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The Protection of
The Sparrowhawk.

—
{The Recret of Captain M Cracken's
° Disiike For Duekr.3
—
Many peable have thei special anti-
gEales.  There a1 - mstuntes on -0 nd
one fainting at the scent of helis-

§pe; of another becoming hvsterical
the mewing of a cat; and 8o on,
2 g0 on, Ad infinitum. The Seotch.
i & rule, are anyvthing but a nervous-
steceptible natlon, taken either - al-
«tively or individunlly. Naor have I
d that those members of it who
Jlow the scu as B CAlHDR are more
than their =hora-kKeeping compite
jote,
811, to she presmmt day. and pred-
bly te the dav of his depurture, Juho
‘Cracken, retired masterwariner of
berdeer, becomes sinnally and pow-
erfully moval by the r1y of the o=
pestic duck, rendered universally and
ipproximately a3 = Quack #* HIR red
¢ grows 1edder, his Hght bive eyes
dowet menncingly, and his  hands
pen and close ne=vously. as it longing
Hcr some missle Wherewith to annihliate
he uncousclous fowl—ot  jts human
lta!u:‘x N . .
= 11e Sparrowhasnk. bark, M'Cracken.
Emaster, was chartared to conley ie-
Lrning Chinese passengers from Sing-
rore to Amoy.
E 1 think the tegulations ays to spave,
umbets, ete, cte, could not, in thes:
¢, have been very strict. Be this
4 may, Skipper M'Cracken filled
until he coutd fill no more, The
veen-deck was llke a freshly opened
ne tin; on the main deck they
¥ in double tlers, Many roosted in
tope. ‘The boats on the davits and
e long-boat on the skids swarmed
h the home-going children of the
wery Land.
The better class, merchants, trades-
pen, etc, had secured ‘everything aft,
om the Captain’s cabin to the Hte-
ard’s pantry, for which accommodi-
tions fabulous sums found thelr way
foto the pockets of M'Cracken and his
drates. For'ard, the crew had vacated
the torecastle In oonsideration of sun-
i;aadry handfuls per man of dollars, which
they had subsaquently dixcovered to be
s chop.”

The mlld-eyed heathen in hig lelsure
Smoments had amused himself by
Zpunching pellets of xood silver out of
Sthem and filling the holes up with
Zlead. From taffrail to bowsprit-hecl,
Tercin waterways to Keelson, the gpare
rowhawk secthcd  with 2 sweltering
anass of yeliow humanity. Every soul
had & square of naiting and & water-
“Jar, also un umbrella. They aiso all
hed money—more or less. The fel.

=and long finger-naily, owned chests of
M, all in silver specle, stowed mnug-
aweay in the lagaratte. The herd
rried thelr littie fortunes, hardly
ed by years of lucessant toll as

pan men, porters, or what not,

M the great Lorder clty on the sea-
Sgoset, hidden for safety In difterent
ays upon thelr persons.
. . .

.
The vessel looked grotesaue to a de-
_mree.  She was fying light, and tow-
=ered loftlly out of the water. Upon
Ber deck, amidships, rose two big ar-
Srangements after the nature of boilers.
ese vere for cooking rice, and were
Ebccasionally the scenes of flevce fight-
Hing, during which the Europeans would
Stlamber Into the riging, leaving a
Setear fleld, and applaud vociferously.
=
Zhey wete a harmiers people. and
foug rarely doing

The passengers, however, hore it all
gldly. ‘They had pai@ M'Cracken
many doliars per head for a piece
bis deck. and the situation of it
e quite immaterial. Moreover, wet-
not homeward bound, after years
ation trom wives and lfttie
with fortunes made beyond the
Men in such clroumstances nr
‘be good-tempered under most
Ppositions.

Yy squall wuuld probably have
the loas of the Sp
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AT d matile stole he bought
ond-hund. # couple of canton— thies -
potndois wise royerad dozen of prape
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The ship’s ngents smiled caninglv,
snd winked at each other, hut. know-
ing thelr mun. forbore further agiice,
Wil recognizing the Inutility of it. A
Scotchman vwho owus a fuli half-inter-
ext in his ship, who hails from Aber
deen and habitually comes ashore in
jatitude v with a Glogany cap on,
no umhielia, end neked feet, s not
a being te stanc arqument.

