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Garlbaldi on tho War of 1870.
The following is n translation of thoe let-
fer addreased by Gon. Garibaldi to Signor

ordors a fow days proviously—a forco acar-
cely suffioiant” (o dofeud our positions.
Finally, contemporancously with my armia

tico—to which without our knowledge, we

Bordone in nnswer (o the accusation brought 'had ust the honour of being admitted

against the General and his son by M. Per-
rotin his report to tho French Assembly on
the campaigu .of 1870 :

Carrsna, Dee, 15, 1874,

My Dgar Banrvoxg,—Thero is 1o epoah

in tho wholo of the military huslory of
Franco,which is marked by so much humilia
tion, imbecility, a3 the poriod which began

with the year [870, and  osntinming, unfor- |

tunately, to these days, *hows us yet no
sigas of ending.  Cornvupted by the two fold
disease of masiod despe*’sm, and the most
shameless ard lying clericalism that was
over secn. that noble nation which for scar
cely Jess than a centiny has procltimed the
encred principlos of liberty und the rights
of man, presents to day to the eyes of the
astonished world the sad spectuclo of n
humilinting declino sucli as history husg
never beforo switnessed. That degradat on
of Franco which goes by the namo of rarus
and priests would with it processions, mir-
acles, lies, blot out thoe dsgrica with which
it bas stained the glorious siandard of
France. Priests and avistoeracy,old and new,
have begotion or resuso.tated the Empire,
and—necessmty consequence of that mon -
strous abortion—the completo destruction
of the finest of armies in the lour cutnstro-
phes o Metz, Sedan,Pans and tha Jura; jn
which, without exception, the gapremecom
manders of the forces led thoawr soldiers to
massscre or servitude with an idwey and
stupidity of which it 18 impossiblo to find
exumples elsswhere. Armios of more than
100,040 men surioundod by forces o! infori-
or numbers, and compelled to luy down
their arms—heroe are increditabls things;
bul hereis tho true motiva of the hatred
and spite showa towards thit biuve hittle
Army of the Vosges, which committed the
great fault of not allowing itself to boe beat
en and surrounded like the great marsheln
of the Empite.  ** Theso aro thie barricades
that saved the south of France,’ said a
French peasant, pointing toa shrod of red
cloth which his ploughy hiad turaed up, to-
gether with the bones of one of the brave
defenders f Dijon.  And the word of sym -

athy ard fellowslip of the French prasant
13 suflicient to compensate us for the cruse,
envenomed, and contemplible invectives
lnunched against us from the sacristy and
by tho rurals. According to Periot’s report
to tho French Assombly, Iieciotti, the
youthful victar of Chatillon, with his §,200
franctirours, had in a cowardly maunor per
mitted Manteuffel's 30,000 men to murch
toward the east. The admiration of those
who knew that young nuu upon the fild of
battle and had a sword of hionorpresented to
him, as Chief o1 tiie PFourth Brigade, in
those days by his brave compznions inurms,
froome from the necessity of conlescending
to u justificit'on of the military conduct of
my son. * Not a single duy, nora single
hour did the Army of tho Vosgaes fgit
ayainst Manteullel's forces to provent them
from marching = against Bombak” Per.
haps it was Perrot and his Vaisulles bre-
thren who fought and diove b..ck the enemy
ou the 2Ist, 22ad, and 23rd of Junuary—
three duys of almost uninteriup.ted fighting
— when [ had st my disposition about §000
men of the Army of the Vosges and 135,000
mobilized National Guards commanded by
Gen, Pellisstor, of whom one half wero
wituout arms and tho necesgaries of a cam-
paigy, and had only been placed under wy

,

—with tho threatened capitulation of Paris

'nuid the rotront of tho Army of the Bist into
Syitzrrland —then, I say,thoy sent us caval-
ry. artillory, and as many mobiles as they,
had nt their disposal. But it was too late

"and ifwe had remained twenty four hours

longer at Dijon we shonld have bovn suy

I rounded anderushod by a force of imymoii

'sely supeiior numbers. Uh, if Franco cQuld..

only olliterate the pages of Ikt history which
licars the impress of the annee lerrible, and
which were written by the pen. dippedin
wire, of her atistocracy, of her clargy, and
of her Idarskinls! But who can crase the
)ages of history 2 Andl who will cleause that
noble peovle from the two fold disgracoof
lits arstoceacy and its priesthoed 2 Liberty
’will uundoubtedly work this miracle.

| Yours, G, GARiBALDL,

P. S. 1ftho Army of the Bist—informold,
like myself, of tho movement of Mantouflal
—mstond of retreting upon Switerlwnd vy
the Jura Mountains then covered with
sunow and ice, had withdrawn by the valley
of tho Doube, which was its natural lineof
communic ition and supplies, with the forts
of Besangon and Auxerro for its supports.
aml werg :e-—accupying Mount Volland,
which commanded Dole, Dijon, and their
neighvourhood—would certuinly have sup-
ported them with all our strength, their re.
trent would not huve proved so terriblea
digaster.  Gen. Bourbaki, hawever, refustuy
to put lumself in communication with the
guerrilla Garibaldi.never sent me uny infor-
mation concerning his movements or his pos
ition,although his 2rmy might have execut
ed its flank march frora the Nievre to the
valloy of the Doubs covered by small bodies
of our army on its left flank, where the
enemy was posteds  \When [ received infor-
mation of that fatal tetreat, and set out
with 2 amall vanguard by rail 1o assistit,
having commanded all my forces to follow
ma, [ found, on arriving at Lons la Januier,
that the Army of the East had already en-
tered Switzerland.

