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5pastor anb pleople.
THANKSGIING.

For the sound ot waters rushing
In bubbling beads of ligbr ;

For the fleets of snow-white lMies
Firm anchared out of sighî

For the reeds among the cddies,
The crystal on the cf od ;

Forithe flowiaig of the rivers,
I thanlThre, O0any God1

For the rosebuds break ci beauty
Along the toiler's way ;

For the votts eyc that opens
To bless the new-born day;

For the bare twigs that in summier
Bioom lke the ptophcr's rod;

Ir,the blossomang o1 flowers,
1itrhaok Thec, C0 my Gui !

For the lifting up of mountains
lit brightness arnd in dtead;

for te peaks were snow and stanshine
Alone have dared to tread ;

For the dark and slent gorges
WVhence mighty cedars nod,

For the ina jesty ai mountains,
1 tbaok Tltee, 0Omy God 1

For the spîcaidor of the sunsets,
Vast mrrorcd on te sea ;

For the god-iinged clouds that cartain
Heaven'-%irtner mjesty;

For the molten bars uf twliglt,
WVbere thotight leans glad, yet awred

For tbe glory of the sunsets,
I thank Thee, 0O my God 1

For the earth and ail its beauty,
The sky and ail its light ;

For te dim and saoahirtg sbadows
That rest the dazzied sight;

For unfadaogfilds and prairies,
Whete sense in vain bas trod;

For the warld's exhaustless beauty,
I thank Thee, Oinsy God!

For an eye of inward seeing,
A soul to know and love;

For these conimron aspirations
That aur high heirship prove;

For te hearts that bless cach orner
Beneath Thy sinile, Thy rod;

For the amaranth saved from Eden,
1 thank Thee, O0any God 1

For te hidâco scroll, o'erwritten
WVith onc dear name adored

For the beavenly in the hurnan,
The Sprittin the WVord;

For the tokens of Thy presence
Within, above, abroad ;

For Thine own great gif af besng,
I thank Thee, 0O my God.

WVritters for Tnit CA:itaoAPHnsuyTicatAli

INI>JIIIDIA LIT> AN'D DISCIIPLE-
SHIP.

ley tEV. %%. G. JORAN, STP.TttOY.

Even when the gtac ofa God bas begun ta
work ia aur bearts it 15 not an easy thing ta
byve a well.balaaced, symmetrAcal lfe. We
are al tao prane ta pride ourselvps upon our
special accomplisbments and easy ab)stin-
ences. Our religion is flot a mere self-culture
working troim without, bowiag itself ta the re-
straints of a sballoav social etiquette, wile the
reai problem af i file fet unsolved and the
deepest needs oi the saul igaored. It is a
God-given lie destined ta leaven the wbole
beîng, but su,.b a life bas its own culture.
We must Ilwork out our own salvation with
fear and trembL.iig," bzcause it is IlGod that
worketh in us ta wll and ta do ai His god
pleasure." Thie indwelliag af the Divine
Spirit ampies the aut.reaching aofte uman
spirit airer ail that is lavely in tbougbt and
lfe. In this there are twa factors, twa points
framn wbicb we can view the manifestation ai
lfte and the perfectang of character. There
is the tact af discipleship and the grawtb af
the individual aloog tbe line af bis peculiar
Gad.-givea pawers. We bear considerable dis-
cussion just now about prtectiag Ilthe Pro-
testant Religion." Witbout discussing party
niavemeits wc may remark in passing that it
is important ta protect aur religion from the
inside by declaring clearly tbe sw--et evangel
cancerning personal salvatian ini Christ, by
teachiag aur cildren ta face solernnly the
great facts upan wicb aur faith is faundcd,
and by training aur yauag people ta a thaught-
fu i fie wicb is iatarmed and guided by thase
principles sa Iully revealed in the wards af
the Master and the teacbing of the Apastle
Paul. Let us divell for a bni space on ane
af these points. The dcvelapment of Chris-
tian manhoad requires these two things-
discipleship and iadividnality. Thc first
tbing in aur Christian experience is aur sub-
mission ta aur Lard and Saviaur jesus Christ,

the most important thiog is aur constant
layalty ta Ham. In ihas self-surrender and
service the soul flnds a quickeaing force which
impeis it alang the path ai real progress. la
tbis way the redeemed man wiil find bis truc
individuality, unless bis lite is averlaid by
cburch authority or social conventions. As a
rnatter of :heory, there will always bc discus-
sions betweea the socialist and te individ-
ualist. It is nat easy at any tîme ta mark out
Ila scientific frontier" dividing te realm of

