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SYRIA AND THE EUPHRATES,

A very interesling and instructive paper
by Mr. W. P. Andrew of the Euplrates
Valley Railivay was réad at the United Ser:
vice Institution on Friday.the 23rd ult.,Lord
Strathnairn in tho chair. s

Usring to thoe indisposition of Mr. Androw
tho paper was read by Captain Tyler. An
animated discussion fnllowed, which showed
that, besides national apathy, the achemao
has to encounter the oppositicn of ccong.
mistsand of the advocates of other rontes.

No one was_ bLetler fitted to take the
chair on this oceasion than thie noblelord
who has endeavoured, with, wo regrot to
add, but little success, to improse the
country and the Government with theam.
portance of the scienco of strategy.

There is no panic just now, and mapy aro
s0 satisfied with the amount of instruction.
and the number of cxaminations in .the

Army. that they are quite convinced that a.

foe would haveno chanoe; science has
reached such a pitch that.an coemy would
be “‘spirted’’ away ! .

It hos not occurred tosuch, however, thaj
they havo tuemselves a duty to perforp,and
that it is useless to expect o cook tocools,
your dinner if heor she has not the where=
withal, or that it is foolish to leave your
doors sud windows open, and then blame-
tho police if yonarerobbed. So the country
cannot expect usArmy to bs of machavail if,
temporarily to save its pockets, it allows

a formidable Power,an aggressivo policy
and opposito intercsts, to occupy all the
strategical poiats. .

About two vears ago, during an invasion
panic, wo poin out that Syrin was the
strategic centro of the British Empire, and
that any first-class Power seizing that posi.
tion would havo the arteries of the existenco
of thoempire at its mercy, Sidco then,
Rassia’s progress in Central Asia, and the
concessions recently granted for-railways in
Persia, although they seem diretly to men-
ace India, are really moro formidablé tothat
counlry from itheir proximity to Syris. An
jnvagion of India wonld bo an andértaking in
tho fullest senco of the term ; neverthelcss,
thereare many able men whoregaid-Rossia’s
designs as all tending that way. &o they
may be, but  Russia’s YTwlicy is less pugna
cions than wily and plodding, and -it would
certainly bo a smaller underteking, lecs
fighting,less expense, and less risk to take
Syna. It is s casy to find an_excuse for
going to war with a Sultan aswitlia Khan,
whereas it might require somo considera
tion to frame a plausibly sounil and serious
ground of quarrel against a_European State,
and particularly agniost England. Moro.
over, with the latter Russia wight fear that
sho would lay herself open to thoe dreadful
s s5ell”” of having arbitration proposed, just
as all her arrangements were .complote and
her nrmies straining i tho leash.

Wo tink, thereforo, thnt Russian diplo
macy and strategy wouldl sdeuro Syrin first,
and unless wo could then, with our centre
pierced and our telegraphic -communicziion
.soyvered, wrest that position from her; the
British Empire would bo at an epd. A
quck, eager mind might suggest, *nve might
open comurunications ria Canada,™ o which
wo add * if Amearica were nentral ; but svon
8o, Russia has the Amoor.

Tho question of the Euphraies Valley
Railway, is, therafore; hiot only oneof an al-
ternative routo 1o India; it aflccts the con-
dition of animportant sirategical point.Such
a work as that railway would bring incrensed
wealth {0 Syria. and would developits vast
and long buried resources. Good internal
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follow as a consequence, and instead of be-

our beingnble to gssurge it atany moment
|would probably bo sufliciont s itself to do

witrds Indiz. ,

sia, whethior via Coustaptinople or Persta, |
nearer (0 Syrin are 10 our disadvantage.

Even the route whoso termini are almost

identical with Mr. Audraw's, but which

crosses the Euphrates: and Yigris, nassing

Mosul to obtain the trade of those dfstricts,

is faulty. Itpresents nsalient towards ous

opponent ; and the whole portion of 1t eaet

of the rivers would falt into his hands at the'
first blow ; while Mr. Andrew’s line,covered !
by theTiver is perfectly safe from a strate- !
gical pomnt of view; and, commercially, if’
the districts in question have any wants or!
anything to sel), they are quite near onough‘
to the line 1o make it worth their while to!
make use of it, withoutour sacrificing stra-
tegical principles for tho sole purpose of
taking it past their doors.

Two speakers at the meeting differed
W¥idely in their statements regarding the
capabilities of their country through which
Mr. Andréw's lino would pass; onc assert:
ing.that it was an irreclaimable desert, and
.the other who had the advantage of a long
tesidenco 1n that country) cantending that
tho soil was most productive whercrer culti-
fafed, and that its ruins and remains of
countless canals, as well as the testimony of
bié;(!igrians, prove it to have enjoyed long pe*
riods of wealth and splendour, which could
not" have been attained {o by a country,
whoze soil contained no riches ; and with
this 1ast ive are disposed to concur.