Our XMilitary Deflciencies and Their
Remedy. .

‘The military question is {urning up as,
probably the most important of the season,
W have again and ag:in called attention to
tho subject, whilo the public generally

the a in the past the future would take care
of itsoll whiio they pursued their scrambles
after gain and porsonal ambitton, The mat-
ter cannot Jonger be concealed, strive and
strugate ngainst the conviction as tho pubs
lic may, that in a military sense Grent Bri
tain is 1n n very imperfect, not to say dane
goroua position. Woareglad tonote the most
intelligent of our Mombers of Parliament
are taking up the question and attempting
to face tt ono way ot another. The Duke of
Cambridge. as comman lor in chief,the other
night, told the merchant tailors of London
tho views ke held ou the present position of
affairs. He, liko a sensible man, combatied
tho absurd and shallow dogmn of certzin
weak ausd amiable miads, that moral power
necded no physicil posier to back and en-
forca its claumsg, and to.d them that without
puiysical there could be nomoral power. 1t
is not tho movince of the commaunderin

chief of the British Army to philosophise on
thoe othics of force, but he did not concenl
the fuct that our army is in a very aritical
position, for tho want of propor mon toservo
in its ranks; and from his position as mili
tary guardian of British intorests.ho.told his
audionce in plain term3 that thore ave nave
only two sltornatives opoeun to the British
publio, viz.,that ofconscription or inoreasod
taxation. e told them tho military mean

ing of a chicap nrmy or niwy was nothing
clse than compu'sory 8orvice. Mr. Cowan,
the junior mémber for Edinburgh, the other

day, spolco sensibly on the subjest, and l1st

woele wo had the membor for Renfrowshire
and the member for Paisloy both treating
the question with ability and doncorn, for
the public interest, No one can know the
whole bearings of the question bettor than
Colonel Mure; ho has served in two warg—
at the Cape and in tho Crimen; ho was
Colonel in thoe Scots Fusilier Guards, and is
8till in nctive command as Colonel of the
2nd Renfrewshire Riflo Volunteers. From
his political views, he may be presumedt
to Le il tho interests of peacoand economy,
aud yet the pictura he draws of our milltary
position, so far as our réguiar army is con

cerned, i3 n vory melancholy one indeed.
Colonel [Iolms, an extonsive mauufacturar
aud & Liberal Member of Parliament, has
had no special military training, beyond
that which ho has acquired as nn active and
intelligent Volunteer in the Lanark Artil-
lary Brignde, and may also Lo presumed to
have strong ezonomic leanings In the dis-
cussion of public questions. Differing us
theso officers do in detail more or less, they
are at perfect agreoment as to our wretohed
military position, and thit without. our Vol.
untgers the country would at the prosent
moment bo Invitingly open to danger from
without, We do not profess to be tho vro
phot of national disaster, but the warnings
given by specially obsorvant authorities can-
not long pass unhgeded, even by jhe-most
callous and tho most supine. Both Colonel
Muro and Colonel Holima déprecatn con-
seription, and think that the ovil mny be
nfot by an incrense of tho soldier's pay.
‘They seem to think thal, by taking a leaf
out of the trades unionists' book, and in-
creasing the wages of soldiering. they will
fill the ranks and *sirengthen the miserabla
physique of the British Linesman. It bo-
tokeus a dark day for British glory tvhen it
is told that our soldiers are unfit to carry
their knapsacks or stand an averige day's
march, but it «ill, we fear, take a very
Jarge amount ~! cash out of tha British
ratepayors’pockets if the soldier’s wage is Lo
bo put into -competition. with that of the
miner. W hardly beliovo the country vill

seemod heedless and c.llous, in the nppar | stand the incressed pay which is requisita—
ent belief that a3 no harm had come to say tu 2s 4d per day, or dquble what it now
,is. Wa lhave no hesitation in saying that

the increase of the soldier’s pay, at least in
the regulur army, is, as things now are, an
absolute necessity ; at tho same time. we do
not think that increase of pay will alono
afford the remedy. Tho word ¢ conscrip
tion’ is nn ugly word to British ears; evory-
ono of us repudistes it with his whole henrt,
though there are not a few of us who look
with favour upon compulsory service. Wa
do not believe the military questions can be
solved without a.combination of increased
pay and compulsion. Government has offor.
ed a premium t0 army oflicors for an esse;
on the best mode of récruiting the army,
for wlieh, as Auxiliaries, ivo are deobarred
from competing. We do not Lesitate, how-
ever, and wo have not hesitated in time
past from our stand point as Volunteers, to
offur suggestions on_the military question,
Under Lord Cardwell’s organization scheme



