IN NOVa SCOTIA AND THK ADJOINING PROVINCES.

dit for thousands of years ere the wiite man
trod his banks, and as he appeared to the
French navigators, whose daring vessels first
ploughed his waters and as_he shall be view.
ed centurivs Lence with delight and joy by a
vast population, great in wciaith, \\'jx(lon) and
plety; forming a transatlantic empive worthy
of its noble stem.  Along the banks in every
direction within the limits of rights are to be
marked an endless succession of shining vil-
Jages, all of them with their lofty church
spires poiming o the heaven and bidding
man remember his Creator, cherish his desti-
uy and prepare for glovy. These beauties ave
enhancet by the surface of the shining waters,
that but smile upon them for one moment and
then glide away, like the happiness of earth,
to return no mare.  Away towards the right
at a considerable distance is to be seen be-
hind an island the shifting belt of fram, that
marks the place, wiere the famous Lachine
rapid precipitates the enormons volume of
water down a terrible slope. ‘The presence
of human science and genius and the mate-
rial advancement of our race is brought
vividly to mind in the noble bridge, that
stretclies on the water its fong dark line,
sustained by buttress so high wthat one en-
not conceive of their thickness antd capacity
10 stem the current, especially when it
is loaded in spring with the ice of a conti-
nent’s waters, in the white steamers that choot
across in every guacter, and in the long trains
of cars wpun different railronds procliming
their presence across the city by knd signuls.
At the wharves are to be seen all sizes and
varieties of vessels, loading and unloading
the fruits of man’s labor, and towering high
abave the rest, one of those seean steamers
whose victories over the most powerful ele-
ment formed an era in the progress of science
and of man, and whose success the colonial
exile views with especial interest as bringing
him nearer to the home of his finhers. At
Yis feet, down at a depth that makes him
shudder, the spectator sees the busy erowds
that throng the streets of the finest and 1a0st
promising city in B. N. America, Tlow small
they look!  They think themselves very
miéhly people probably, but they svem to us
amaller than ants on an ant hill.  And yet
we are only about 200 feet above them!
How small menand human things mustappear
to an angel of heaven lnoking down upon the
hustling, conflicting crowds! How smali they
mustbein the sight of him whom the heaven,yea
the heaven of heavehscannot contain! Ahno?
"I'his is mau’s way of looking at things! Tlis
ways are not as aur ways and his thonghis
are not as our thoughts. Ilix greatness is
shown by caring for the sparrows of the air,
the lilies of the field and the archangels that
stand in ineffable glorv before his throne,
For those beings that I see running too and
fro” immersed in sublunary affairs, and their
bokoms swollen about some of the thonsand
triffes that Jelude mankind, God gave no less
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than his Son. To those apparently insignifi-
cant beiugs e addresses the most carness
and condescending entreaties that for their
awn ritkes they would receive awd love hiuwy,
anu if they will do this he promises to make
angels their ministering spirnts.  These busy®
lintle beings are not unknown or small to him
and he knows the heart that beats in the bot
som of each one of the thousands tiat dwell
in this city, of which so great a portion is
bound with the fetters of superstition.  Reaa-
er! Remember that though you sometimes
feel alone in the warld, feel as if no one caredd
for yon and that you were overlooked amid
the great, the bustling and the wnportant.
Christ knows you and is =aying to you © My
son, my daughter, give me thy heart and I
will fill it with joy.
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National Bible Society of Scotland.

The first annual meeting of this society wa
held lately in the Merchants! Hall,

On the motion of the Lord Prevost, the
Earl of Aberdeen was ealled to the chair.

The Rev. Mr. M'Dermid having opened
the meeting with prayer.

‘The Noble Chairman rose and said—ladies
and gentlemen, I feel much honoured in being
called to the chair at this fmportant meet-
ing. 1 sview the occasion of the meeting as
one of great importanee, for J know of no
scheme of the statesman or of the philantro-
phist which tends more directly to the benefit
of the human race than the object of circulat-
ing the Sacred Scriptures.  (Applause.)
When I see it this hall the large and respect-
able andience ussembled, and when I consider
the rapid strides which Bible Socicties have:
made in this counury and in Iungland, and
when I consider also that this is the first meet-
ing, If I mistake uot, of & national institution,
we _might perhaps consider this a proper oc-
caston for self-¢ mgratulation and exultation.
But we must not forget that it il.beecomes an
infant society engaged in the great warfare
against ignorance and darkness and sin, to
boast itself by buckling on its armour Fke the
warrior who lays his armour aside. 1 believe
that the proner attitude of 2 religious society,
as well as of a Chris:ian iudividual, is the at-
titune of humility. We eannot too often
recollect that in this great contest with sin
and darkness man is but a feeble instrument,
whether ha be single or combined in associa-
tions.  But although the ageney of man ix
insignificant in this warfare, the Bible iz an
instrument of irresistible power. The Bible
has the force of the trath; it is the Word of
God, and we know that it must ultimatsly
prevail.  The irresistible force of the Bible,
when brought to bear on the conscience of
man, is beautifully illustrated in the early his-
tory of the chosen people of God. It is re«
corded for our iustruction and encouragement



