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Cbofce lfterature.
A âUTUAAL.

The crisp, chili dusk ; the gardens desolate;
The crimsoning sun ; the fields that late have

ta'en
A ghostly semblance, and the corn-stalks lain
lu vague bronze heaps ; dim orchards whilom

great
With golden appie-discs or peara, and weight
With oezy plume that bore the regal stain;
The hazy hills-theae hint the iron reign
0f Winter usherSd in iu ilvery state.

E'en with the chili and sear, the doleful air
0f Nature, who in cold, dark rain-drops

grieves,
There in a comfort when one visionvs where
Are glowing atoves, beyond the wiudy caves,
And savoury tables, love's warin kisses there,
And kindîjeat raya the acf t, rose lamplight

weaves.
Joa. Nevin Doyle, in The Week.

NEST BUILDING AND BIRD SONG.

Probably of ail neats buiided by birds in
this lecality, the most unique is that of the
humming-bird. It la about five inches in cir-
cumference and just one and a haîf deep on
the outside, Miid is fiishioned of the aoftest of
white stuif apparently the flosa of the peplar,
while over it ail is ingeniously laid fine bits of
fawn and paie green lichen so that it is a
marvellous imitation of the bark of the brauch
whereon it resta, and for thia reason it la dif-
ficuit to distingulali it frorn a knot of the tree,
fastened too as it is close on the limib with not
a saial branch on any ide for support. Over
the lichen is spun an invisible veil, fine like a
very fine cobweb, and there is about it a warm
odor like oid wool or dr-y moss. In this nest
juat two pale tiny eggs are laid, and indeed
there would scarce be room for another, 80
small is the soft hollow.

Another iuteresting uest is that cf the wild
canary. A snug one bas been built yearly
durirg the ]ast five years in the heart of a
b]ossoming bush here on the hilîside ; each
tume in the sanie cluster of twigs, the old one
having beeu removed every season directiy
after the young birds had tlomiiu. This neat is
composed of bits of wool, flosa, white cotton
thread aud grey grasses, and before or about
the time the firat egg has been laid, along
cornes a lazy cuckoo, sliding noiselesiy, thief-
like, from bough to %bough, sud depositing in
tlîis nest a brown-speckled egg twice the size
of the canary. Then when batching-time
arrives and the young birds appear and grow
a littie, the young cuckoo, ingrate that it is,

flops about snd with its atrong wiugs turne out
of their home to perish the offspring of the
sweet yeliow bird. Every year 1 have watched
this neat sud taken from it the objectionabie
egg, and one year I found a second one, after
the canaries had deserted the neat, imbedded
in the grasses and wool, it having been laid
of course before the completion of the nest,
and thus covered over, it had remained un-
harmed during the rearing of the yeliow
brood.

This year, just as the canary had faahioned
a fine neat in the old place, a wild wind came
out cf the south and tore it away, so 1 doubt
if the bird will ever build there again. How
wonderfui ! this building cf nesta year after
year in the same spot, 'this memory cf birds,

boy, and in it the mother birds sits and swings
through the hot aummer days, the winds sing-
ing te her in fair weather, no harmn molestlng
when sterm is abroad, for the negt is builded

and hung so deftly, that the entrance is pro-
tected against the sky eut cf which the sum-
mer stormas corne.

For us the oncole has sung his iast song this
year, because the autumn has ne food for hlm
and ho has gene south again, not se much, it is
believed, te avoid the celd as te flnd goed
feeding fields for the wiuter. What songa
he sang when the apple-trees were in flower !
Bua brilliant orange and black plumage al
aglow againat the pink and white blossoins.
Then were the orchards merry with bis music,
for he hunted them the day long for food. We
used to whistle sometimes, at heat a poor
imitation of bis singiug, yet he answered us.
It is interesting, the study cf bird-song and cf
birda' perception cf musical sounda. Many
times in the summer when there is music in
the bouse, mocking-birds corne about the open
windows and struggle ou through broken song
in a mad endeavour te follow the notes cf the
instrument. G0 c eut into any large garden
after sunset when the mccking-birds and other
singers are silent. Whistletome light air, and
preseutly the shadows wiil be full of song, and
it is good to feel you thus have power te make
birds sing. Then, too, on a grey morniug even
a boon will answer you eut cf the mist if you
imitate its note, though not, I fancy, because
cf any inspiration of music like that wbich
whistiing pessesses for ether birds- rather iu
ail probability, it takes you for its mate and
gives cali for caîl.

Helen M. Merrili, in The Week.

OUT-DOOR SKE7CIIES.