bcburcb autharity tram the spbere ai indivîdual
conscience. This question cannaI bie settled
by a formula but by living, and the faithlul,
intelligent disciple ts in a position ta deal wth
it because the autboritv ai Christ bleads wth
the lite ai the saul and stimulates ts bighcst
pawers. What is meant may be made cîcar-
er bV the example af a man waîb whom we
arc familiar rather tban by an abstract state-
ment. Vben %we studyte life ai Paul, I"the
anastle af the Gentiles," we sec at once, with-
out any minute analysis, the prcsence ai these
two farces ; be is sa much a disciple that be
can say, Ili ve, yct not 1, Christ livctb in
me." But haw cicar it is in thîs case that the
I " is nat lost, is not enslaved, but made

free and brought inta a large place. When
we think ai the education that this man had
in bis youth we are astoaashed at bis baldness,
independeace and breadth ai view. He will
consider the necds ai weaker men and thc
convictions af bis bretbren, but lie as deter-
termnined at ail hazards ta stand fast ln the
liberty wberewîth Christ bas made him. Lake
Amas and other great "lmenaif fght and lead-
ing" be stands fur the rîgbîs ai the individual
conscience against thet yranny ai petty rules
or the censariaus judgment af narraw-titînded
mea. Unlike men of smatl saut bc does nat
seek for himself the autharizy wbuch be resîsts
in thers, Il nat for that we bave dominion over
your faitb, but are belpers ot your jay." We
do nat cdaim perfection for the apostle, the
fult-orbed, peifect manbood is iound only an
the Son ni Man, but this Ilchosea vessel," rich
in lufe and abundant an labours, is a fine ex-
ample of the union la Chrie;tian experience of
subjectian ta Chirist and a large personal
lite.

AIt awakened men féee tteir needpf a lead-
er ; wbat is called hero-wvorsbip, basaits root in
this tact. The men wno, in t.'czir batred of
prîest-craft, fiercef y reject al tormn-, o-1churcb-
lfié, are flot free from this law. They bave
their Ilpopes " ta wbom tbey render a mare
subservient warship tban we are prepared ta
render ta any mere buman guide. Comte,
Spencer aad Huxley bave not anIy intelligent
admirers wbo recagnize their limitations, they
bave alsa blind, bigoted devatees. We 'nay,
perbaps, bc allowed ta stretch a point and say
tbis aiso is well and shows us that even i
tbese matters "a nc touch ai nature makes te
wbole world kmn." Our hearts hunger for the
heavea-sent leader, the rigbîful Lard af
aur saufs. And when men tell us that they
bave no scbaol for aur sauts and that we must
feed aur hearts upon the fleeting thîngs whicb
only seem ta be, we cry with Peter, "lLard, ta
wbam shail wc ga, Thou hast the words ai
eternat lite." An indirect testimany ta aur
Lord's divinity wich does not came within
thc scope af ordinary theolagical proafs as met
witb just here. He bafds a place wbicb s
ait -bis awn. He satisfies the bearts ai thase
wbo camte ta Hlim, and white the surrender ai
the saut ablectly ta any church systemn or any
ecclesiastîcal leader, however great, degrades
that sauf, the complete submissian ai the
beart ta Christ is the way ta flice and freedam.
If, witb Paul, 1 can cdaim ta be thc bond-slave
of Christ, 1 am on the way ta an ever-deepen-
iag and expanding lite. Our Lard bas the
characteristic ai the bigbest leader, He dan
attract. When Hte is lfted up lie draws mea
unIe Him. But Net stands the test as no athers
can ; the mca of deepest insight, ai largest
tbaugbts, of quickest sympathies are found
among those who bave been mast completely
subjec: unta Hlm.

In these days wc need ta resist mere con-
veataoaality ta religion, we need tg encourage
not caaceîted singufariîy, but heaitflîin ds-
viduafity. Ia tbe days ai tbe Reformatian the
individuai sauf, witb its rigbts, privîleges and
responsibilities, was re- discovered, disccvered
in the sense in wbich the prophet Amas and
the apostle Paul presented h ta the. thaughîs.
of men. The mystic-s may have'proved -ia

