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LOW FREIGRT RATES.
Oaa cent par bushiol le a very lowv rate of

frcight on grain from Chicago te Butialo, but
tlîis le tho rate rit which wlieat was contracted
for rccently. This le of course by the lako
route, and le a very low figure aven for the
water route. It le eaid that grain lias been
talion recontly tlîrough te New York, tram

lî<gvis the lako and rail route, for 5
cenlts par bubliol. Thesa rates show the im-
mense advantago te the produccrs of tho %vest,
of the wçater route to tho cast. The regular
all-rail rate on grain frera Chicago te 'New
York, during the past elosefi season ef naviga.
tion, lias been 25 cents par 11,0 pouncle, or equal
te 15 cents par bashoel. But as seon as naviga-
tion epene, thalakerate lias beanu t te liandeven
te 5 cents par bushel. Withont this lake route,
the trunk line railwaye would have matters in
their own bands ail the ycar around, and we8t
ern producers ivould hava ta pay muai highar
rates than thay are now taxed. Iho winter
rate et the railways je ne doubt lowar tban it
would be if thare were ne summar -vatar rente,
fer the cutting dowa et rates in the suminer,
wvill influence winter ratas aise It would ho
casier te maintain hieh rates, if thare wera ne
ibfluences te eut thamn dewn duting a portion
of eaeb yaar, than it now la te advance them
alter the close et navigation each year. Ilesides
tié, if the w inter ratas were advanced te vary
higli figures, there would hae sera inclination
te hoid producta over wintar, for tisa opaning
of navigation in the epriug. Thus it la seen
that tha lake routa la an inestimable beou ta
tisa preulucere and consumnera et the West, ln
the low suramer freight rates which iL offers,
as well as in its tendency to keep dowa ail.
rail rates in the m inter.

Wlsat ive wiesh te show in referriag te these
leu ratve, le the immense importance of the
lake route. The people et Manitoba and west.
cmn Canadà. generally, de net eeem te appre.
ciata the feul valua ot this watar route te tic
east. Thoe more mention et a railway te Hudson
bay, ia sutfi.iant te stir up the people et
Manitoba te a stata cf unbounded enthusiasa;
but 1:era uva have Eoinething ln 0cr lakte route
wbich is cf suese importance dt the moment
than a raiiway te Hudson bay. Wle de not
wish te detract anythiag freai the importance
of the nerthern route. Thiat route will un.
doubtedly hae oead in time, and we balievo
wil prove a practicai routa for shipment et our
suiplus producta te Great Britain and Europe.
When opeaed and tested thorough!y, «%ve belleva
the fIadeBoi bay route will prove a great boon
te western Canada, especiahly te the more
nürtharly and m csterhy portions et the country.

Manitoba la considered an inland iregion, far
$rom the seaboard, and one of the objections
urgad againitt the country, je the cost ef traits.
portir'g products te the scaboard. 3nt ira
have two water routes, stratching away lnto
the centre ef the contincat, and offaring
tue competing modes et tmansporting pro.
ducta at a vcry iew cash. IVe reter te, tic fakte
route te the ouat and tie Hudson bay te the

north. W~hat le nicaecd le the developing of
each et these routes te the boat alvantage. Thse
rate quotcd et eueo cent par bushel on wheat frein
Chicago te Bluffalo, shows what the fakte route is
capable et doing for the producers and consumera
et Manuitoba, if iL wera develeped as it cau
be. What hias been donc batween Chicago and
Buffalo con ha doue between Fort William
and Mionteeal,: proportionsa te distance et
course. Paney Manitoba irbeat being carricd
from Fart William te Montreal at ~2 te 3 cents
par bushel. Ia comparison witi the rata troin
Chicago te Buffale, this ie possible, but net in
tisa preseat partially dev,:Iopedl state et the
laie routa thiongh te Moatreal. The route
'msjt bc improved, te permit of L.he passage of
large steamers frein our Lîke Superior ports te
Montreat. The carrying eut ot these iinpreve-
mente, is tise oe thing aboya ail ethers whic.h
le aceded in the intercet et Western Canada.
The colargernant et our canais, te permit et tise
passage et large steamers througi te tisa ocean
eteainship port et 'Moatreal, ie tise great hope
et the grain trade ef western Can.àa.
- Leaving eut et the question in the nicantime

tIse possibilitias ef thte northoa outiet via Hud-
son Bay, aud consideriag only wisat may (and
ire may say can) bie accemplishied by tise ias.
provement et the latte route, it can ha slsown
that the ialand position et tha prairie raglan ot
western Canada, la net a tremendrus disadvan.
toge la the matter et traight rates. With the
improvemaont et our uster outlets, 'ahicis is
bound te comae in time, andi tIse imp.oved fa-
cilit les '- handliag grain by rail and water,
vary low freigit rates ay ba loolked for in the
future. The present duty et tise people et tise
West le te centend earnestly, and on cvary op-
portunity, fer thes fulîl developriient et thse lake
route. Fancy in the net very distant future,
tise tollowing rate on a bushoi ef wvieat freai
Winnipeg te Liverpool
Winnipeg by rail te Lake Superlor .. ..... . cent.
Lake supersor te Montreal .......... .... 3
Iloxitreal te Liverpool ................ ..
Intcrest, lii3urance aud clevater expense., .... 3

Total afllat Liverpool .......... 18s
Who wili aay tiese rates niay nlot ba possible

in time, thougs tisey may sacra impracticable
in the liglit et prasent conditions.

