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NATURAL BISTORY.

- SOLAN GEESE, OR GANNETS,

*These are birds of passage. They are
séed In great numbers, in sume of the small
#laads near Scotland, 1n onc of these
iilinds, aboiit a mile round, you may see,
about the month of Blay or.Juue, the whale
saface of the ground so completely covered
with nests, eggs, and youug birds, that itis
searcely possible to walk without treadmg
o them.  ‘Lhe flozks of Luds on the wing
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wWego-large that they-durken the air-hkef

tlouds, and their noiseizso great that a man
cag hardly heac his peighbonrs veica, 1t
you fook down fiom the top of the precipice,
you will seejt on every side cuvered with
an immense number of birds swinning
wout, and hunting for prey, 1 hen sailing
wgund: the island, if you loak at the hanging
oliffs, you will perceive every crag and fissure
of the rock to be completely covered with
tese birds. The rocksof St. Kilda, abound
with Gaunets.
¢ They form the chief food of the inhabit-
its, iwho are said to Lonsume not less than
en{y-two thousand six - hundred young
birds of this species every year, besides a
preat many of their eggs. YWhen these
geese come to the islands, the people then
now that the berrings are comng. They
live chiely upon fish. They build their
nests on the'highest and steepest rocks they
¢an find near tho.sea. They hover overa
shoal of hertings or pilchards, eos e kite
does over its prey ; then they drop head
foremost like a stone, into the water, and
never fail to bring up a fish.
. So. great is the number of these bjrds,
that you may watch many hours in vain for
wme end to their long lines, which stream
{rom all quarters along the, surface of the
watery as they steer their icourse. home to
$heip beds in- the eveving. - Tlis is a daly
pecuiranee 3 and, whatever the weather may
be, nay aven in the thickest fogs, their course
i stitl steaight to the mark, ~ So certpin 1
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u compass, place perteet refiance on them,
as it is said the Norwegtans of old did on
their ravens,  In additon to this property,
we cannofbut adwire the beauti{ul provision
made by sture, to prevent them frombeing
killed by the stroke of the water when they
fall down frum uloft, with such force on
their prey.  T'he shinis so uearly wdepend-
eut of the breast as to be held to it onlv by
a few slight (laments or stnngs ; and, the
space between being blown out with aw, they
fall without bewng hurt, sking to a dopth
of muny feet.  fv1s imagined by the lisher-
men that they fly out to feed in tbe worn-
ing, even to the southern parts of Britam,
and return in the evemng. Thisis scarce-
ly possible, vnless thewr flight be more
mpid than that of the albatross, winch is
supposed to be 150 mules in an hour; but,
when their strength and rapidity are con-
sidered, it is probable that they go to very
greatdistanevs : astbey are found every day
on all the cuasts, very far from thetr breed-
fug places. o

~ 2 mom e

BIOGRAPHY.

OLIVER GOLDSMITH,

Oliver Goldsmith, an eminentwriter, was
born, according to one account, 1731, at
Pallas, in the county -of Longford, in
Irelund, and to another at Elphin, 1 1729,
His father was a clergyman, who gave him
a good education, and sent him to Trinity
college, Dublin, from whence he removed
to Edinburgh, to study physic. At this
placehe became security fora fellow-student,
on which account he was obliged tv escape
to England, but was arrested at Sunderland,
and released by-two college friends, whom
he met with there. He then went to Hol-
land, and travelled through ¥landers and
partof Germany on foot. At Louvain he
took the degree of bachelor of physic, the
highest degree he ever attained. After
accompanyug an English gentleman to
Geneva, and the south of France, he ar-
rived in England in 17968, Being reduced
to a low state, he became usher in a school
at Peckham ; where, howdver, he did not
remain long, but settled in_London, and
subsisted by writing for periodical publica-
tons. Qune of bis first performances was
an Enquiry into the Rtote of Polite Learnire
in Europe : but be emerged from obscusity
m 1785 by the publication of his poem,
entitled, the Traveller, or a Prospect of
Society, of which Dr, Jobnson said, ¢ that

their thght, that boatmeu, uuprovided with . there had not been so fine a poent since

Pope'stime,”  Tie year followingappeared
tus beautitul novel of the Vicar of Wake-
field.  His circumstances were now respec-
table, and he took chambersin the Temple ;
but the liberality of his temper, and a pro-
pensity to gaming, involved him in frequent
diflicultics. In 2768 he brought out his
comedy of the Good-Natured Man at
Covent Garden, but its reception was not
equal toits merits. In 1770 he published
The Deserted Village, a poem, which in
point of description and pathos, is above all
praise. As acomic poet he appeared to
great advantage in 1772, by the play of
She Stoops to Congner, or the Mistakes of
2 Night, which is still a favourite with the
public. Besides these performances he
produced o number of others $-—ps a History
of England, iur Series of Edtters™from 2 |
nobleman to his Son, 2 vols. 12mo. This .
useful and pleasing work was furslong time
attubuted to lord Lyttieton. A History of
England, 4 vols. 8 vo.; A Roman History
2+vols. 8 vo.; A Grecian History, 2 vole;
A History of the Earth and Animated
Nature, 8 vals. 8 vo.; Chinese Letters, &c.
He died by teking an extravagant dose of
Jame's powder in 1774, and was buried in
tite Femwple church-yard. A monument ,
was crected to his memory in Westminster-
abbey, with & beautiful Latin epitaph by Dr.
Johoson.

THE VILLAGE.—No. 4.
RICHARD AND BENJAMIN TAYLOR.

It is thonght by many persons that there are so
few events occur in a village, and that one day passes
so mmch like anotber, that there is nothing worth
reearding. Now, Y have always becn of 2 different
opnion, and am quite disposed to think, that wheraver
we are, and inwhatever manner we may be occupied,
there arezlways cuwcamstances taking place around
us from which we may derive mstruction and
advantage.

1 have often been struck with the great variety with
which 1t has pleased the Father of mercies to,adom
the beantiful world wo 1nhabit, and I love to powmt it
ont to young people. *¢ The carth 1sthe Lotd’s, and
the fulnegs thereof ; the world, and they that dwell
therein,”” ¢ The heavens declarethe glory of God,
and the firmament showeth his handywork.””

New seasons and new scenes areh continually pre-
sented to our eyes. Think of the spring momings,
when cvery thing in nature scems to burst ont into
new life and en ; when a thousand fragrant
fowerets, of all the colours of the rainbow,.ar¢ open-
ing 0 the day, and 1cn thous and happy insects.are on
the wing ; whon budand beast have new onergy §
eud when tho command of the Almighty appears togo
forth wmid living creatares, ** Let every thing that hath,
trgath praise the Lord.” ¥ could.bo almost angry.
with thosewho could gaze on such an animeting scon~€-



