy city, and cthese
Inuds would still be great value ot the
prices at present placed upon them.
If there were only shipping facilicles
such as that possesscd by any country
ralfwvay station in Manitoba, these
rlen black Ia::as Jf the Red River val-
ley should possess great attractions
for settlers at the low values placed
upors them  When we conslder, how-
eter, that ¢heso lands gre located

of pmoduce to illustrate this feature.
There is always a good demand In
Winnipeg for oats for home consump-
tion. The farmer who can market
Lis oats In the city, gets the same
price that would be pald at outside
poiuts, plus the freight fromn the out-
side point to Winnipeg. This freight
is about five cents per bushel, which
means that it oats were worth 235
cents at outside points, the farmers
about Winnipeg would be getting 30
cents for them. And so on all the
way throughout the list of farm pro-
ducts.

The lands of the Winnipeg district
are the same rich black soil which is
found in other portions of the Red
River valley. For vegetables, cer-
eals and other crops they are equal
to the best Manitoba lands, and that
is saying « great deal. For experl-
menting with fruits and the more

400, Last year we had fifty acres
under cultivation, and it turned out
very successfully. We had a yield of
600 bushels of wheat. 300 bushels of
oaty, and 450 bushels of barley. This
total. together with our Qairy, pigs,
and other produce. broucht an in-
come of atout $1,400. We have felt
£0 encouragedl by our firat year's suc-
cess that we have bought an adjoin-
inz farm so that now we own 320
acres of land: therefore we expect to
have considerably more land under
crop next year, and wlen both farms
are broken up we expect to have
ahout 200 acres for grain oand eul-
tivation. and’ about 120 acres for hayx
and pasture.”

This i only one instance of mauny
which could be mentioned, showing
what new and comparatively jncxpe-
rienced settiers have accomplishod in
a single year. ’

There is abundance of vacant
available for purchase
casy  driving  distance  of
nipeg. but  from  presens

land
within
Win-
indg-




