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70 THE EVENING STAR.

O thou lone star, that hov'rest in the western sky,
Watchiag the deash bed of the dyiog day,
Waiting to seal his brow, then, pointing out the

way, .
“I'o lead him on whete sunny seas and lakelets lie,

Serene thon stand'st, and true, and hright'ning
ever,
Thy pl’uc light shining o'er his dark'ning (ace,
Touching its hines with holy, heavenly grace,
Holding the earthly bonds that slowly sever.

‘fhe sun hath Lrought him here, and lelt him
now to die alone,
Rut thou hast come with htightness from afar,
Lending that brghtness where his own doth fail,
sweet star,
“I'ill he shall gather beauty wondrous more, where
he hath flown.

And so thon waitest, on, with quiet, rev'rent care,
Whilst sifently and slow thy comrades, one by

one,
Come and watch with thee till thy faithful watch
is done, .
Till 0’er the mountain-tops the morning trembles,
fair.

Whence comest thou, O star, and ant thou, as
they thiok,
Sun of some world that movest og like ours,
Placed in heaven’s biue dome, upheld by awful
pow'ss,
Forming in this grand chain but one small,
shining link ?

\Vhate'er thou art thou hast thy work, thou
keepest un thy way ;
‘Thou teachest us of truth, and purity, and
strength 5
Theu teachest us to live each day for God, until
at length,
All former things, all earthly life, and death have
passed away. .

Ancaster. A. L.

THE EMPTY SLEEVE.

While engaged with a commercial
house in the city of Cleveland, Chio, my
husiness frequently called we to many of
the important citics snd towns of the
State. During one of my regnlar visits
to a town in the southern part of the
State, which was noted far and wide for
the bad character of its saloons and their
proprictors, the following incident oc-
curred :

The train was late when I arrived at
L——. After a hasty supper I was in-
vited by the hotel proprictor and his wife
to accompany tham to a temperance mect-
ing. The lecturer, they said, ¢ was stir-
ring up the whole town.” The mecting
had commenced before we arrived, and 1
noted from the crowded condition of the
churzh, the stirring songs, and the point-
cd remazks of the speaker, that a deep in-
terest was prevailing in the temperance
movement in this community.

When the speaker concluded his ad-
dress, an invitation was extended to =il
those who desired not only to sign the
pledge, but also & petition to Council to
suppress, by & local option ordinance, all
of the saloons of the place.  Qaite a nam-
her went forward and signed both papers,
among whom were a few of the most in-
temperato peoplo of the town.

Jast previous to the closing of the
mecting, there arosc in the central aislo a
tall, dignificd gentleman, clegant io ap-
pearance, with a pleasing, cultured face,
who walked slowly to the speaker’s desk,
aud asked permission of the chairman to
occupy a few minates before closing. His
request was cheerfolly §ranted. He said:

“I did not como here to-night to
speak, only to listen; but. as 1 always
take a deep interest in the temperance
work, I could not be quict until I added
a few words to encourage some of those
who signed tho pledge to-night. My per-
sonal experience may help somcone to be
firm, and sustain them in their cfforts to
reform. .
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“J was born in tho town of We——,
and received a caroful college education.
My father started mo in business, which
proved a success fromthostart. I gathered
around me many warm friends, I mar-
ried & cultured and refined young lady of
a neighboring town, whose parents were
highly respected. Ve had iwo children,
a fon and a daughter. 1 was popular, and
was called to preside at nearly all of the
social and political meetings of the place,
and on my way home I was frequently
induced to partake of a glass of wine or
beer., The habit became fixed, and I
found that much of my time was taken
up at the club and social meetings, and
that my hours for going home were late,

* My wifo spoke kindly to me about
my drinking, I replied, * Never fear;
I will never become a drunkard.’

 But as time went ou I becamo more
and more a slave to drink, uatil my friends
kindly admonished me. I noticed that
my business was being neglected. It was
not long before a receiver was appointed
to wind up my business aflaira. My
store, goods, beautiful howme, and all went
to liquidate my dobts, and I was obliged
to movo into a very poor house on a side
street. Now nearly all my former friends
deserted mc, and I could secure no work,
for I could not be trusted.

