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tled. They have been stated ini ruling cases, ini text books of re-
rognized autbority and of late in cyclopedias with refereîîv!e-

to the e&ases in which they have been dedlared and appl'ed. The

profession could well do without reports of any cases which dole

not in smre way niodi fy these statements of legal principles or
furnish snme substantial iîew illustration of the way ini whiclh j

they miay be applied. It is nlot easy for the reporters + o make th-ý
,Slection. but it can be donc by good reporters and is worth tfac

v'ý!ort. It may seîn to be against their interest to thorten their

reports, but it is jiot, for if they do nlot inake the effort. t1w~ s'ys-

teirn will break down with its own weight. Much eaui le dloue

hw the judges to avoid undue increase ini the volume o« the re-

p)orts. Oil this -point we înay qucte the language of a 1l'arned
judge in New Jersey, ini a recent adciress to the' Lawyers' Club)

of Newark Sptaking of the Ainerican courts iiÀ gent'ral lie

.'The opinion of the judges art' apt tc read 11ke ht;irs

briefs or essays. They often read as if the' judgL hiad jilst lookvd.(

iip the Iaw and thought it necessarY to cite authorities for the'

îîîcottfirinlv settled propositions. Tht'Env i opiiniois rt zis

If the judge knew the existing statt' of decisions and assumned

that everyone else did, and that it wvas iis bu Insto shewv the

neessfary deve]opmient froin estalhlidwi(! prineiplt's and their

appl>ication to the part'cular case. 'rhvir opiniionis are shorter

and morte directly to the' point, hiase'd mor, !pon thet reason of the

thing aiud re.lý leysa uipon the inultitu b' of precedents. W~e

Pincuinber our repor'ts with the citatioi-o of ease aiter case. re-

jîeating the' decision of legal prinivtiL'ý aboiut wliich nobody

has any doubt, with the risk of inisLadiî.g couaisel by slight

variations in tht' forîns of xpeso.andI ivastiing tiiîae l'y tht'

(<'nmnu1lative eitatian of case; whert' oni' iiuthrit.4t;%e case that

settles the law is quite eniongh.'

'There is an increasing tendent'y to iinifoiimity iii thc stat-

uîtes of the' various stâtes. A coiiiparisoni of tlt' recent legis-

aiiioin of ail the' jtates ivill shiew 'chat to a vt'rY large e'xtent,


