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Life's December.

gooLes, 125 2 Tim, 4:7.

« Trgse are days of little pleasure,

When the moon and stars are darkened,

And the clouds are still retnruinf,
Though the rain has ceased to fall.

These are days when all the keepers

Of the house grow weak and tremble,

And we look on life through windows,
And the mist is o'er it all.

«Where is now the strong endeavor
Of the buoyant youthful spirit,
That was ne'er afraid and quailed not
At the duties that were high?
Now the almond tree shall flourish,
‘And the small thing be a burden,
‘And desire itself shall fail us,
And there’s nothing but to die ! e

So the melancholy chorus

Of world-weary, aged singers,

Come to me through fog and darkness,
On the cold, December air ;

Like the passionless responses

Of the mournful winds of winter,

As they search for things of beauty
In the forests that are bare.

But across my saddened senses,

As I thought upon the mourners,

When the golden bowl is broken,
And they go about the street,

Came a song of matchless triumph

From another aged singer,

Who had lived, and toiled, and suffered,
But had never known defeat.

«T am ready to be offered,

And the time of my departure,

From the scene of all my conflict
To my rest is now at hand.

I have fought a good fight ever,

And my course is almost finished ;

1 have kept the faith of Jesus,
And am waiting his command.

«“There are laid up for his soldiers

Crowns of righteousness and glory,

Which the righteous Judge shall give me,
Not alone indeed to me, X

Every servant that is faithful

And who loves his Lord's appearing,

Shall receive the Master's bleuing-
And the hope remains to thee.”

So I put away my sadness,
And I did not listen longer
To the other trembling voices,
For this singer made me bold.
1f the spirit may keep cheerf
And the faith remains unfailing,
1s there any need to trouble,
Thovgh the body should grow old?

1 will fight in a good battle
‘And will run the race to heaven,
‘And will keep the faith of Jesus,
]‘i{ His help and in His si ht.
And although the dark clou gather,
‘And the years have passed to winter,
Night shall not last forever,
nd the Lord will give me light.
— Marianne Farningham, in Christian World.

New Books from the Wesleyan
Conference Office.

Tais old institution, which stands on or near
the very site of the «0Old Foundry "—John
Wesley's first preaching place in London—is
not excelled in the value of its books or the
elegance of their *‘get up " by the best houses
in London.

Father Fervent. By JouN M. BAMFORD. Is
a perfect gem, mechanically and every way.
The sketches are full of narrative, interest, an

of religious fervour. The numerous cuts seem
like portraits from the very life of the strangely
varied characters described ; will be a perma
nent favourite.

Jeunie and her Charges, By ANNIE RYLANDS,
Is the work of a succersful writer. The sketches
of life among the lowly are ull of pathos, and
the religious teaching most pronounced.

Early Methodism in the Black Country is a
series of graphic sketches, which will move
alternately to smiles and tears. It describes
some of the heroic deeds of an heroic age, that
stir the pulses like a bugle blast.

The Poor Boy of the Class. By HrLen
BristoL. An excellent story for younger
scholars.

Roger Haigh: Charter-Master. By Mzs. R. A.

W ATSON.

This is a story of life in a mining district in
England, by the accomplished author of “Crab-
tree Fold.” It brings into shar contrast the
relations of  Dissenters” and ** igh Charch”
people ; such as, thank God, are unknown in
the free air of Canada. The dialect conversa-
tions are very well done, and the descriptions
of English life are full of novel interest to us
colonial sons of England.

A Harmony of the Gospels in the Revised Version.

By 8. D. Wabby, Q.C., M.P.

The bearer of an honoured name, to which he
has himself added lustre by his services to the
Church of his father, a busy Queen’s Counsel
and member of Parliament, has here accom-
sliuhed a valuable service for every Bible stu-

ent. By an ingenious arran ement of the
texts of the Gospels in parallel columns, Mr,
Waddy has given us a consecutive life of our

Lord in the language of the Revised Version
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