‘¢ AtthispointIlost my pride,and went
about the town a.d through the streets
half drank, slovenly and shabby, being a
complete slave to the drink habit. Then
I sold ali of the few thinge which we had
been able to keep to procure whiskey and
food.

“ When my cash was gone I joined &
gang of sewer and street workers, and
shovelled gravel. Each day my dinner
pail went to the saloon, and at night we
went thera in company, and often stayed
late, going home hangry, tired and cross,
until I made my home almost a hell

“ One night ¥ had been drinking more
than usnal, and when I arrived at home
I wagangry. I saw a light throogh the
window, bat the door was locked. X
I tried to getin, but could not. I pound-
ed at the door in rage. The only
response I could get was from my boy,
who appealiagly said, * Go away, papa;
you won't hurt mamma, will you?’ I
said, ¢ You will sce if this door is not
opened soon.’

“ Groping around the door my hand
fell upon a hatchet which had been used
for catting kindling-wood that day. With
this I broke in the lower panel of the
door. From within I saw a small arm
extended through the opening, and heard
a small voice cryirg, ¢ Papa, go away.’

“Jo my -arger snd desperation I
caught that arm, and with one blow of
the hatchet I cut it off, and threw it on
the ground.

¢ The frantic screams of my wife and’
children soon brought s number of the
neighbora and also a policeman.  After a
severe struggle, with blood dripping fromn
my face, I was taken to prison. My boy
was conveyed to an hoapital, and my wife
and dsughter wero cared for by loving
friende. When morning came X was
sober, and then I fally reslized what X
had done. Ob, what would 1 have given
to have replaced that arm and recalled
the horrid decds of that night!

$Court was in acesion, and I
was taken thefore the judge for
trial. I asked no lawyer to def nd
me. I told the juage that 1 was
guilty. My wile was not to blame, and
no sentence was too severs to impoeo

upon mo, I was responsible for the
" crime which whiskey, beer and the saloon-
keeper assisted me to accomplish. But
with the help of a higher Power I would
never drink another drop again. I was
placed in prison, and had ample time to
reflect. T exclaimed, ¢ O, what a.wretch
I have made of myself !’ and I determin-
ed to make a man of myself among my
own friends at home.

T waa released in time through the
inflaence of my friends. I came to my
own town, sought my wife and children,
and asked their forgivences. I once more
commenced business in a small way, and
have succeeded from that day until this.
I now have the happiest, pleasantest
home in America. I desire to introduce
my son. Fred, will you please come
forward 17 .

Immediately a fine-looking man arose
from his seat and stepped forward to the
platform ; and as the interested eyes of
the andience rested upon the youth, they
knew the story to be true, for at his side
hung an empty sleeve. His father placed
hig hand apon the boy’s shoulder, and
said, * This is the best boy living ;" and
Fred added, “ My mother, sister and my.

. self all say that father iy the best man on

earth.”

Looking around, I could not see a dry
eye in the audience. Then there were
huudreds anxious to rcach the desk to
sign the papers, and later on every saloon
in the place was wiped out.—.J. B. King
in Naw York Witness.

TIBET.

Tibet remains the last and only her-
mit nation. Its inaccessible position,
away from the currentof the world's trade,
has saved it thus far from the importuni-
ties of commercisl nations.

Tibet is seven times larger tban New
York and Pennsylvania combined, with
a population of six millions, lies in the
very centre of Asia, gusrded by the Him-
alayas on thu west and the Nan Shun
monntains on the north, & high table land
from 10,000 to 17,000 feet above the sea,
divarsified with' mountain chains and
river gorges, with agricultural settlements
in the soutb, nowads in the middle, and
desert and wild besats in the north and a
Siberian climate. Its winds, robbed by
protecting mountains of all their mois-
ture, bring little or no rain, so that agri-
cultare is carried on by irrigation, fresh
meats are desiccated in the open air, and
wood never rots but often becomes brittle
and pulverizes from excessive dryness.
And yet Tibet is the land of fountains
and gives birth to mors and mightier
rivers than any other land. It sends the
Yellow River and the Yang-tze-Kiang
clear acroas Chins. the Cambodia through
Farther India, the Irrawaddy through
Burmah, and the Brabmapootra and the
Indas through Hindustan.

