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8arY, the man is produced anll the lo:an is nmade, of course on1

8eeurity entirely inadequate in1 atiy real busines transaction.(

With some natures this nethod is 1,est ,Not a Word has been1

sa-id about a vote, but t.he agen'tt knows that he hias bought
crie Th vitim whîi < ot reflect on it, knows it1

aiso, and the more honorable he is the less inclined hie feelsi

t-' vote against the interests of one who has. se obliged hM.i

Son1letiines the agent bluntly proposCs to "f end " the money

hiïnself, the nature of the agreement reached depending1

enltirely on the character of the victim as devel<>ped underi

P1esu,.e. These transactionhs are not usually large; the small

POlitician genierally lias n~o great credit, and cannot owe and1

does not handle large suais; but the agent, if hie chooses, can

readilY Pay lîjîn a few hundred dollars, charge twice the suUm

tO his Conmpany, and pocket the difference.eidplgsfrn

When by such methods the agent has receid lgsfrn

at least three of the debatable men lie considers himself reasofl-

ably sure of the contract. Knowing his own situation, he is

sure that his rival cannot have mnade any such progress as

Would justify him in large advances, and hie feels certain that

what has been done, backed by social influence and perhaps

Occasional "Itips," will keep his meni straight and win the con-

tract. H1e endeavors, however, to get the fourth debatable

Inan 13o as te make eight votes secure and te guard against the

ever-present danger that one of his men may "ILall down " or

"squeeze " him in the belief that his single vote i essenil

Anl experienced manipulator prefers to buy outright votes

enlougrh te- win. Then he can consuit freely as te the highest

figures at which he may place his bid withcout comlprOlIîSIF1g

his friends. This the shrewd agent always looks out for, hav

ing often te, restrain rapacious inembers who would have ijn

raise his price that he may get more te divide with themn.

When corruption is discovered it is usUallY brought to light

through recklessness in this particulal'. etr ifrn

While this work has been goiig On an etrl ifrn

C arpaign," based on reason and argLiifeît, 1lias been carried

along with the incorruptible members of the badadwt

the ý5-go pno n nlec r rotstrongly
deipublic, whose go pric.ad nlec The ini-

dired t~o strengthen and sustain the corrupt mea.

.corruptible members of a public body include those who are

colscientious and those who are simply strong, the latter

usually men of wealth and standing who do not need nioneY

and would promptly resent any approaches of an imprý4Per

l'atuire. Such nien are mnoved either by reason or by preju-

dce, perhaps as ofteni by one asbytethrbuthyan

not be corrupted. No iniproper proposal is ever made te any

Official who doe8 Rot hiîuself make the way ea.4y, and the weak

are always well prepared, either by the mnethods that 1 have

described or by their own instinicts, before actual corruption

18 atteîupted. The Ilcampaign of Muttion " for the Public is

'if ten carried on by a subordinate of the agent who knoWs

nlothing whatever of his chief's corrupt oeratiosfieuently

by S011W îman cf speciallocal information and influence.

8titmsreckless agents, sure of their ilboodîse" votes, en-

tirely disregard public opinion; but the mnostscesu rb

are those who have the greatest skill in comibining effective

bribery with all possible attention te propietis The pre-

-sent condition cf State and municipal governimfent bas de-

veloped a species of man possessiiig these qualities te such a

high degree tîtat nearly all br 'ey asexs udted.Th l

and gross forms ofcor utio wld beueec tonce. The

Maniulaionof egcortrpti sfrlntlbe ianiPulaticli of

maniulaton c legslatres ifes fon volved in the larger

smaller boKdies only in the comp nlictin" tin or inter-

numiber cf men concerned, the effects of 0 0 ilrconiios

fering bis, party politics, and a hundred esiil8to coditios

As te the classes cf men mcst easilY accefisît ae corrup

influences, agents invariably agrtee. Easily frtaelae

(f workinginen's or fat-mers' political mnoveeflts In estli8t-

inig an elected body, the memnber5 elected on such tickets are

Pl»ced on the directly purehasable list wîthcut anchnquiapry

Next come the e<iters cf country newspaPersadnWppr

in siall cities; then country lawyer8 aind that clams cf city

lawyers who usiually seek such Positions,~ though lawyers and

editers as a rule prefer te g1088 over the trangaciîofl by the

pretence cf profeslsional services which deceives ne one cou-
cerned. Religious profession rarely makes much difference

