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THE FRENCH DRAMA,
(Continued.)
“Inr Cin'

Don Rodrigun and Chitdue, o brave youth and maiden of the court of
Don Fernaud, first King of Caatile, love one another devotedly, as souths
and maidens do, when n sudden blow contes upen them in the shapo of a
quarrel betweon Don Dicguo and Don Gumis, their respective fathers,
which, after many mutual recriminations, ends in an insulting blow given
by tho latter man of valour to tho former. UDon Dicgue being then too
old and feeble to faco his enemy in pereon, called vpon his gom, Don
Rodrigue, to challengo Don Gomez and revengo the intulerablo insult which
had been offered him.  Don Kodiigue, at first plunged iu the depths of
despair, knows not what to do; he cither must by death forever Jose
Chiméne, or incur her never-dying amimosity by slaying her father. Ho
cannot hesitats as 1o fullillivg his father's command 5 he well knows that
her contenpt, if ho tamely suffered the iusult to his father to pass un-
punished, would creato s effectuul a barrior botween them os cithor of tho
other possiblo contingencies. Ho accotdingly follows tho dictates of his
manly honour avd challenges Don Gomes, Dou Gomd's, though a valiaut
soldier, fulls Ly the hand of Don Rodrigue, and Chiméne putting aside her
love as a hateful suare, goes to th. king to demand justice and punishment
on the head of her father's wurderer. Ilon Fernand unwilling to loso &0
young and valiant a warrior, more especially ata timo whon tho hated
Moora wero invading his country. tries o pacify her, and finally dismissos
her, promising that justico shall bo dome. Don Sanche, an adorer of
Chin'ne, then appears upon the scene, and bogs her to allow him to bo her
champion and put an end to Don Rodriguo; she rofuses, trusting to tho

romnise of tho king, but tells him that should an opportunity for serving
er arrive, shio will call upon him. Don Rodrizue is advised to fly from
the pursiing vengeance, but not caring for life if it separates him from
Chimeéne, ho secks an interview with hor, and giving her the sword with
which ho had slain hor father, begs her then and there to plunge itin his
breast. This she refuses to do in spito of all his entroatics, and, though
irofessing a lifo-long enmity on account of his offence, lots him kuow of
Lcr still-abiding lovo for him ; sho tells him of her desiie that he shouid
dia as expiation of his crime, but promises him, should she accomplish hor
end, that sho will not survivo him. In the next scene Don Dilguo advises
his son to show his prowess and gain ths friendship of the king by putting
himself at the hiead of brave men-atarms of their family, and undertake,
without the king's permission, tho cradication of the dreaded Moors. This
Rodrigue resolves to do. He goes to the war, carries all before him,
disploying tho utmost coulness and courage, aud relurns triumphant with
the title of * Cid” bestowed upon him by the wondering Moors, to be
loaded with unsought favours by the king.  Chiméne, howover, no sooner
hears of his return than she again flies to the king and demands justico.
Don Fornand, vexed and puzzled to know what to say to her, first informs
her that Don Rodrigue’s life is too precious for him to allow it to bo takon.
Wheroupon a discussion as to tho justico of allowing an oxception to be
made in his caso ensues, and again Don Sancho offers hiriself as Chiméno's
champion. Tho king, thus seeing a way out of tho difficulty, asks Chimcne
if sho will nccept the offcied championship, and sho rather unwillingly
agrees. Don Fernand, who understands her feclings, then doclares that
whichover of the two combatants lives, ho shall have the hand of Chimdne;
Chiméno 1emonstrates, but in vain. Don Rodriguo then sceks another
intervisw with Chimcne and bids her good-byoe, telling her of his intention
{o baro his breast to his opponent and let himself bn killed without resist-
ance. She, finding that he means all ho says, and that to him life without
her is insupportabls, begs him 16 do his best for her sake, and ho goes
happy to thn conflict. Svon after, Don Sauche sppears, and brings his
sword to Chimdno, at which sne, imagining that he has killed Rodrigue,
lets her feeling get altogether the belter of her, calls him murderer, traitor,
and assassin, and flying to tho king tells him that Rodrigue is dead, that
she has sacrificed hor love to duty, and that now all that sho asks for is to
bury herself in the cloister. 1on Sanche, whe up to this time has not
been ablo to say a word, now eoxplains the true stato of the case; how
Rodriguo after dissrming him had given him back his sword, declaring
that he could not shed blood risked for Chimndne, and had sont him to the
king. Chimene is then in a state of mingled joy and confusion, and the
last scenc describes tho just arrangement of the king by which Don Rodriguo
isto leave Chimcéne for ome year to mourn over her father, and then
relurning from punishing tho Moors, to bo united to her in marriage.

Wo can imagine the enthusiasm of the thinking publie, so long indulged
with vapid sentiment or unblushing vice, at the pure, clovated, and graceful
design and tono of tho entire picce. Tho idea of tho whole is the sacrifico
of passion to duty,and the plot is clothed in the mnost high-toned and
beartiful language possible. Look at a few lines in tho first interviow
between Chiméno and Rodrigue (Act IIL, Scene IV.), whero he, though
exprossing his sorrow for tho occasion of it, justifics his action in her oyes:

Je fais co que tu venx, mais zsans r‘umor I'eavie

Do finir par tes mains ma deplarable vie ;

Car eofin a'attends pas de mon alfection

Un Iache repentir A'une bonne action.

