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Oatario Prohibition.

The recent defeat of the Scott Act in several
counties in Ontario, almost puts an end to pro.
hxbmon in that province, and shows & very
marked' and radical change in public opinion
there since the prohibition wavo of three years
ago was swelliug so irresistably. It should also
show to many wecll meaning but not overly
wise people the folly of trying to enforce such a
law upon any community, upon a slender ma-
jority vote, secured as is invariably the case
with such votes by appeals to the cmotions and
ot the calin judgmentof the people voting.

It must not, however, be assumed from these
sweeping Scott Act defeats of the past two
months, thet & prohibitory liquor law caunot be
successfully enforced in any community. Such
an assamption would be the opposite extreme of
folly. 'These defeats do indicato bayond doubt
that the vote which carries a prohilitory law,
must be one of & heavy majority of the com-
munity voting, and be sccared during a time of
popular calmuess, before it can bring any last-
ing results. There are ¢ mmubities on this
continent where prohibition has been made law
ia this deliberate and sensible manner, and in
these it has been found to work as smoothly as
almost any other law on the statute books.
These are, however, the only communities
where it has worked smoothly.

In almost every local community of a free
country popular opinion oscillates backwards
and forwards on all matters of public interest,
and it is this same oscillation of public opinion,
in connection with a country’s politics, that
fornishes the greatest safeguard againdt the
niasses beconiing mere tools of any clique of
peolitical schemers  No doubt this oscillation is
often tho result of popular emotion instead of
judgment, but it hag its limits- cach way, and
its-good effects all the same. A vote which
would ‘make .prohibition permanent, would
bave-to carry a majority sufficiently lurge as to
completely overstretch the limits of this oscilla-
tion, and-the more calmly the community made
the vote tho more permanent would bo the de-
cision. But when a-law is ‘cnforced” upon a
dender msjority Yoto 9aught on the anap of

popular emotion, it will soon lose the respect of
many who helped at the momeut to mukeit
law, and this is specially the case with a law,
which can declare s man a criminal to.day for
carrying on what was his licensed occupation
the previous day. . 1

The Peddler’s License,

The question of increasing the .license for
peddlers doing business in the city of Winnipeg
from §10 to 8§50 a year for hawkers on.foot
and to §125 a year for those driving a horse
or team, was to have been discussed by the
City Council on Monday last, but all the spare

time of the council was taken up by arguments-

against the increase from a deputation of
Knights of Labor, who marched.to the council
chamber in a body with bamirs fiying, and
from represcntatives of the Grocers’ Associa-
tion in favor of the proposed increase of license
fec.

The scene in the council chamber was a novel
one, as the city’s representatives had-evidently
wet, not to discuss the matter, but to enjoy a
public debate on the subject. They listened.to

“a harangue from somo of the representatives of

the Knights of Labor, which was frequently
more forcible than cither logical or convincing,
all of which how.ver was patiently. listened to.
When the representatives of the Grocers’ A:

sociation commenced their ionings, there was
much less display of patience. The first speaker
was ioterrupted with hisses, groans, cat calls
and other disagreealle-toises, nono ‘of which
his Worship the Mayor made any effort to
quell; and it was only when'the second-speaker-
called for his protection that the city’s official.
head made a- half-hearted effort to-call the:
galleries to order, which was only par_tiauy
secured.

Altogether the meeting-was anything but an.
orderly one, and made plain. tke -ipability -of.
the Mayor to control the gathering, to such an
extent as to make many of his-former sup:.
portcrs who. wero prcseut rcgret the support
given.

- The question:agitating tho minds oi 8 lnrge

_crowd of tax payers Iy, What right have-depu.. [
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tations of Knights of Labor, Grocer’s Associa-
tion or any other body of citizens to take.up
the time of city conncil meetings with speechi.
fying. Ifsuch people have anything to lay
before the coudcil, let them do so in memorial
form for the council's consideration. The
arguments of Monday night were anythmg but
ir *tructive, and the couticil should so far 'show
iw. _ense of dignity by compelling all petitioners
to confine their argumints to written memo-
rials.
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Grocery Pointers, .

A now product is being introduced'into the
:Canadian market in the shape ‘of cotton seed
lard, manufactured by the Cotton -Oil Product
"Co. of New Yook, On behalf of the product
‘it is claitned that not only is it equally nutriti-
ous and as cheap as the best refined hog lard, but
that the same results can be obtained with 25
per cent. .less quantity, which means a very
rconsiderable saving. It can be used for all
cooking and domestic purposes, and those who
have tried the article are free in their expres-
sions of satisfaction, and have bought more.—
Glizette,

Fionan haddies are the same as Finnan had.
.docks, .and are prepared- at Finpan, County
‘Kincardine, Scotland. The fish are cleaned
_while fresh, and,.after a certain preparation,
aro smoked with the green branches of the fir
“tree, or better.still, tho sprace, .thus comuni-
‘cating to the fish its peculiar odor aud color.
‘The imitation, or what one might call the adul-
terated, Finnan haddies, are prepured by the
use of pyroligneous acid; but the genuiae are
.always prepared by the usn of the fir or sprice.
‘Tho fresher they are the better. Ia fact, the
-Scoteh feel they are not goodafter tho fourth or

fifth day.—Fa.

Tt was agi'ceki by the fire, water and' light
commntee, 1o recommend- that. Acting ‘Chicf
Code be nppomtcd permanént chiéf 6f° the fire

i brigade and fire'and building Jospectar. A re

} commendation that has tho cntire approml of
tho citizens gemmlly.
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