with politicians, althcugh it tends to reader them more

cauticus and leads theni te insist on indirect method8 cf ap-

proachi when both parties perfectly understand the end te be

reached and are equally anxious te attain it. Nothing is

more comnion with sucli men, when receiving money for

"services " than the expression, IlNgw you understand per-

fectly that this bas nothiag te do with my vote "; and if they

receive a better offer from another quarter and the outraged

%igent reproaches theni with deserting him, they quote his own,

language against hi! "The religious sharp.%" say the agents,

"4won't stay bought." Perhaps they have mushy intellects

which really deceive their owners in such inatters, but the few

clergymen who drift inte practical politics eati almost always

he bought hy indirect methods. Farmers are likelv te fali an

ea.sy prey to uia.ccustoined social attentions, and are exceed-

inglv susceptible te a foricf influence cf wlich' I cani only

hint in these pages, but which is constantly einplcyed with

succ'ess.

The cnly remedy for municipal corruption is txe eleet iioiman

te office who is uiot f ree fromn debt. Moral reputation is a

flimsy security for conduct ; financial competence is a very

g ced security indeed. A man out cf debt anîd with a bank

account, even a small come, Ls not lîkely te be ccrrupted. Cor-

ruption involves sliivery to the corrupter, and all men love

freedomn. The iiost venal man living prefers at tlhe îast,

moaient te vote a-8 lie pleases. The private circuinstances cf

nominees should therefore be a matter cf public discussion.

When State and municipal legisiatures are composed eatirely

cf men whose income habitually exceed tlîeir expen.ses the

problemu of corruption is very nearly solved. 13 util theal we

mnay look for bribery wherever water-works, gas-works, or

electrical plants are te be establislied, in the granting cf street

franchises, in the adoption of school text-books, la the regula-

tion cf licenses, and,, ini fact, ini momt circumstances where

legislative or State action affects large private interests. The

remedies wlîich seem te me likely to be most effective are

wide publicity of the conditions that invite corruption and

careful scrutiny cf tlîe financial condition of candidates. The

main point is te remfove teinitt8tion, on the one hand, by

selectilig officiails fromn the claiscf amen that are financially

indepelident, and, on the other, by glving tbem the fewest

possible opportuflities te exercise official discretiomali a man-

ner te effeet private interests.

EDITOItIAL NOTES.

AN. important political meeting was held at Orangeville,

Ont., a few days ago, at wlmiclm several members cf the Do-

auniiion Goverarnent made addresses. Mr. John F. Wood,

Controller cf Inland Revenue, wus one cf the speakers, and

in discussiing the tariff, aecording te a report la the Empire,

said:.

There 18 a false impression with reference te the Conserva-

tive party and the Nfttional Policy. This false impression

18 an injustice te both. The National Policy was mot

adocptod f rom choice. The UJnited Statues had a hlgh tariff

wall. Canada at tlîat tinte had a low wall. The Governument

had done everything te get the United States te lower their

ws.ll, and, failing la that, had, found it necessary te raise a

higher wall cf their own. It was then that Sir John Mac-

donald found it necessaIy te move that historic resolutioni cf

1876. It bas neyer beeii intended that the National Policy

should be perpetulLted.
Regarding this speech the Empire said..

Nion. Mr. Wood bas not, we may hope, addresged bis last

audience ln Western Ontario; and his practicàI speech is a

clear and sensible enunciation cf Canada's -position on the

comimercial questions cof the day.
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