One night the meon 1ose tull, anti
right #ft.  Rh: jose, tne, wnith a big
blark sput in her dige that  had po
right to be the -

I be a junh. I thinkin i ihe
“Rinper sald picopiiv, aite Gorhing
Aawny fora - Jule wath his 2lass, ~an
w muckle an- gt that.  She's fetohin®
a Lteeze Wi her, whllk's a comfort™

Scme of t hug-paficd anistocate
Wele Ioungirg abeut the poop.  They
needed no glass te make out the ap
Proaching tesrel Guthering  in a
sroup, they cackied noisily, polnting
and gectlculating among tho mrelves,

Then, coming up to the Captain. one
of them—it was his Chilstlan friend—
riucked him by the arm and uttered

Inconically, with  exiended  digh,
“ Prat 1!
. . . .
“YWeel, Jolumie,” replied old

M’Cracken colly, as he¢ gathered the
other's meauing. “ piteet or no plreet,
Ein he come u wep closer, ve'il just
repper the hid2 o' him «i' cauld .hin**

Without more adb the Chinamun a4«
«d into his cabin, and in a minute or
we peappeiticd wWith a0 most hideons
idol and & bundle of perfumed papr.
Placing the thing right nnder the <Kip-
Jor'a aose, he B oa yard of paper and
began  to sereech  an  Invedotion,
MCracken was jtritated and shucked.

* Mo, mon” W2 eaduimed. AR 1
thocht ye was a Christlan.”

So saying, he selzed the juss and
fiune it far ovahoard, inte the silveiy
water just rippling under the coming
ureeze.  The worshiper utteted a vell
of dlsmay. But there was ne time
to 1-ory, and, rushing below, ke brought
up another god, ten times as hideous
as the firt one, and, descending to the
welu deck, aroused the ship with his
devotlons.

Then arose the sound of a mnultitude
waking In fear,—an impressive sound
and a Up the open h
from the steeming, fetld ‘tween-decks
they streamed in hundreds, lke dis-
turbed ants, with cries of alarm and
grief, and strong callings upon their
gods. In a minute the ship was alive
with lghts burning before idols of
every description. A thousand half-
naked figures crouched cowering from
the break of the poop right for-ard.
Aft, a handful of rugsed Scotch sea-
men gased quietly at the black spot
over the water.

Fresently the two little guns were
cramimed half up to the muszle with
powder and grape, and placed each In
a socket cut out for it after leaving
Singapore, The remainder of the weas
pons were, with a stock of ammunition,
divided among the crew. Hot irous
were put In the galley fire; and the
skipper, having thus placed his ship
in a thorough state of defence, felt
complacent and ..alf inclined to short-
en sall, wait for the pirates to come up,
and then give them & lesson. Old sea-
man though he was, he was a new
hand In these Eastern waters.

Confiding his notion to the secoud
mate, who was also carpenter, also
wsallmaker, a frizsled, anclent shellback
of much experience and endless voyag-
ing, the other laughed aloud, but not
mirthtully,

“ It sald he, “yon's a ‘prat,’ as
Johnnle there ca's it, we'll be meat for
the fishes afore the sun's risen!"

* Hoots!” exclaimed the skipper an-
grily, * whaurs yer plu~h, Davie, mon!
I dinna think ye'd be for showin’ the
white feather w'ready, an' ve a New-
burgh lad as weel's mysel’! What's a
handfw’ o' naked savages like yon in
compare W' us an’ oor arteelery?”
*An’ hoo mony men micht he carsy
yonder, dlv ye think?' queried the
other, taking a squint at the junk,
whose huge salls shone whitely under
the moonbeams.

‘‘ Mabbe a score or sae,” replied Mc-
Cracken, " afrmed malistly wi' spears,
an’ skeens, sic, a8 I've been tauid. bein’
their usual weebcns,” N
The -other chuckled hoarsely us he
sald, *If she’s a plreef. she’ll hae at
the vera leest a guld °wo ‘undred
sboord, a' airmed wd muskets and
swords, forbye things they ea' gingals.
takin’ a.sax-vunce ball, to say notain®

all on board. But Captain
took the risk—and the dol-
He slept on an old sail folded
the cuddy skylight. His mat-
5 he had leased, along with his
yoom, to one of the

o' stink-pots an’ ither Mon,
I've acen 'em wi' guns they cannonies
there wadna mak' rammars for. But
it that:chap has ony, I doudt we sud
4a’ heard frae him ere the nuo.

