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OUR publishers expcct an addition af TNNt>
TIIOISANI) new names ta TIIECA.l Pus
11VTFI11' liqt for the coming year. 01J subscnib.
crç. wlvhhlp t'i hring about titis dc:,irable result
eari get their own rSea1a for ONE IOUI.The
way ta do it: Secure twn newv naines at $2 each ;
forward $5; andl have your own subscription crediteil
for another year.

A N exchange says that a young Jewess who had
embraced Christianity c\presseil a desire 'lta

read Churcli histary in aider ta, finil out how andl
wlicn Christians bccame s0 unlike Christ." Painfully
suggestive.

a ur readers between the oceans andl ta those
.1beyand we wish a merry Christmas, a happp

Newv Year andl many happy returns. Ta some TrIE
CANADAx PRwSîîTE&ÎAN bas made weekly visits for
tweîîty ycdirs. With others tve are just becoming
acquaiatcd. For ane andl afl, aId and yaung. fat
and near, we wisb the best bicssiags out Hcavenly
Fatlier bestows.

EVERY speech in Presbytcry on Summer Ses-
Esiens sbould begin with an expression af

gratitude ta God for giving the Church such a mag-
nificeat Home Mission fieldl. Every speech on the
remit anent the appoiatmcat of a]1 reign Mission-
ary secretary should begia with thanks for the ex-
tension af aur Foreign vork wvhich makes tlhc ap.
paiatmcnt necessary. If any Presbytery groans
about Ilincreasing burdens," its replies ta Uthe remits
should nat be counteil.

THE Presbytery ai Maitlanil is ai thé opinion
Tthat a mission secrctary should be appoînted

ta superintcnd tbe Home and Foreign Mission
work ai the Church. andl that Dr. Cochrane is the
right man for the joint secretaryshirp. The sug-
gestion is well worthy ai considération. If it is
possible ta hl the balances evenly between the
two funds andl impartially advocate the claims of
bath, Dr. Cochrane is as likely ta do it as any man
in the Cburch. Stili we doubt vcry much whetber
the plan would be a wise ane. If the Church grows
in numbers and in missionary spirit as it shoulil do,
each ai thc Schemes will soon pravide work enough
for any ane man.

H1' -E practice ai referring questions ta the pea-
Tle is grawing taa fast in aur municipal

baies. There may be questions that it is emi-
nently proper ta refer ta, a direct vote ai the peo-
ple. lhe practice, however, if pcrsisted in iill soan
make municipal councils a sort af agency for passiîîg
questions on ta the polis. Too alLen it is natbing
but a cowardly doilge ta shirk responsibility. Mca
are sent ta, the cauncil chamber ta transact the
business ai the people, flot ta pass difficult questions
ta another tribunal. The British systemn is ta settle
thc question andilelt the man, not the question, go
ta the people. It sounils cll ta talk about - the
savereiga people," and «"trusting the people," and
Ilthe vaice ai thc people," etc. Yes, it sounds well
ta talk that way, but to aftm! the talker is merely
working a cowardly plan ta avoid personal respansi.
bility.

T \WICE during the last th!,rtecn years thc
Lieut.-Govcrnor ai Qucbcc lar, cxercised the

Royal prerogative in a manner that t b as nover
been excrciscd by the Quecn nor any Gover,'vr
dirctly appoinîcil by ber. During the half century
ofhber bencriccnt reign Victoria neyer dismisseti ad-
visers wvbo bai a majority af the reprcsentativcs ai
flic people, nor did, aay Governor or Gavernar-
Gencral appaintcd by hcr perfarm that constitutional
kat. Were the game flot sa dangcrous the spectacle
ai a second or third-rate French politîcian exercising
powers that her flritannic majesty neyer used would
bc supremely ludicrous. Disguise the unpleasant
fact as wvc may, the question that lies at the root ai
this crisis is wlîcthcr Quebcc. is capable ai self-
governmeat. Supposing Mercier and his friends
are cispased ai at the poilis, the new gavernment will
bave ta face a dcbt ai thirty-fivc millions, an an-
nuat deficit ai over bal a million, a credit impaired,
if nat lost,and a people excited enough ta take cach
other by the tbraat at any moment. Thle prospects
certainly arc the reverse ai brigbt. It is idie for
people in the othcr provinces ta say ail this is ini
Q uebec. Quebec is part of the Dominion, and no
smail part ofif k ither. Painting Mercier black is
simply blackening a Canadian supparted by a large
number ai Canadian people.

