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the tlieory 'vas conflrmeil. The shadow
of the earth on the moon's surface being
cirenlar, pr<wud that the earth wvas round
in forai. To us living as wve do ini the
feu blaze of a.stronoinicai knowleilge,
these rtsvensmeanealyac-
taitwd; yiŽt thiey were not arrived at wîth
vertainiy Lill afîer loni- cotincued and

p1inkino olservationi b> tie» of keen
itlctand emiînent satCitY.

Pyhgrswlo flourîshed about 500
years betfibre the Christian era, vv.s the
first wsîoo l>e wostispeutedl the motion
of the eartli roundl the Sunt) but lie left
no writings. inc

wt h!grotind of lus tl)ipry,, which) 'as
not accepted by bis contenaporaries.
The nio istinnse of the Greek
astrotnom<ers was H pparcîtus, ivho lived
a littie more titan a cetury before
Christ. Ile calculated eclipses pretty
accurately, and made a vaiuable cata-

beginniing of the second century of the
Cliriqtian era, cornes Ptolomy of Alex-
andria, who puhblished his Qcelabraited
work tle :Unîaqest, i» which lie reviews
the wnrk of Ilepparehus, doscribes thae
beavens and the înilky -vay, ano izives
a catalogue of st-ire. fle sutpposed the
earth to bu at rest ani the centre of the
universe, a theory which seems to liave
ben generahly accepted flii about
1543, %wheni that enlinent astrotionier,
Copernius, pubiisheed his ceiebrated
work Ilconccrning thse revolution of tise
Celestiai Orb.,;, propotinding the true
tbeory of the solar sysietn. Tliree years
after the dleath of Cop)ernicus, '1'vcho
Brahe was born. Hc rejec-ted the true
theory of his great predecessor, but
astronornv i indlebted to hini for siman'y
valuable ob)servations-, of wvbich bis plipul
Kepler nmade such good use that lio was
able tW discover thirc inost important
iawvs whicl 'vo will notice in al Ltbseqtuent
article. Contemporay, with Kepler wvas
the illustrious Galileo. While re-sidir>g
at Venice lie heard it rcportecd that aà
Dutchi optician had discovcred a certain
cominbnatîon of lenses, by means of which
distant objeets wcre aplroxinsated f0 tIse
sighit. H1e at once set about an experi-
meont by whieh the trntb of tite report
could be testced, ind on the foiiowing day
badl a telescope 'wbicli nagnificd f thre
tiiness. A second attesnpt sce<sred one
whicl' magnified seven or eight tîtaes, and

lie stilstequointly in)creasqed tise m~îi»,t

inleans lie discovercd thes uta.q
the inooni, ansd the pliases of Vem mn. iviiW
are pr .qcl sniilar tao w 1 th tl
usoozi. These phases hadi bc» t*tiý,ri
annomed by Copernicuis as a n~
sary colisequenice of his systeul h lt t
hast no instrument by whichi hiL t tw<,
coui hie teste(. ''ise actuai i'l vr
of their existenceeclearly prov.dl tlî:î tiie
plariet rüvolved round tise suin, avi usi ý
orlait nearer to tise sun than U) (h,- t-;ttl.
Turnîng bis teeeseto tuie îs
Jupiter, lie ivas glacldened by the siit
of its satellites, presenting on a ltre
litctd sc-ale tise w'ry s;anie assrîr
whieh the qiii, siirroundiied bx' the.hlw~

wolipresonit if viewed at a >îsil< 'St
distance. Saturn, with bis woil.î
fi ringsý, prisented under tise ittd
power of his teloscol)e thosey d~
thiree stars. Galilco also discoverv i jîu
on the dise of the tun, from %whwhl tie
ealetdlated that hie revoh'ed uns i
axis in twenty-.îeven days-a skhts
not far froni the truth. Tho eîsrae
discoveries of titis mninent mani imi«le a
profound popullarinresnl i<utî
a nest of eclsatclandipslwha
hiornets about bis cars. Oni iir os
band the Court of Roule was iissdiitu
at tihe daring lseresy of tisont niltt
chus-eh, and -Ittempteïl ta stille lise truith
by nunserous quotations front Seri' ýcîve
and the f' thers, and on thse otlivr bl WZa
attsekesi by the disciples of Aristie. in
wvhom were included aliao.st :ti tte
learned tssen of' thc tige. Gasllo ivas
sunînoned beibre the Iiiin oti, aind
mus mnade to promnise that he woiild

nsever, either by word or pen, aflivn iltat
the world went round ! Afkir.rw;sit
wrote a celebrated astronoluie:tl ilia-
logue, wbiech, althaugh ostensislv iii-
tended ta show that the earthiv tas
ingstill, yet wms 80 îngersionly colldulcttd
,S- to leave no dolubt in tihe mmdii of tie
reader ls tia the doctrine of the varttl's
mfotion,. For this relapse inta hiere.sy
tise venorable aid maan was tgait; bromigit
hefore blis inquisitorial torsuentors, atsd

~the seventîeth year of bis sige wis con-
deinnes to imprisonnient dinilg thse
pleassare of tise Inquisition. In thse course
af a year lie was reieased, but forhiidn
to, return to Florence. He spent flic re-
mnainder of bis days ini à sal village in