Thafinancial part of tho secheme does
credit both ta &ir G. Jenkmson and o Mr.
Andreyw. . Tho necessary loan of £10,000,000
could.with Jittlo difficulty bo raised for tho
Turkish Government, who guarantee, & i
mmum dividend of 6 per cent, but Mr. An-
drew desives that, to tho extent «f 5 per
cont, per anuum for twenty five years, it
sbaulg be coucter guarnateerd by England,
as ns is already tho care with the four per
cent, loan. Thus wo arc not called upon to
Pry any portion, of the dutctest, wacept in
the gvent of Tuthyy fuiling to dv 20

DNow, Juskey bas alnay. fullilled her ent
gagements very honpurably, and there 13 no
reasongfor supposing thatshe witldiscontinue
doing so, unless, indeed, she bo disnembe -~
cd:aad pluadered by Kussis, who is cuclos:
1ng hier 3n tho toils of a system of ruilways,
for which we ourselves wre daly providing
thoamoney.

But, as regands the loan under cousider-
ation, itas usual with Turkéy, Egvet, and
somo of tho siuller states, when yaning to
namo the revenues of some provinee, or tho
procecds of some tax, as the.r guarinteo,or
tho source from whenee the obligatians wil?
bo mhot, and in accordance with this custom
the Porte agrees to assign as security-in the |
present ceso ** the customs, dutics, and port,
charges of the ports of Alexandreita und
‘Bassorali™” (at either end of the railway,, *as '
well 15 certain revenucs and other resources
of tho provinces throngh which the railway
may 455" ; and also ** an absolule morgago |
upon tho railway and Jand and-works until |
the extinclion ot tho lean ™ -

Thus, any pecuuiary rish which Eugland

would wcur is bound up in that country:
which.for stratgical reasons she must defend

i

roads and_railways, wonld | can successfully prolect Syx:ia l'-x;m a;;rcs—sion
ing an obstacle, it would alwnys be available| trgethor)
for us as a. base se powerfgl,that the fuct of | pay the interest of tho £1

ter Russia {rom maluing any hostile mmuve to '

to lior lastshilling. WWhile, therefore, we,

fJuty 29, 1833,

(i.e, 80 long nswo can hold our empiro
wa shall not bo catled upon to
y 0,000,000.

The foan when when raised is to Lo de
posited in the Bank of England, in the
namo of & mixed committee, ind applied ex
clusively to th+ construction of tho railway

As regards tho different routes discussed, | #nd provision of rolling stock. The net in-
any fine of lines thtt practicully bring Rus- | como proceeds of the railway ave to bo psid

o the Bank of England, add applied ex
clusively to the payment of the interest and
the smlang fund.  (See Report of Select
Comunttee, July 221872, and letter from
Sie G, Jeukinson to ILE. Musyrus Pacha,
Fobrpuy 16, 1870, and reply of tho latter,
March 12, 1870.)

Surely,never were so advantageous terms
offered in respect of an undertaking of such
vital importance or of so urgent necessity
to the Empire, and, apart from M. Lessepy’
recent propasals to the Russinn Government
or ¢ the vindieation' by Russia ot lier inter-
ests with Turkey, which the Russian jour
nals informed us last month would shortly
be & necessity, itis quite clear that any de
Iny canonly affect the now proffered terms
30 our diszuvantage.—Broad Arrow Tth
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‘Lthe Pans Government has received in-
formation which it regards as trustwothy,
thatnstiuclions bave been issued from the
head of the Internationals in London to sub
ordinate in France, to organize for service.

Laborstrikes throughoulEurope ara to ke

.carried ont.

I'noce Frederick Charlcs of Germany, hias
tendered Marshal Bazune evidence in his
favour on Ins trial tor the surrender of Melz,
to the Prussian mmy.  ‘I'ho Marshal, low
ever, declines to permit tho evidencs {0 b
mtroduced.

The Journat de Paris says the project of
placing a Prince of the Houso of Hohenzol
lern upon tl.o Throne of Spain has not been
abandoned. .

A number of discontented Carlist leaders
and former Liberal Uniopists aro sailto
favor tlie Hobenzollern candidacy.

Duke d'Aumale has naked} leavo ofab
senco from the Assembly to preside over
tho Courls Martial fo {ry Marshal Ba- -
zine.

Aun exaung debato took slace in the
Assembly to-day, (24th July) in the course
of which violent religions partizanship was
evoked. : ’

1t 1s probable the  Assembly will adjourn
on Thursday next.

>pecie snthe Bank of Franeo incres
cd six inllions of francs daring tho paif.
week.

The TCarlists claim that  their effodtive
forces an Spamn now number 30,000 men.
They have disembarked a largo quantity of »
arms and ammunition from Ebgland at
Requieto.

Lhe Carlists have mindo a formal demmd
of Frauce for_tha r«cognition of their rights
as bethigerents.  Tho French Government
havo refused and declared thatit will e
main perfectly neutral, ’



