
M'E PREkENT'CONI)IT1)I OF CANAI)IAN CONCfi-)(;\G.

1 arn afraid that tht: titie of my lial>r will hardlv bi ustfe by
the iiaper itself, for t> write fult> and au-curately- on tlhe p)reselît ,tate of
Conchological senein our- IDominionî %%ouid require a greatcr krtow-

iedge of the subject than 1 can la), caimr to, and %vouid InvlV0i c a much

mure ehutvreenhinto the writîngs of others thai iL lias buen

po>ssile for me to make ; and, rnoreover, the time vvhich 1 tiiiduirstaîtd

is a iiotted foi ti palier. '%Iz.., 15 iflUteF, ib hardi> sufficienit lui a x ery

ulaborate trtmient of an>'- subject.
What 1 shail atternpt this evening, theretore, xviii simpiy bL tu give

y .>u, as homrtl) as possible, a suimmarN of wvhat hb been 1publisicd up

to tiw piscit \witiî reference to Caniadian sheils, and then to point

out, avbe I)t, an, what btili renlains Lu be dont.., and the particular wva>

in %w hic h we, as a sclty of Field-Natur-alibts, and as individtial students,
maý 1,eli to ad\ance this important and intereàting sciecnc.

A\S th~e i)oinion of Canadia extends front ocean to ocean, thetre

aru at icast two dis;tict mnan-ne Iatinas to be studied. TI'bc are aiso

the very nUn ieroUS land andJfreszwaIei mnollusca, sonte ce(nfinud tu our

eas,-tern tim lix îu -ome Lu the westemn, while others iange through the

iength and breadtii of our territories.

No iaturalist, cxl cpt our feliow member the acconîp-iishIed Zooi;o-
Li -t ou the Geolo-ical Survey of Canada, (MN-r. %\Viite.avcs), seemis to

ha.\ c given sî(:ial study to the tubjeet of Canadiain mollusca -as a whole,
and su for- -onivenienc-e sake I w

1
)
1l in this paper divide mny remarks mbt

p îarts, and wvîli Lake

( i.) The marine mollusca of Lhe Atlantic Coasts.
(2.) Those of the Pacific, Coast.

(3.) Thei land and freslwvater sheils of the )o-minion.

0f necessity I musL omit ail reference to that very important part

of conchoiogy which Lreats of our fossil sheils, and, in (rder Lu keep my)

paper within proper limits as Lu Iength, 1 will resere bibliographical

details for an appendix, Mn which I will try to enuinerate al] the inosL

important papers Lhat have appeared bearing upon our subject.