svlitude tbat tbey bad saufs, but îlmey did
notbing for the emancipation ai Ibeir fellow-
men. And as in ail other crises the wartd
was not saved by the critics, but by those who
felt that theybhad beard God's voice and must
echo it an their owa feeble iasbion. That side
ai the trulli bas its dangers ; there is no need
ta deny tbat ianatîcism and licence are great
evals, and wc are nat airaid ta admit that doc-
trines of liberty, even when handled by the
ablest teachers, may bc ignoraatly or wltutty
misunderstood. Such teacbing places great
honor upon the individual man and demands
tram ham a siacere submissaon ai himself ta
God. Naw, whatever aur theories may bel
we know ttaat the present kand cf socicty
is :owards " socialism,' if we rnay usc a word
whtich as ail the mare useful because it as 50
vague. People who have a perfect hatred ta
sacialism an the palitîcat sense af that word,
say and do tbiags whîclî mea ai the last gene-
ration would have rjectcd as socaalistic. The,
spirit ai thet tîme affects us ait ; thas idea that
the corporate wbole ought ta do thiags which
werc larmerly leirta tht indivadual unit is
growing. Thas wali probably go on ontil it
warks ts awa cure and some of us have ta
tura back ta !lnd a trutit which we bave for-
gotten, a truth which ta the past bas cast the
nobfest soul much anguish whca îhey have
eit thear besî lite straagled in them by the

ruthless force af a mechanical cburcb. la
same ai the aider ctvilizations thc city was
everytiang and the citizens nothing, but we
cannat go back ta that. Our social elevation
must came ta us, nat thraugh the sacrifice,
but through tbe enrîchiear af the indivdual
lie. Here the prospect is tempting, there is
a great space fa wbîch wc maght wander aad
deal wîth specafic questians. Our business
uaw, howiever, as with general princaples. We
would have aur Young mca ta realuze that the
way ta find the baghuist andavidualty is ta fiad
Christ. lie as net tbe Lard ai a sect, the Ruler
ai a claque, He as the King ai men, ai man as
God made hum, and as God woufd bave hlm
be. Ia Hum mca flnd theur truc selves and
prove that religion as not a narrowing but an.
enlargang af thear lie. Those who are truc
ta Him cannaI bc taise ta the laws whach
gavera the bîghest maahood. Thear liue as
fram wtbîn ; they live froni tht promptang of
a renewed spirat and net under te bandage
ai minute externat regufations; tbcy live undcr
a law whach dae net depress, but stamutates
their 11e ; they have bowed before a King
whose service is treedom.

TIa'E /UBJLEE 0F TH'E Y..C.A.

la anu...îpatioa ai thîs event, wbich is ta
be celebrated in Jane ne.xt, thc Chr;LçiaLm Coin-
inonwealih bas anterviewed Mr. George Wil-
liams, the founucr and president of tac asso-
ciation, and tram the conference with hlm we
extract the foflawing :-Fafty ycars ago a tew
young mca met ia a smalt upper bouse ai
Messrs. George Hitchcock & Ca., St. Paut's
Churchyard, and there constitutcd îhemsctves
anta a Young Mcn's Christian Association.
From bas early days, Mr. Wifliams was flitoa
spiritual entbusiasm, and upon enteritig as an
assistant an 1841, the firm af Messrs. Hitch-
cock S, Ca., soon madle bis influence icît.
Somethang af the nature ai a religious revival
took place under the shadow af St. Paul's.
Mr. Hitchcock was canvcrted, and bcartily
encauraged the formation ai tht Y.M.C.A.

It is aur year ai jubilee," saîd Mr. Williams,
"and we welcame its advent witb unspeak-

able joy and devout gratitude. We are aow
makîng preparatianis ta apprapriately celc-
brate the auspacius event. Ia jur.c-tb3
montb ia wbach the .M.C.A. was brn-a
jubîcet Internuationat Conference will bc held
in Exter Hall, wbea about 2,000 delegates are
expect-.d-rcpresenativcs irom every country
where associations exis-and we are antici-
patîng gatherings afianerest and usefuness,
such as we bave neyer before experiencecL"
As ta the atm af the Y.M.C.A., be said-" It
sbauld neyer bc fargotten tbct the chief
characterastic atour work is that it is a spiri-
tual work. This is its distinguishing giory.
We are preparcd ta adapt car metbods ta the
constantly-cbauging require ments ai thetites,
but we belleve that spiritual resuits can only
bc accamplisbcd by bspiritual-nicans. Tht
-main abject af the .Y.M.C.P- Is te fend Young

