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THE PARABLE OF THE TALENTS.

“The kingdym of heaven i~ as a man traveling
fato a fir county, who called his own servants,
and deltvered unto them his goods, And unto
ene he gave five talents, to anather two and to
wuother one: to every man according to hisseve-
ral abdlity ; and steaightway took his journey.”
—Mart xxv. 14 13
What is a talent? In its first and simplest
[N pse,it is a consilerable sum of money,large
enough, 1 properly invested in trade, to pro-
duce, i+ the ¢ wurse of years, a considerable
fortune, v if placed in the hands of usurers.
the hankers of those times, iv accamulate a
considerable sum as inter-st  In its secon-
dary and derived sense, taken fr m this par-
able, it is any gift,moral physical,or spiritnal,
which God gives ty his creatures, and «f
which 112 will reguire an account from rhem.
Now when we look at -his parable, we find
that, more than some other of our Lord’s

arables, it is applicable to all classes of

hrist ans, and therefore, is suited to the
most wmiscel anepus congrezati 0, or the most
mixed asxemblage, or body of men, hecause
although ther~ are many servants, and thos-
differing in ability and station, yet every one
has a talent given him, whether it is large, r
whether it Ye small.  There is none without
something. And our Lord would teach us
that although Almighty Gud assigns His gifts

to mankind ia different propostions. vet he
does not withold them sltogether fr m any
one. Everyvone has something which is the
talen commiited to 1is charge. Now, this
i3 a most admitted truth—we ull know that
we have a talent; bu it need not he the Jess
profitable for us to meditate upon it, heca .se
we all udmit it.  Almighty Gad, wlthough
His avocations are so numerous and so com-
plicated, finds time to suit His gifis 1o the
capacity of him to whom he gives them, and
1o fit the talent to the resipie t. It only re-
mains that we should know 1hat we have a
talent,and that we ~hould knew hew to use it

Naw, my brethiven, there are two kinds of
tulents which, because they are s0 g cat, and
because they make so m c¢h show, are apt to
abscure -1} other talen's, and to make as look
at taem as if they were the only taients =1
mean the gift of weulth, and the gint  f in-
telleciiod excellience.  These, doubtiess, are
ver: great tulents.  Fumarly spea - ing.theso
two things t wether w Ha ways rule thewarll
Sejerately even they are powertul; but when
they are combineaq, th v are irresistible —
Evervone, therefore must admit the wreainesa
and the responsibility of these gifis. 1 it
»ot a serous thought, when we know that
ever year in our « wi country wealth is in-
creasing, that there are muoe rich men next
year than there ave th s, to reflect th t tl ~re
1s increasing at the same time the numler of
those whuose responsibilit es are notsmall and
1 w. b t great and high; the numbe: of L - se
who have not one talent but five. It deserves
to be dinned into the ears of rich men, lest
they should for_ et it, “ Your wealth is your
talent. You will be required to give an ac-