“I was ance,” continuted he, *lyin’

lght,
st. wers at intervals. At the
droy, wp would go every um-
; and, looking from aloft, the
Was & queer one.

leaving Singapore the skipper
Peen warned that pirates were
to be met with in Chinese wu-
and, short though the passage
advised to arm, At al! events in
sort, his ship and crew. This

In when they cut
oot the Cashinere, a bouncin' ocean
steamer, n the braid daylicht, an’
murthered ivery soul on hoord o' her.””
The skipper listened silently, Then,
wetting his finger and holding it up he

% Perhaps, after a’, Davie, mon, ye
might s weel st they t'g'nt stun's’ly,
gin ye can get them up, wi' sic an

keed fhe sadls full. The fiesh canvas, !
however.  sent  the  Sparrowhawk
through the water haif a Krot fanter
and she Was hoginning to perceptibly -~
lcare the junk asisn, whin saddeniy
ot fiom her aldes fashed a jong row
of sweeps, under whese npulde she
recovered her Jost proard very qniekly.
1f there had been anv doubt qbout the
chotacter of the stianger. 1here res
matied nene now . and the aproar.
which had partially ceased an the junk
£l astern. grogse agaln with tenfold
vigor.

Some uf the passcngers went down
into the Inzarctte and commenced t¢
stow as many dollara as thry cotuld
about thelr elothing. Others divided
their attention between their idois and
the skipper, ranning frantically from
one to the other. Curlously enough.
the junk appearcd sailsfled to maintain
her distance, although. had she su de-
aired, she could have overhauled the
barque.

Now, from away on the port hand,
vhere lay tae outline of the Chinesge
coust, black bereath the moon, came
o gentle mist hanging iow and thick
upon the water. As it gradually en-
‘eloped the ship, hiding all but close
chjects frem view, she was Kept away
thice or four poluts. But presently,
With the haze, what wind there was
et her, the ralls gave u few ominous
fiaps, and ther hung limply down. At
this moment & Chinaman, uttering o
loud 3ell of fright, pointed over ths
starboard quarter. There, close aboard,
loomed up a dark mass almost, high as
she was, on a level with the Sparrow-
hawk’s poop-railing. It was the junk. 1

“The het poker, quick!" shouted the
captain. Some one brought it, and,
unheeding the skipper, dabbed it |

vay on the touch-hole of the
little csnnon pointing directly, as it
happened, at the plrate.

The powder, belng damp, fiazed for
& minute, and, just as M’Cracken sung
out, * Mcre pouther; she’s fluffed I' the
pan!” with a roar the thing went off.

NO DODGING HIS ARROW,

No matter how tnuch of a businem
wottan a ‘woman may be, when the lit.
tle jove-god makes up his mind to shoot,
there is no protection against his arrow,
Yet many

! tigat
wifehood and motlierhood, gcause she
feels unfitted-for thiet by some physical

se,

special ailments to which the femi.

niine organism fs liable, not only unfit &
woman for happy wifeliood and mother.
Liood, but incapacitate hier for any sphere
of action, No woman can di the
Aaily duties of any position with comfort
er satisfaction who is constantly weighed
down by 1 hes, backaches and
gq:_g, weakening draina,

roubles of this nature are not by any
means a nécessity of womanhood,

are positively and completely cured
Dr. "Pierce’s Favorite h{
imparts genuine Bmm. .

in this mz&nﬁ
V. Plerce,

Over Dr,

the mv-%‘l’d{m‘otmnd Surgical Imﬂm.:
of Buffalo, N, Y., saw the need of some
simpie, effect ve, aud certain cure for so
geled female cot{n%hh;h" He was

N, &8 now, & specialist in the diseases
of \w'x!nen. and th’l: result of his study and
tive remed; ;.o’wnthaell over the évlelﬁd?
world as ‘.zr Pierce's Favorite
tion, It cures where doctors have fail
llt t:m'lzxst where ‘mnlici;}es {nve been use.
lese, cures in a perfectly natural wa
by purifying )nd]:nreng\hgynlng the u{

s cure

t leaves the whole body in ‘better cone
cition tham it ever was, It cures withiout
the local examinations and treatment so
u:'l‘a?m;: fod e\fery modest woman,

