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Aubrey De Vere as an Epic Peet

ANwe-ire told, constitutes a perfect cpitone oithe
w~hole universe. Indeed the fact is obvious enough ;

for a litte refl2ction wiUl suffire to show that, in man,.1
the bcauty, grandeur, and perfection of ai things

S else are concentratcd, unified, and harnv>nized.
Hence, ini thc words of the poel, "M2~an is the
noblest %,ork of God.-' By a sirnilar reasoning the
epic poem, siiice it ciodies ail [the grandesi,.-iid

niosi ennobiing features of thie varicus ùilher kiins of ;wietry, îniay wilh
truth bc ternmed the highest production uf poctic talent-. 'l'lie epic is .
unquestioiîably the nasterpiece of genlus ; the ideai of 1Eterary cwl
lence. This is attested b)y the fact that of ail dtt world-fanmed litel'arY
gianits,- and verily they are nca a few-*.Ihat have attracied the attention
of niankind since the '"grey beginning of days", scarcely more 111an1 a
dozen have had the hardihiood to attempt flie creaton of an epic: and
by the stili morc significant, though equally indubitable fact, thal, out
of even [mis sniall quota, only a few can be snid to have rely succeeded:
some have certainly muade creditabie lailiir-s; but others have only