men ta the Savroaur. If ive are tht means of
spiritual usefuîness ta Young mcn, we benefir
tbem in every way. Thcy are better abe, a
contrai tbemselves, and becomne better -ltisi.
ness mea-this 1 bave praved aver and over
again-tbey are placed upon a highcr plat.
form, bath for this lite and the flic wbicb is tu
came. Tbey thils become as tht sait ta pre-
serve, and as the ight to diffuse Chrisi's
teacbing among those wîth wham' they asso.
diate, and become truc helpers ta whatever
section rif the church cf Christ tbey may be-
long, and ta the great missianary cause.
Hundreds of voung mea wbo bave becai
braught ta the Saviaur by tbe agency ai the
Y.M.C.A., have gane forth ta the mission
field. Dîîring the past year 95 Youlng men
bave jýonc (rom the ranks of the Englisb As-
sociations ta devote their lives ta taéreiga and
home mission work, and ta tht Christian min-
istry. Only ta-day 1 met wtb twa Young icI.
fows, bath rncmbers ofithe Association, wba at
tht cnd ai this month hope ta go out te Thibet
as massionaries af tht Gospel af Jesus Christ.
1 amn canvnced-aad I zpeak from long ex.
perience-that the greatest gond you can do
ta a Young man is ta anduce hlm lao yield bis
hcart unrcservedly te Chr'st." Compariag
the Young of to-day with those af thetlimue
wben he was a young man, MrWilliams says:
'«I think they bave greatlv arnproved. The
Young men found ta.day la the great bouses
la tht city, arc altogether a better type thau
they wcrc wben 1 cammeoced business lite in
this bouse, 53 vears ago. Thcre is a much
higber tant about tbemn; there is not sa mucla
intemperance or immoralty as there was."1
"Andas regards industry, honesty, puncîuality,
and trustworthinss?" "An improvemeni
tber-, tac ; iadced, it is sa irom every stand.
point. Whenever a man bas beea influcnced
spiritualfy, hea ecessarily becames a better
servant, and discharges bis duties mart
tbarougbîy and with greater satisfaction to
bis employer." Regarding tht benefit inch
associatians may be te Young mcn, Mr.
Williams considers "la Young man af bigh
priticiple, wbo is alsa persevcring and cap.
able, is pretîy sure ta make bis woay. 01
course, there are some who fadec the giît, and
beyand a certain point would not succeed
aaywbere. If a Young man gets under the
influence af the Young Mea's Christian As.
sociatton, he s ïmproved immeasciy in every
way. It sharpens bis intellect, belps bu ta
preserve bis heaiîh and vigor, makes him a te.
liable, trusty man, and thus coatributes ta bis
succcss.1 arn canstantly meeting with men,%
saad Mr. W&Iiams, 9.who maay years agQ
came under the influence af tht Association,
and tbey testafy that the bencits tbey recta.-
cd frorn :t have helped thcm all tbrougb ilbez
ater lie."

A SPIR.ITUAL MI'S2'ERY.

DY RKV. 0. H. WKTHEII

Rev. Dr. Burdett Hart, in reicrring ta
Chrast's use ai tht vine and its branches, as a
type ai tht relation existing betwcen bu and
bis people, says, "XVhen by iaitb the soif
takes hofd ai hlm, bis lit sîreams mintbai
saufas when a cutting is grafîed into the
parent stock, tht lite af tht stock flows îuîio
the engrafted woad, and it became.. thence.
forward a part ai tht cne growth. Christ's
lite tbrough faith cames mb b umaaity, and aI
buman saufs, jained ta Humn by faitb, becorre
Christian saufs, partakers af Christ, ane with
Hlm, This is mvstery, but mysterw is everyr
wbere ; aad this spiritual mystery is no mort
unsoivable than the mysteriaus pracesze
which are betare aur cyts ia natural growths,
and wbicb change ail around us." Of course
il is net. Tht man who says that lht rtjects
Cbristianity because af its mysteries, aught, fer
precisely the smmc reasan, ta rejecail natua
growth, pracesses and atterations. ladeed;
witb as truch scnso and propriety, he sbouid
reîect tht tact that he is a man, as ta rejed
Christianity on tht groiend cf mystery, for lht
bimself is a bondie ai mysterics, tram begis.
ming ta end. Now, the vital union. af Christ
and tht believer is exactly on tho saine pria-
cipie as is tht union beîween a vine and lu
branches. There us not a whit m-ore myster
in ont casethan intht ather. Tht Ut ife
branches is tht ile oai-the vine. Alid.,dl tt
reaUldaim that anynian bas. ta being a Chais
tuai, rests an the facît ' tat la, bas tht lfil
Christ inhum;->aad'tht *.proô'f dathis inuit
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