The present population is by no
means homogeneous, and their diverse
characteristics would indicate that they
sprang from different nationalities; that
adventurers or fugitives wandered in from
Mongolia, and Chins, and Barmab, and
Indis, and gradually became assimilated.
Their first government waa by chiefs, and
the tribes combined as the exigencies of
their condition demsnded until they as-
sumed something of a national character.
They were often overrun by the Mougols
and Chinese, but maintained their ‘inde-
pendence until 720, when they became
permanently subject. to China, -although
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still allowed to govern themselves in all
dowestic and religionn matters, according
to their own laws and by an occlesinatical
hierarchy of their own creation.

The primitive religion of Tibet was
the Bon or Bonpa faith. The basis of this
was the old Shawauism or spirit worship
of Mongolia, which still lingers among
the Tartars of Southern Siberis. When
it came in contact with Buddhism, it be-
eawe so corrupted and modified that it is
now little more than a sect of Lawaism,
although it still has its own tomples and
monasteries and priests,

Lamaismn is tho exclusive religion of
Tibet, and this is simply Buddhism a
little modified by Shamanism. Both of
these religions believe in demons or evil
spirits, so that it was an easy thiug to
borrow from each other. The great and
fundamental doctrine of Lamaism is the
transmigration of souls, or the continuous
rebirths as milestones on the road to
Nirvana. Upon this it has built up a
complete system of spiritual hicrarchy,
and differs from pure: aud theoretic Bud-
dhism only in matters of administration
pertaining to government and worship.
Tibet's capital is regarded throughout all
Asia as the Mecca of Buddhism, for it is
the only place in all the world where the
incarnate Buddha reigas.

In the 15th century Gedan Dub, head
of the Tibetan priesthood, = atrong willed,
ambitions man, proclaimed himself an in-
carnation of the Buddhs, who, according
to Buddbistic authorities, had appeared
for the last time in the sixth centary be-
fore Christ. He assumed the title of
Dalgi ‘Lama, or according to Huc, Tale
Lams, that is, “ocean priest,”” a priest
whose wisdom and holiness were bound-
less as the ocean, Aud being the Buddha
cluimed divine honors.

Every Buddhistic soul is in process of
rebirths as long a8 there is any stain of
sin, but sinless saints, those who bhave at-
tained to perfection, can be incarnated.
The Tale Lawa and the higher grades of
lamas are incarnated saints of difierent
degrees of maintliness, while the lower
lamas and monks, being only on the road
to saintship, ave still in the process of be-
ing reborn. For precautionary reasons
the Chincse cmperor made two Grand
Lamas of equal rank, but be of the capi-
tal absorbed nearly all of the power, so
that practically there is but one, and he
possesses all civil ay well as ecclesiastical
authority. He surrounds bimself with
counsellors and sadministrators of differ-
ent grades, who serve him just as the
cardinals and archbishops snd bishops do
the Pope. '

The 1anizs and monksare very numer-
ous, constituting one-seventh of the entire
population. They are uamarried and live
in great mounasterics or lamaserios, some
of which have 18,000 iumates, and as
their clerical duoties are light, they aro
supposed to spend their time in contem-
plation and study. Every monastery has
its printing press, and this occupies con-
siderable of their time, for they do not use

" movable type, but print from engraved

blocks, and their religicus literatare is
quite exteusive, as it has been sccumulat-
ing fornearly 2,000 years. When the
Grand Lama at Lasms, the pope of the
Buddhist cburch, dies, gréat apparent caze
is taken to ascertain his true succeesor.
Prayers ave offered in-the lamaseries, the
great council of the hierarchy is assem-
bled, and-from among all the boys of four
or five yoars of age pressnted asthe pos-
sible now incarnation, thres are selected