C HRISTMAS ! Again over ail the globeCthe Cbristnias belils will ring aut their joy-
aus peal. Musical voices will blenil harmonious-
ly in singing ta the praise ai the Babe of Bethlehem.
Kindly impulses and gen!rous feelings will for a
season-alas, too bnie-be lu the ascendant, and we
can at least have a fai ýt impression bow much better
this world wauld be were the spirit and the precepts
of Him wha braught pçace an earth andl gaod will
ta men made the guiding principles of aur daily
lives. But ta that the pîîrposes of the Eternal are
tendirlg. May each Christmas season, as it catis ta
mind the Saviaur's ailvent, sec ailvances in H is cause
andl kingdam on the cartil. May the festive gather-
ings ia al the many bornes into wbicb TirE CANADA
PRESqBVTERIAN enters throughout the wide Dominion
andl in far off landls have their joys sanctified by the
preserace andblessiag ai the Div ine EIder Brother.ard
may ail whase outlook has been darkened by clouils
of sufferîng and trial have the graciaus presence oi
thae Brother born for adversity. Through.the.gloom
may they sec the clear sbining af His love. May
the glorious dawvn, ta which the divine purposes
tend, spcedily appe--, wben

The Temple again shall be huili
And filied as it was of yere;

And thi burden be lift from tht heart.oI the eartb
Andl tht nations al adore.

Unto thet ironeaof beavea
Mornizig andl eve shail rise;

Unie, but net ai, the Lamb
Shahl be the sacrifice.

(U IR good Methodist friends oh ten tell us that
Presbytcria «nîss 15 c'angiag. We hope it is

if the change is la .the direction ot improverent .*0f
ane thing, however, we are certain. Methodist prac-
tices are rapidly changing. The ocher week awriker,
no ordinary one, as thé style abunàantly shows, fou ni
a place i the oficiàl organ ar Methodismn forthe:
following,:

1 would draw the attention af aur gaveràing ýbodies-to-one6
or two.things that, in my opinion, require check andl contraI.

ON SOHEMES 'HE advocatcs of political union with the
'ônts4 fat '%* Pte T ni States wil l ot fail, to make the niost

ofthc fact that twicq~ in thilrteen years Constitu-
UBL1S1MiN0Cc., tional Governnient has broken down in Qucbcc.

,ç jordat Sret# Tmento. Vicwed from any standpoint these failures arc
- - - - - dcplorablc. If the auivisars of the Crown in '78 and

~ )~FRIV, at the present crisis wcre so hocpelessly corrupt thatTF RIAX, thcy had ta bc dismissed, though possessing the
- confidence of a majority in the Lcgisiaturc, thon

>lsbitîî3 C , IM, therc wÈrc twvo govcrnmcnts sustained by thr pco-
pie but unfit to live, If the Lieut. Govcnors

- TORONTO1. wrcnched the constitution from partisan motives
therc were two allegeci rcprcscntatives of Royalty
using thc namc and powvcr of the Qucen for the

ýn Advancc. basest of partiqan purposes. Look at the facts
tt tcenitl'e flinemelitIi: any way yois plcasc andi thcy arc dcplorablc.

,ar$j.NoaJrfli~tntThcre is j ust one thing more dcplorablc andi that
un' *~'tbI mlvniimetsis that men can bc. founti profcssing to bc patriotic

Canadians wvho rejoice ovcr the state af things at
prcsent cxisting in Qucbcc. Assuming biercier
to bc guilty af evcrything cbargcd against him, the
public fecting should bc ane of mingled alarmn andi

- shame. The man who chuckles ovcr Mercier's mis-
dceds anid the country's shame is no0 better than

CEMBER 23rd, i8Q!. Mercier.

