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gi ~ LIBEL AND PR! VILEGE.

One of the ablest and mnost lucid charges made ta a jurv
on the subject of libel and the question of qualified privilege
wae that recently delivered by His Lordship Mr. justice Mac.
Mahon at the last Toronto Assizes in an important libel
action. His Lordship, during the course of an exhaustive
address, thus deait with the mnatter:

. . . .. . . 1This action is, as you are aware, gentlemen of the jury,
brought by the plaintiff against these dlefendants, charging

Sthemn with having defamed his character. Every m-in is
* entitled ta have his reputation preserved inviolate and free

A ~from imputation. His character is his property, and a a
said 'Ln yau by counsel yesterday, it is in many cases the onlv
praperty, the only possession that a man has, and he is
entitled ta have that free fromn assault by the libeller, just as
much as hie is entitled ta have anv o ther property free from.
the depredations of anyone who may choose ta assail it.
And a man's eharacter is often of more moment ta him. more
valuable ta him, than the possession of property. If a inin

jlases his estate, with honestx', energy and attention hie in.,

pcrhaps, recover his status in a very s hart time; if a inan loses
his character, it is sometimes vers' difficuit ta rehabilitate it.
When something goes out and blasts his reputation, it niav
be very difficuit for him to recover his position even aftcr,
years of continued residence ini the saine locality. I arn ad-
dressîng these observations ta vou, gentlemen of the jiur\y

È. for the purpose of pointing out the importance of the trial in
* jwhich. these parties are engaged, and the importance botli ti"

the plaintiff and to these defendants of your verdict.
Now, anything that is written which imputes ta a mnn

that he is dishonest or guilty of dishonest practices, or wvhiell
asserts that hie is accused or suspected of being guilty of ain.
inisconduct of that character, is libellous. 1 propose ta read
ta you the petition signed by these defendants, and some of

I4.t the passages in this petition I shail have ta refer ta hereafter,
and deal with them separatelv.

It was wîthin the right of the defendants, if the plaintiff