TUE 5PING LOWER5.
A '"late spring" has its advantages, as it

generally secures a longer terrn cf existence
for the sweet spring dlowers-tbe most charm-
iug cf ail our native fiera. The unusually
celd May and June cf thia year greatiy pro-
longed the frontier between spring sud sum-
mer, and, if it made the early fiowers somewhat
later lu biossomiug, at ieast kept them much
longer with us. The bloodroot (Sanguinaria)
usuaily ever by the beginning cf May, iaated,
iu some localities, tili, the middle cf it. The
iovely three-leaved liues or trilliurns, contiuued
with us ail through May, being found lu some
shady places even after June lat. The wiid
violets-purpie, yeliow and white - iasted welî
into June, and the brigbt graceful scariet
columbine (often called by the children
" honeysuckle,") remained in bloom in some
spots tili the end cf June, and even beyond it,
wild reses and columbines thua being lu bloom
at the same time. The firat opening colum-
bines 1 fcuud lu the second week lu May: and
the iast I know of was stili bloominq, witbin
sight cf orange Miles, ou Juiy l2th-this faith-
fui flower thus continuiug ibis year twe full
montha lu bloom. But cwiug to the latenesa
and celduescf the eariy spring, nicat cf our
spring flowers were this year included witbin
the covers cf May. For lu it there were
blooming net euiy thse shadflower, thse blood-
root, the trillium, the pretty plurny (diceutra,)
the arun, the columbine, the Canadian honey-
suckie,the violets, thse adder tongue, thesaxi1frage
the convallarias and their connection, the
amilaicina, the alender mitrewert and its pretty
cousin, the tiarella-the graceful purpie crane-
bill geranium and its distant relation, the white
anemene ; ail these and many other lesa con-

fllwer notices lu the Montreal Star, giving -a
bnief description and woodcut cf our principal
spring flowers, have given te mauy a new inter-

*est lu the flowers they eften passed by, classini
them under the generic name of " mayflewers.'

There may net be much lu a name-regardeé
by itseif ; yet aomehow, the fact that ire car.

Lcati a thing by its right name seema te, give il
a new interest. " A rose by any namne may
smeil as sweet ;" but what swpeet visions does
not the very naine cf a rose suggest ? It iE
doubtfui whetber we sheuid take quite the
sanie intereat lu our frienda if we couid nel
cail them by their names, and se the ability tc
fiud eut the right names for our flowers cf
apring lias this year given au added zest tc
many a woodlaud walk, and grave professiona]
men and wcrkiug men and wemeu, as weli as
the happy youug idiers lu spring woeds, have
this spriug been attracted te spend deiightful
heurs lu looking for and identifying the wiid-
floeirs thus brougrht befere their.notice. The
Star hias thus doue a real service lu stimula-
ting an intelligent love cf nature among its
readers.

But tihe longent spring must pass luto sun-
mer, and no eue by eue the sweet sprng
flowera droeped, faded and paésed into the
maturer stage cf develepment. The pretty
brambieberry bloasoma, as weli as the les
showy eues of atrawberry and raspberry, have
fulfilled their mission by becoming the delici-
eus fruit that becomes a stapie cf our sommer
food ; the chokecherry and aider and shad-
flower have fornished many a meai for the
birda ; the nuts are getting ready for the
squirreis, and tise bright scarlet clusters cf the
actaSa rubra and thse white waxen cnes cf thse
white variety, shine eut amid thse woodland
witis a briliiauey wbich eveu their anowy
blossom did neot pseass, for, after ail, it in the
barveat time wvhich la tise glory cf the year.
But stili, it la the spring-time--fuii of the
Inde fuite delii't of hope-" whi-.h la its chief
charm," and it la with a wistful regret that we,
each year, bld adieu te the buddiug and bics-
aoming cf sprng-tide, even thogb it la the
beneficeut law of nature that beauty cf the
flower in but the precorsor and promise of the
matured fruit.

Fidelia, iu The Week.

JUST TUHE LZTT7LE Th'IVGS.

Thse last touches iu fiuishing a plece
of wcrk are of more Importance than
miauy careless pei os.i- riesuember. Who
lias nel suffered great lueunvenieuce be-
caus2 the buttpnê on a garment were
net f lrmly sewed oit?' Buttonig, every oe
know-m, have a strange perversity la part-
iug fromn their fasteuings just at the sue-
nsesit wien tisere ls int a minute te spare
to sew them n o again. A lIttie cane Wlseu
tise garment la finisised or sent herne frorn
th->,eh.op te see that every button la iecure
Faves fndles3 fuure worr.7 and trouble.
No womar. appears well dressed, ne inatter
lsos- costly and h sundisorue her costume mnay
bd ir au effeet et untidines i8given
by a misiig buttoa 'romi dresa or glove,
bow8 piuued ln'tead of sewed dn, and
a lrayed appearance at tise bottem ofthtie
sklrte. Just a littie care and tisougist
glvc., to thes.e trilles would remedy this
evil.

