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ý,ject of his mercelems eruelty. Hore, then, his shame. Instend of feeling rernorse for
tas inisehief. nii.-,liief p)eculiarly tiggravated, pere'ly so base, and cruelty su inveterate ; iii-
iiqhitýf coolly and dehbilerittel3y, and wtithout 8tead of loatlaing laimself fior crimecs so great,
II apparent p)rovOCation, practised upon par- debaNing and limaistrotis ; insteaci of exihihi,-
'* % incapable of' resi-4tance or defence, and ing repentanco nnd secking for mercy, lie ;s

uhicli their very cbaracter and conudition repre.sented in the page of inspiration, as
might have in otiier circuurastanes mitigated boasti:ag himiielf in mischief. Oh! laow devoid
or ltogether preveaated. must that inid be of ail true perception (if

!Ioeg, thougîan, E ldoniite, was yet a Jewibli iighit and %%rong, that comald thnus approve ut
?roýelte andl un obser% er of the rites and falselaoud and of crimie! lIow hardened mnubt
weciiioies of the Jewish religion. lie had that lieart hxave beon throughi the deceitfulm(.k
at, lately retorawail from the services of the of min, which couid feel any self-sati-ifiii-

r taernacle ait Nob, the ci4y of the priests, but emotions, iri tho ccnsciou4nesa of such ini'qlai-
.noia the expression used, rc.iarded im i ilst 1tics! Boasting oneseif in mischief, is in
Samuel xxi., 21, Î, it %%-cild appear, that tiie.4e overy case naost deeuply deplorable, but in tue
-errices had beet o laina, cither irk8ome or case ut' aaggravated transgressors, Nvhose pan:-
-idaer 1 rotracted, Iay the peculiar nature of. ishnaemat niust bear a proportion to tlieir criaau s
~ià bins for wlaicli iitonemetit was soughit. and %% lose possibility ut repentance is alînozt

lie was detained beflore tlae Lord," wlaich is liopeloss, it appears so awful and aflècting is
ptwculiariv cxprcssive and sigaiticaat, cither of to jubtit\N thu ilnquil ê, if tsuch characters do

Ithe naanaaer or of the period ot' bis religious exisu.
~lub>ervftticCS. It iniies, eitixer tliot lic reute- Iai tlie casc of i)ncg. there cama bo no douait

tanth citgagcd ii tlieir hernices, that the% or deceptioni, aaad ma"v iocrliiu r '
wer couitrarv to bis maind, adverse to bis dia- liku lis-, bias been, altogether iaypocrîtical, lia-, v
boition ; or that he %vas n~earied of th"ir cota- frona age to ige appeared, ii *ail the bideu-

t:c~ i iscab pasiiyexcdu b esu of their apo tate character and iii ail the
I zagravaied guilt or tie îaaum(tliar circumstances hopelessness of amendment wvicb boastini

this Condition as a îaraselvte. Stili lie main- betokens. Thl1 re are many, wbom, like Doeg,
mina a reiigious Prt s Ion fle ivas flot ivorldly interest bas constraincd to make 41
eiaquantcd ivith il1w tl.aians of religion, or proof of religion, who are yet un8ound ami
'a the respec duo to its iniisters. H-e liad unsanctified iii mind and heart. There are

h iself but recently appeared beforo the Lord men evor ready to be false accusers and per-
t he aspect and attitude of a woriahipjaer. secutors as opportunitv may pre8ent ; to 8eek

u hadbhimself, submitted to the minia.raUons îýpower or receave promotion by any means of
'h these very priests of tbe Lord, whom lie fraud or of violence. There arc many re-

nIwso cruelfy and s0 unceremniously slaugh- gardîcos algie of honor and honesty, of trutît
il Ho must, liomcver, have ail along' and imtegritv, of pity and justice, who wouid

stranger to God and to vital godliticss. itrample upon ail tlat is sacred and saltitary
10 proselvteism to the Jeivish religion must aniong men, eo that thoy may accomplisit

li e 0ni licen, for wordiy interest or advan- their own ends and obtain their own desires.
~e. T1Lis 'vorship must have oniy beema the Doeg is flot an isolated character in the an-

or coverin-, of a corrupt hoart, other- naIsq of ni.takindl; there are manv wtho rosem-
*like the othier servante of Saul, hoe would hie bita, o% eia in the blaekest feature which bue

h estood abashed and awed at the daring exhibited. Many ini civil authority who niai-
*h whicx lais owa perfidy haci pros'oked ign and porsocute the profcased servants of'

nl to comniand, and whlai was now execut- the Lord, many iii sacrcd stations, who briimg
' blv bis own hands. faise aaad railing accusations againat tbtdr bre-

liBu a stili more nielancholy feature of this thren, and stho smite witlî a dccitful tongue
rsOa's character, is implied in his boatun~ and slasy witla all-devouring woods, wlaose
self in biq inisehief. l'le mischief itsei , words are smoother than butter, but war is ini

already dcscribcd, was of no ordinary kind. their hcarts, soîter than oil, but drawn swords,
conisisted inî ddiberate faiachood, and in Psalm lv., 21., the most uprighit and useful
1 and ildiscriminate niurder, of whicli sa- inong mon; yea, there are mnany who boast

T Persons wcre the immediate objeots, but; of their imnpious career, who giory in tbeir
,which their connaections of ail classes, and perfidious atad cruel sciiemnes, who make aao
es were involvedi. To exult in such mis- Isecret of tbeir rejoicing in their mualicious and
et. to be proud of sueh iniquities and evil naisclaies-ous atteMpts to injure the reptatation

dforamances, to glory in beiaag tlacir agent, to adpeettepootoya ops h
ut i beng lier prperatr, xhiitsa destructiona of such as may differ from thena, aaad

1 oi f degeuoracy, a hardlened perverseaess wlnon iii consequenco they may dislike or dis-
lt sprit, that cannot be contemplated without esteem, becausu they wiIl flot pander ta their
Sor. Anad yet, such was the character of pride, cos'etousnes or ambition. In the coun-

sucb was lais meiancholy condition; cils of Charistian nations, thero has been many
,was the advance ini wickedness to wlaich a i>ocg to wbisper calumny, and compass the

e adbea brought He had added crueity overthrow of the advocate of truc religion;
Cl asboand though bath in themselves and ini the churte and congregations of Chris-

C lirly agrvtde eeh ppears in tian churches, there have ee many like
le til i Ure degrading aspect of glorying in Doeg, deccitfui, mnd despiteful, crafty and


