
UNIV ERSITY 0F OT1TAWýNA R EV IEW\

Ini the latter vears of the Middle. \~ owin' Io thu blending of
feudalisin Mvitli the ne%%-]% organized central oernnîiný,it, there -'as
a very noticcable absence of both anpoim ud demagtçog-. This

vaperhaps, the onlv tirne in the cour.ýcof hurnan glovernrïlenit
wvhun there -%vas something approxirnating a balance in the political
scales, an idam Of absolutisni either of the king- or of thc pco-
pie. T hough, of course, the state wvas by no :wasthoroughly or-
gxanized, there -was a clearly defined political theorv - a theory
,whose rnaxims of public righIt, buried for long veurs, were a 1gain
brougli to t'le surface of that violent cataclysrn of the Frenchi Revo-
lution. These nîaxirns of Thirteenth Cetiturv government are the
basic principles of our prQsent public policy. \\ehave corne to think
of thiern as our o-wn creation ; vet it is Io iihat so-cztlld period of dark-
ness that wce it thiat no tax cran l:e irnposed without the consent
of the taxpaver; no law~ is valid uflless -tcceptýýd by thosec who, owe
àl obedience;- no sentence is lawful unlcss; pronouniC'd by the peers
of the accused.

Partisan historians wvith pet thecries to csiablisli, regardless ol
the trutli or falsity of the particulars upon -whichi tlhese theories rest,
have crcated serinlus and lamentable misapprehiension regarding the
position of the media-val chutrch in thc question of civil powver. I
amn nn theologian, and therelore will not have Uic r-ashness to enter

a icld whcre 1 rnighit easilv go astrav. Hoe~,on the strcngth
of nmv Catholie trâining, 1 fecl warrantud ini saving this rnuch; the
divine origin of civil as of ail powver, lias always been tait-ht by
the church; but the divine ri,-ht of kings \neyr. Royal absolutisrn
or -as Pope puts it,

"The right div~ine of kings to govern wrong,"

atheory of governrnent which reachied its ighAest development in
Henry 'VIII. of England and the Grand ïMonarque, Louis XIV. of
France, a man w-ho could stand up and say in ail bis autocratic pride,
L'E.tat, C'est moi; this theory, I say, ivas foreign to, the spirit of
thue Middle :Xge. It was the resuit of those dynastic struggles, the
strugglies of power that gave a special cliaracter to the period be-
tween the Si\teenith and Nineteenth Centuries. So far from being
an advocate of royal absolutism, we find that the chiurch holds that
the king or chief magistrate, Nvhatever niay be bis titie, is simply
the executor of the w~ill of the people he overns,-and furthermore,
that if this chie! nuagistrate should abuse his trust, and rule his
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