L'im]uubfe effet d'eno chaleur toop proinpte
Deslionerait man pere et me caivmit do honte.

Tu sais cornmo un roufflet toucho un homino de evrar,
J'avais part a 'effeont, j'en ai cherclio Vanteur.

Je I'ai vy, J "ai venge mon honneur et mon yrere
Je lo ferais encore si j ‘avals a Jo faire!?

The Cid was but tho beginning of oven greater things. In 1639 ap-
peared “ Horaco” and in tho aame year © Cinma,” which by somo critics is
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lield to be hir greatest work, though othors accord that homour to
“Polyeucte,” which appeared in 1640, in which ia portrayed the sncrifico
of lifuto tho principles of n horo's faith, Aftor this tho genius of Coreille
declines.  “Ta Mot de Pompeo” followed in 1641, aud in 1642 “ Lo
Mot.tour,” Corncille’s tinest comedy, ‘Iferaclius” snd ** Rodoguneo” iu
1646, aud in 1659 and up to 1674 appeared various picces of moro or loss
werit.  This great genius onded his days in want, which drew down upon
his king much just and soveie blame, Boileau offoring to the great monarch
to give up his own ponsion for Courneille's bonefit.  Thoe twwo hundred coius
seut by Louwis NIV, lo the dying pect came too late to affosd him auny
comfutt, and ho died in almost abject poverty in 1681, A touching story
is told of Corneillo requiring a shos mended, and going meokly to tho
shoomakor to wait whilo the work was dono, possessing but the one pair of
thoes. .\ beantiful poem has been written on tho subject by Theophile
Gautior (I811-1572) called ‘Lo Soulivr do Corneille.”
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VouBARBER & VOSSNAOK,|¢¢ (‘( ! I 1 b/
Sule \seuts for Nova Scotla and New Branswick j )
for the

Rittor-Kellner Sulphite Wood
Fibie Process.

Corner Duke & Water Sts.

AUG. VonBARDER | EMIL VOSSNACK C.E JALIFAY, N. 8.,
442 Eaut fieh e, | 62 Bedford Raw,
New Yotk Halifax, —
; | IIIGH ( WINES
Nova Scotia Steam Laundry,| HIGH {WINGS o oins,
) CLASS ( SPIRITS, gre.

No. 9 Blowers Street,

HALIFAX, N. 5,
JOHN A. POND, - - - Propristor.

Choice Seleotion of Port Wine,

JINGER ALE
A Al ! |f (JII\ 2 a,‘
l.aundry Work of every dewription executed at "ELE As’ ( LEMONADE.
short notice. Gentlemend’ Underclothing Repaited
Frecof Charge,  lace Curtains are ¢arefully ..nd
well Cleaned.  Orders by Mail promptly attended
to

Bass & fo's Pale e,

WM. BANNISTER
144 GRANVILLE ST.,
HALIFAYX, N. §,,

Importer and Dealer in Waiches, Glocks,
Jewelery and Optical Goods.

| A fine acsortment of the latest Parisian and New
York Patterns of

Silver Knives and Forks, Napkin Rings, Card
Receivers, efc., efc.

1AN OFFER! AN OFFER!!

The best daigns of the famous WALTIAM
WATCHESY, wr1ect from the Manufactory, at
Prices that defy competition.

Remember the Number—144 Granville Street.

NOTA SCOTIA AGENCY

o FOR —

MUNTZ PATENT METAL.

ORDERS SOLICITED FOR
SHEATING NAILS AND BOLTS.

Munzt's Mctal Co (L1d.] Birmingham, the manufacturers of theabove WELL.KNOWN METAL,
sell more of their Pateat Sheating for vessels’ bottoms than any other of the many manufacturers,

WM. STAIRS, SON & MORROW,
Solo Agonts for Nova Scotia, Halifax, N. S.

—— ity

of Sheets 16 oz. to 30 oz.
Bolts } inch to 1% *nch.
Stemplates and Nails.

As the price of this metal is now lower than has ever been known, the Agents would advise ship
owners aod masters to take advaniage of the price and remctal thelr vessels.

SEND FOR PRICES AND TERMS.

THE LONDON

RUBBER STAMP CO.
217 Hollis Street, Halifax, N. S.

Manufacturer of Rubber Stamps fer
Banks, Railroads, and Offices,
LF Stamps Cleaned, Altered and Repaired,

Aigents Wanted,

INDERTAKER AND FUNERAL DIRECTOR,

JOHN SNOW,

{Sexton St. Paul’s Church),
6 Argyle Street, Halifax,

Place of Businessopen all night. Al orders per-
sonally attended to  No conaection with any other
undestaker,

Carry a full stock

The Central Board of Agriculturs of Nova Scotia Lave made arraugements for the
sisita of Mr, Jakemnan, Provindal Veterinary Surgeon, an follows :—

Angust 15th- Piotat August 21st—Yarmduth.
* 18th—XKortville. Septeryber Int—=Trmro.
* 10th—~Bridgetown, o Sth~New Glaxgow.
“ S0th— Annapolia, o 9th~-Pictou.
* 20th—Digby. o 15th—Winilscr,
Thoss who lave domestic animals suffering from disome or accldonts or requiring
operationn to be perforined, would do well to noto tho dato upon which Mr. Jakeman

ivsita their locality.



