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in-eetaxy, and lias devoted much tirre and thought to the
conférenice and lias dons mnucli valuable work in connection there-
with.

The folloing xmenoranduin which intioduces the second
report of the conférence gives further information as toi its abject
and as ta what lias already been done --

S"It lias long beon generally retognized that the independent
action of the various Provincial Legblatures lias resulted in a
diversity of legislation which, especially with regard to com-
mercial law, raises a serions obstacle ta commercial intercoum'e
between different parts of the Doirinion and is a source of embar-
rassirent to Britishi and foreigu rnerchants doing business i Can-
ada. In the United States, where a siniilar but perliaps more
coirplicated situa~tion exists, wvork of great value lias been dune
by the National Conference of Corumissioners on Uniform State
Lawe. For thje past twenty-eiglit years thes conimissioners have
mret annually and have drafted varions uniform statutes, and the
subsequezit -adoption by many of the State Legislatures of these
statutes has secured a substantial ireasure of uniforn.ity on varions
subjects.

The obvious benefits resu lting tram the mreetings of the State
coirix issioners ini the United States suggested the advisability
of Birr ilar action beiug taken in Canada, anid an the recommenda-
tion of the Couneil of the Canadian Bar Association several of
the Provinces paased statutes praviding for the appoint-nent of
con'nr issioners ta attend a conference of conissioners from the
different Provinces for the purpose of promoting uniforivity of
legislation. ini the Pro,.iý 'ce.

The first n eeting o" the conurissioners appointed under
these statutes and of representatives tram those Provinces ini
which no provision lias been muade for the formal appointirent
of corrn issioners, took place in Montreal on the 2nd day of Sept-
tem-ber, 1918, and at this n'eeting the Conféence of Commis-
sioners or. Uniforr ity of Legisiation in Canada %%,as organimed.
Aithougli the work of the cominissianers at their tiret meeting
was necessarily of a tentative and prelimînary character, provi-
sion was irade for the consideration of various siibjecta by coin-
niittecS during the ensing year.
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