?N'ew considar present coat et gatting a buehel
et wheat te Liverpool, via the lake route during
navigation sea8on, tise wiuter rate being much
higher:-
Winnipeg to LakeSupetior ....... 123.5 cents

el''~~ liargesLske S3ulcrior .... ...... 1
Lake Suip2rior te Montreal ............ 9
ElceatinFc tIontreal ................ .. è31ontrea. to L.iverpool ............. .. 7
Inîuraiiee, co:mmissions, axehsnge, etc,

8Ay ............................ 5

Total ntloat Liverpool say ....... cents
Ternanal charges Livcrpcol .......... .6

41
Leaving off terminal chargea ut Liverpool,

the ceet et taking a bushai of whcat te the
Britishs port, it lill ha sean, ia about double
our astimate et a rate îvhich nlay be possible
ia tise future. WVe know shippera will stiue
when they sc thesie figures, but wien we con.
eider tise great reductionsi which have been
msade ia the past faw dacades, in the expense et
moviag trafflsc, tie possibiiity ef taking bien!-
teba wheat te Liverpool ut a coat if 18 te 20
cents par bushel ehouid net sceca enirsiy ridi-
culoute. Wlicatalready bas been carricd acrose

*the Atlantic at 3 cents par bushel, 9 te 10 cents
*par bususiel freight frein Mu innipeg te Lake

Superior, wo do net cen8ider improbable
for the future, and with the imprevement et tho
St. Liwrcnca canais, a rate et 3 te 6 cents.
Fort William te Montreat, wouid not ba an un.
roasonabie axpactation. Tise ocean rate et
course, varies materially at different coeton of
the year, being isigier in the fait and ivinter.
However, ire vili loave tise figures with our
readera te thlnk over.

WIIEAT SEEflING.
Reports ceming in tise first of tise week indi.

cated tisat v. lient aedig was wival advanced
ever a large section et tise province, previons
te tise stermn et Wednesday, April 27. This
etorm put a stop te work for tise balance et tiat
uceek, andI on isaavy land iL would delay work
entii longer. Iadced, reports from the coua.
try up te tise middle et last iveai, indicate tîsat
sccding oeratiens ivera atilt deiayed on
accouat et the storm ef tise pronions week.
A latter frein Brandon on Saturday, April
30, stated that wvieat seeding had been
finiblied on the exporimantal farma thera.
Advlcea treai Virdea, Carberry, Brandon, and
other districts, reportad many farmera tbrough
wiciî shaat seediog, and it le evidont that the
bulk efthLe mheat iras la the greunsi pitenons
te the storm. The general report as te the
etora le, that iL would ha decidedly beneficial,
as it gave the greund a good soaking, and
would pack the carts about tise seun grain,
tins impreving the eed'oed and renuoving the
danger et the earts beiag bloiva about by
utreng svinds. The only murmur cornes from
flat districts, whare the soit la heany, and
whera eeeding lias been dalaycd on account et
waL laufi. Suais istrict%, however. ferta a
emali portion et tise svhoe, and the benefit te
crops seun on liglit soit will more tian cern-
pansate in tie aggragate,for the deay causad by
an ever supply et uneisture lis saime sections.

Notwithstanding tisa backward state et
pIeu ing lutL tait, on accounit et tise lato har-
vest and untavorable weather, and the rathier
late spring tisis yaar, it la balieved that the
wheat area wiii show a fair increase this zea-
Son. Thse large number et new settiars who
have coma inte the country this spriog, bas
bean the mneans et affording a geod auppiy et
tarin halp. Many et the aew sattlers have
rcntad land, whici they mvili crep thia acason,
and there mviii ha touer impreved tarise vacant
tia season tisa for many years. Some farta-
ara wie were cropping a large acreago, have
dividcd thair holdings witi aew settiers. In
this mvay a tull area of crop wil l ha madle up,
netwithstandiag the untavorable conditions
whici cxieted at tîsa begirning ofet se aca
son.

The wheat area, bas aise bccn made up ln an-
other way, which la net as desirable a tbat of
dividing farmne ivitb new sttîere. Xe rater te
sowing wicat on atubhlejand ivitiont phowing,
an undesirablo (.nd ira may say sievenly) eus-
tom wiici bas heen growing in Manitoba et
late ycars. Tise tenaency et thie slip-ahoil way
et cultivation la te mnake weedy land. A ser-
ies of tests mnhici ara quito important te Mani-
toba farinais, ivas made lit the Manitoba ex.