# Tt
vrnkae“;s, ";ewrkoen ll'-:. "R'g: l‘?’(‘l‘l‘;\fr:;?;

. “I had

1036 So. I8th St., Omaha Neb,

beating down seusations, headaches, severe
pains and general weakness,

advised me to take Dr. Pierce!

and I have taken nine bottles of his * Fa-
vorite Prenndpﬁnn * and four vials of *Pel.
Iets.! I could natice a change after [ had

taken the first bottle and now am well and

¢ & sick day. I bad eight doctors
ie uld have to have an
operation perrol'med. but, thank God I did

not, and Dr. Plerce’s medicines have re.
m')‘nd fie to perfect health.'

1 was run-down with nervous prostra.
tion and female weainess, und kidne:
trouble,” writes Mrs Maranda Ramsey, of
Smartt, Warten Co . Tenn  “ Bowels con.
stipated. My whole syatettiwas wrecked,
Ma\-dm(end: thox;-iui\ I would die. 1
Tead of vour medicincn sy [ sentand
;' Golden Medical Discovery,’ ‘Favoﬁf?l"rh:-
scription’ and ‘Pelletet ~'In ome week's
time 1 could begin to sit up. In twe weeks

1 could sit up all day,
that T had to'be heiped b

it

1

awfy' rabble aboat the dxck.” H
The breese had died away again.

There was-only just enough of it to

Off and up as well, for It sprung six
fect In the afr, and dexcended with 5
crash into the binuacle.

“Feteh the Ither ane,” shouted Me-
Cracken, ~“an gle “em o doge | the
wame  Hear till ‘em,’- he continued,
ay a moat extiavrdinary  noise arosc
from the junk now just alreast uf the
mizzen rigglng. - Ilear till ‘cm reraig-
hin . the thievin' heathen pireets. Taey
have na muckie Ikin® for slc A med’-
cin’. It gives them the mirligoes. Plt
yer fut on her, Tam Wulson, whiles I
aend her aft,” he went on, addressing
a ~aflor, a8 the other gun was prought
over and shipped.

it yer ain fut an het, Captain,”
answered the w1 dinnn withes
gither ke the notisn  She’ll lat oot
ke uny cudds. judgle fiae het mate ™
Bul the sKIpper was 100 (xelted t5 are
®u . and, applying tne hot iran. spit—
fizzlr--bahy, and the plece went up
and, this time, clean overboard.

A thousand capering madmen were
yelling at the top of thelr volces on
voaid the Spaitewhunk. but bigh and
shrill gbove «ien that clamour rould
be aivard the stieeen flom the junk at
that last discharge. The fug was still
thick arcund the aticr. and the ship’s
sails being abuck, she was making a
stern board tov ird  the vnemy, tu
whom McCraken. exuliing. determined
to administer a coup de grace jmme-
diately.

“Non, th-n a'thegither,? he crled,
nnd the old muketa and the bells
muazzled pistols roared and kicked and
went a leaden shower  Somewhere,
while, amld an indescribable medley of
yells and cheery, the defeated pirate
vanished into the mist.

Some one cried out that she had sunk.
Tut presently the sound of her sweeps
could be heard In the distance.

Then the skipper, flushed and elated
with vietory, snapped his fingers In the
serond mate's face, as he exclalmed:—

*That for yer Chinese pireets, Davie
McPhairsant Whaur's a’ thelr mua-
kets an’ gingals an' sic-like the noo ?
Gin they had ony. they were ower
frichted to moke use o' them, 1 ex-
peet I But growing  serious, My
names, nae Sandy McCracken gin I
dinna charge Tam Wulsen two pun
ien shitin'—whilk is the price o her—
for lettin® the aee cannonie gaIg nvers
hoord. 1 tellt him to keep her down
WP his feet, and he wadna.”

Swatow ut last: and the Sparrow-
bhawk surrounded with a thousand sam-
pane, whose ozeupants welcomed thelr
retutned friends and relatives by try-
ing to emuintz Babel.