In settiug tise table, hew mucli more
temptiug and attractive appearance it
'wili present if tise ciptislaii clea.n, and
laid pontectl.y stralisi o.tise table, tise
disc- and glaisses shining bright, tise

pleut Tisere la nothiug partieuiariy
wroug wltis brown paper and grocer's

g twine, both very usefuli b, , their place,
>ybut bow mucis better thse éltt wlii look
d ilt;wrappe inluf resh, crisp, tisane paper.

n and tled with a isarrow nibbon. Net
ýt oniy does, It look better. but it eonve»$

y te, your trlend a pleasaut sense cf antici-
S pation sud appreciation that far exceeds

tise extra trouble It imay have been te
tisluk of IL To wrap a gif t'iaintily,
a'nI tIc It with scrupuioup nicety, sheuid
be a mile neyer departed froim nor breken
sithout seme very good reaisou.

Soine may say that to recelve a let-
ter lrern a lriend, If it centains kindly
me£asges sund lovlug thougis, quite ob-

3 literate-. tise tact that thse papen ls
rotigh 7and perlsaps soiled, tise writing
pencilled, and the siseet of papen bold-
ed ansi ref olded te make 1It f 1It an envelope
Intended for commercial use. But tisere
are few peppie who wilJ net value tise
kiud sentiments lucre if they are iîeatly
and carefuily penued oui paper ef conven-
tional style, lolded once, and lltted jute
au envelope of tise proper slze. 4 Atten-
tion to ail sucis littie details lu every-
thiug wo do, and te put te practical use
tise gpod old proverb, that "whatever la
w.orilisdciug, is wcrtis doing welI," iis
not beneati tise notice of anyone, bsut lt
brlgl'tent;both for oui-selves and otisers
tise commen, everyday patis cf 111e.

THE KEY-VTE uF PERMANENCE.

Tilrty îears ago, 1 made a plIgnim-
age 1tp tise littie churcis near Clevedon,
wisere tise hallamns' re8t, and sau tise
graveyard, tise imarble tablet lu tise
chancis, and tise ancient yesv-tree. It
wvas tisen, a lovely, quiet place, ivît i nt
a iscuse near, and tif ty yards frem It,
bthidden f rom vlew, tise broad -stuary
of th'e Severn filled witls tihe tide. .1
iseardI tise vater washsbelos tise cliffs

aý passeô by. Serro% w and deatis, and
a peace wicis pasŽseth uudenstaudlng,
an-i tise vlctory of tise seul seeused pre-
seat wltis me, and tise munmnur of tise
Ses-ens. vas Ilu my dreams tise music of
tilt! River of Lire tisaSt lows mcom tise
tisrexa. of Ged, into wisobe vast harmon-
ies ai' our di.scordsý are dnasvn at last.
I feiv, it was tise iaipression efthtie place.
1 ks-ew atterwards tisat it was tise im-
press.ion of tise poem £"ln Memnoriam")
tisat gave It tp tise place. And this
isupiession of victory, fa tise iastiug pow-
er of tise poeml. Rla tise sarne con-
quce! 1f e ani-ing eut cf deleat aud
deatis. of peace halit up eut oft doubt,
au-d jcy, wisese motiser ivas orrow, tut
wbp hiae- turned bis motise's iseart luto
delight; mnoral ceuquest, tise triumph of-
thissoul over eutsvard forces cofsnature,
evuâs over Its ewu Ih-tisat is tise saotive
ef tise poemis that endure, tisat stand
an-isisinù Ilie tise beacon of the l-ddy-
stone, amid ail tise tesnpesto of. time,
tisaV save aud blees tise navles of isu-*na.itty.

W,_ are flecded to-day witb peems cf
desprls peies' lull cf tise spirit Wbicb
tak.-8 pleasure lu feeding upon tise. cor-
ruptli ofetso,-ety, aud prepisesies, wiseu
ht Iliti' usa drpoping beak frointhtie offai,
tisait Utisis carrion complexion tise
whiol-' of isumanlty will cerne at last.
Tisat le tise clasa whli points mankiud
as isurrying into decay. fisat Ipoetry
andItise temper tisat proxluces it, wil
n4,pt i ast Tise poetry cf dol eat, withers
lu tise mlnd of tise race. Tise poet.iin-
sel' wiso uvites It, witisers away lu tise
memer.7 of ma.n. Rad -In Memoriam"
been only wai]ing for Io"s, it weuld have
perisised even if ils uv@rtis iad been
greritc-r tisan It ie; but since it teils of

ove'- tise evhl oet orrowý. -The P-oet's
personai conquest over isa wn pain be-
cawc -tise conquest cf tise iua race ever
thse wb.ele of paln.'