MceCracksn was deifled. Ills  cabin
could not hold the presents that he re-
eefyed. Also. his grateful passengers,
having set apart a day for special re-
dolcing and  thanksgiving, wveturned,
ond willynilly, decorated the Sparrosw-
hawk, after the manner of their land,
with banners and lanterns, and had a
high old time on board.

The story of tha fight ran all up and
dawn the seaboard. Hong Koy heard
of it, or & verslon of it, and the Ga-
xette published a long story headed in
big caps—*Another Piratical Outrage
-=The Sparrowhawk Turns on Her Pur-
siter—Congpleuour Bravery of the Cap-
tain and Crew—The Plrate Beaten Off
With Great Loss.* Singapore heard of
it. end the Straits Times followed suit
with “Four Junks and ‘ferrihle
Slaughter,” this later term, as we
shall see, belng pretty near the mark
#= to what happened.

But what cripple is this that in o
couple of days comes staggaring up to
the 3watow anchorage with her mast
talle full of holes and hor decks cov-
ered with scarcely dry hlood, and
Wwhose crew dance and screrch a wild
deflance at the Sparrowhawk as she
Tasses on to the juner harbor ?

Presently, off comes a wiandarin and
8 guard of soldiers and hales McCrac-
ken ashore, protesting and threatening.

The British Conaul & just dead of
enterle  fever. There I8, however, #
French one, and he hears the com
plaint of Sum Kum On, master of the
Delight of the Foaming Seas.

The tribunal is u mixed one, conslat-
Ing of two mandsarins and the Consul.
The first witness called Is 8um Kum
On. He states trat his vesvel 1s a
coaster, engaged mostly In the poultry
trade. That, on the present trip, he
left Kin Fo, a small port four days'
sail from Swatow, laden with a deck
Cargo of ducks for the Swatow and
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Test the —sge—

=KIDNEYS

Thay aze the Great Feeders of our Bedies

The Purlty of the Blood fs Dependent on thelr
Cleansing Powers

There's & time to all. old and young, m.
woman, whep poor h-n'hh briags |rzub?a'.'-n:re&:
and burdens hard tost« -d up undcr, and one's efios
to tid himself or herself seem only to be baffed at
ﬁm* 1urg, and we are prone 13 grow discouraged
hiat I8 not the timae to give up—but the 1lma for
action, the time to seek out ¢he seat of the trouble,
and act 3 your best judaent and the experience of
others will help you gnarding against midakes in
the treatouent adopted for your particular sllmant.
MR. GEORGE BENNER,
WIAPTON, ONTARIO, S3ysim
As a life saver +~ mankind, I hereby state
oK1 BT o Y giate what
1was fuzly nonbled with Constipation
nesc i the Kidneyx. and In my
B R
o u
that thy hava saved my Ife. v
DR, CHASE'S KIDNEY-LIVER PiLLS
are the only Combined Kidney and Liver Pillen
What they have Accomplished is but a
guarartes of what they willdo o ., , «

passenger, a wealthsy  tea-grower of
Iionan, who, carrylng many aoliars,
was nervous and afrsld of pirates.
SIRhting the big vesscl, the tea-grow-
or. NOW In court and prepared to give
evidence, prayed him (Sum Kum On)
to keep close fo it for protection from
sald pirates.

He d1d so. But in the calm and ist
be unwitiingly, and without evil in-
tent (being, as thelr Highnegses could
sec, only & poor trader), came too near
whe=, to thelr amazement, showers of
bullets and ‘great cannon-balls tore his
#alls to pleces: and, but for the coops
heing piled high on deck, assuredly
every soul must have perished.

In splte of explanations and shouts
for mercy, he was repeatedly fired into.
all his caign kliled, sixty new coops
of the best bamboo knocked to atoms;
one of the crew degperately wounded,
hix vessel irretrievably damaged. His
claim was for five hundred dollars, and
he retired, secure In the knowledge that
the Heaven-Born Son of the Great
Forelgn Natlon, whe, that dav, with the
‘fwin Lights of Justice, occupled the
Judgment-seat, would mete out com-
pensation with an unsparing hand.

The dealer gave cvidence much to
the same effect, Then the wounded
sallol, whose scalp had been furrowed
by a ball. ghastly with bandages and
the gore, which he had liberally smear-
«d over his fvatures, told his tale. To
wind up with, the unlucky jumping
cannon, pitched on to the deck of the
Junk, was produced as evidence of
identity. Outside lay other witnesses—
hundreds of fine fat ducks, all stiff
and * high.”

Around the bullding the fickle crowd
could be heard raging for the blood of
the unfortunate M'Cracken, so lately
thelr hero. The Consul, who wspoke
English well, was obviously 111 at ease.
The two mandarins glared sourly at the
voor skipper.

“I think, captafn, you'd better pay
at once,” sald the Consul. * Rvident-
1y & most unfortunate mistake has been
made: and that is the only way out of
it that I can xee”

“ U'll aee him hong’d afore I do 1" ex-
clalmed the skipper. * Five hundved
dollars Is a hundred pun aterlin’ o' oor
noney I An’ a’ for a wheen dukes an’
@ crackit held! Na, na! Tell the
skirlin® fule I'll gle him fitty dollars,
an’ that’s mair than &’ his gear's worth.
I'l gang to pressin suner than pay &
muckle sitler as he's askin’ I

Outside the * children of far Catha, ™"
could be heard yelling louder than
ever for the heart, llver, and entralls
of the *white devil.” The Consul's
face grew graver as he listened to the
wounded sailor, just below the open
window, haranguing the crowd.

“ What's a’ that claver aboot 7" acked
the skipper.

*They are demanding.” replied the
Consul, “that these gentiemen '—in-
dicating the mandarins—" should have
you cruclfied at once. And, upon my
word, captaln, if you don’t soon make
ap your mind they'll do it. I am power-
lesx to asalst you in any way beyond
finding you the money demanded.”

M’Cracken turned blue. It wus iike
parting with his itfe, the parting with
that hundred pounds. But he could see

Chee Foo markets. Had on board one

no escape. As the Consul yuickly told

B TRIS <o Bo gueston of imprison-
et but one of cssli down So he
paded_ and vresently, follcwd by a
coolte carry Ing the tittle - anton. made
hic vav to the hont e twien lnes of
yitnnmg soldlery, over whore shoulders
The rabble. dersive now qud Ked itaels
Boaise And among the very nofstest of
them ali he « wight RIRKT o* his « tirist-
Han  passenger

The Bpurrowhuawk took no  treight
from Swatew. Rl sadted . - Rangoon
#peedily. but there 3t svan just ar bad
The Joke War tua good not to circulate.
T vvery Fastern port she and her peo-

e were greeted with  volleys  of
" qnackd © by the native  population
bioth on land and water. Legions of

imps, black and copper-coivured, and
all quacking with might and ain,
formed the skipper’s retinue it he went
azhore anywhere betueen  Yokohama
and Bombay,

Nathve masters of countiy wallahs,
lying within hail, would grin and ask
him for the protection of the Sparrow-
hawk te their next port of cali. Tt be-
tAme unhearabic Fndia, China and
Japan s~¢med to turn into dickpens at
his approach,

No he touk the Spairowhawk out of
those waters altogether. and =hortly af-
terwand gave up the sea. But, although
thete are no ducks within a mile of
s hause on the Aythen, there are
urchins—8cotch urchins=and he has
ant perfect peace. The story is too well
irown to admit of such contentment.

Note~This story, The Piotectlon of
the Sparrowhawk. 13 taken from Steve
Brown’s Bunylp, a collection of stor-
les by John Arthur Barry. Published
Ly John MacQueen, and republished
bs The Saturday Evening Post, Phila-

delphia,

——
WESTMINSTIIR'S PULPITS.

(The Unlversity of Ottawa Review.)
Westminster  Abbey, desecrated
thought it be, is still an eloquent mon-
ument to Kngland's anclent falth., The
noble proportions of its lofty nave, and
the magnificent aweep of the arches
of its vaul: are unhldden and unim-
paired by the tawdry modern tombs
that render hideous the lower portion
of its walla and plilars. The superbly
carved ambe whence the monks used
to read the Gospel and preach to the
people, I8 still intact. Close by, a
mean wooden pulpit serves the preach-
¢rs of to-day. To the writer these
pulpits seemed admirably to symbolize
the doctrines preached therefrom ; the
one cold, cheerless, and vold of all
elevating influence : the other uplift-
ing, beautitul, and full of glorjous
promise. Hence the following
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