SOS

One of these liitthe meîhod recently inîroduced ai some ci Our
camp and revival meetings of calling on ail present tn pray
Zloud alit sâcme time. Il is fot Scriptural,'and il cettainly
la flot ediiving. Young womien converts are encouraged t0
acreech at thetotap ai their voices when engaged in praer, and
ta wear a galvan lc grin, and clap their bande when exhorting,
ta show that religion bas col made them sad. Unforînnately,
they are flot solicited ta put on the rament of a meek and

quet spiriL fletter this, say the apologists for noise, than
t ho etlnesai death. But order and decency do flot imply
deatîs ; ait truc spiritual l11e is rythmic1 flot discordant. Of
the physical phenomena encouraged by sonie at these meet-
ings. itle unfit ta write. Disgust, pain, sorrow are the eo-
tions awakened by these proceeJings in the breasts ai ail
right.thinking and intelligent people.

Agamn, il la noir the grawing lashion for the Ininister antd
his people ta caliliu the aidai tht travelling evangelist Noth.
ing iewIll draw ; and the abnormal cravng for excilement
mnust be satisfied. 13y.and-bye the reaction sets in. Regular
services stem pro3y. Something is tht malter. The minis-
ter je dui and old professois are but stumbling blocks.Thie
beating and the cooling process has donc ils work.i the metal
bas grown bard and brittie. Heat is again needed. The
groundwork ai the lruth-the teaching and the eniorcement
ofiduty-must stand ieside and give place tuorenewed evangel.
iutic effort. Il VotkinT for the Lord" is tht watchword, but
the Ilwork"I consista là rgely in loud ejaculations, sicklyjinglcs
ai sang, or raytra, that in their coarse familiarity shock the
reverent. eFhese are the flashy livery cf tht live saint, white
the Ilrobe of tiRhteousness," if af quiet colours, is despised.
*Regular pastoral wctrk seems profitless and lame under these
luuld ligh ta, and ordionry circuit labour is ycarly grcwing
more grinding and difficult. Tht religiaus character ai tht
people is beginning ta lase its aId-lime sturdines3. and the
tnusbroom growths ai easy conversion toa alen ilta aIand
crumble under the glare and pressure ai the world.
Brother Dcwart is a man of courage, but we doubt
vMr much if lie would have inscrtcd the foregoing.
fifteen years ago. It is truc, however, every %vord of
it. Last week the Gitardiaitbail the foIlo,.visnu in
an excellent editorial on " Noisy Demonstrations at
Revivals "-

We think il is a grave mistake for those who condiict
evangelislic meeting& la stimulate ar encourage shouting,
physical demionstrations, or promiscunus noise and confusion,
as if these things liait came mnral andl religions value, er were
signa of a work ai grace. Not only is there ne spiritual value
in naisy confusion, itla uniavourable ta seriaus thought andlaolidrlgas xeine We muet not forget that conver-
alun is a mental andl spiritual process, which in ils very nature
requires sober thought. It is necessirytb.at the sinner should
consider his ways, i ully resalve ta tura away fra bis' sins,
and exercice an intelligent trust in Christ for salvation. This
process may take% place under a varieîy cf outward circum-
stances. But il will hardly bt clainmed that noise andl confu-
sion have any special 3daptatio.-àta aid in premeoting a clearappretiensian of aaving truth. On the contrary, such sur-
roundinga increase tht danger ai mistaking a transient excite-
ment ai feeling for an experience ai couverting or sanctifying
grace. Subsequent reaction and declension are general in
proportion ta the preceding degree ai physicat demonstra-
tion andl excitement.
Intelligent, devout Methodists ivili no doubt feel
gratefulta the Guardtan for such tiçnely and Scrip-
tural tcachirig. Noisy demonstratians neyer did
Methodists any real gaod and have du.ne others much
harmi. Too maay hardeneil scoffiers took their first
lessons at noisy religiaus meetings. The mast intel-
ligent andl influential Methodist Churches would not
tolerate for an evening same of the practices of the
early days.

LET PUBLIC WQRSIP BE DEIVOUT.

p RES BYTERIANISM has ever iasistcd that
in 'lie conduct of public worship everything

should bu. done decentty and ini aider. It has no
ornate system of worship, no liturgical forms, no
priestly exaltation. its vet-y simplicity bas hitherto
been its chier characteristic. Ail systems, even the
very best, are liable to abuse, a liability that has
ever ta bc guardeil against. Two very opposite
tendencles ini the Churches of to-day arc discern-
iblè. On the anne hand is to :ie seen a striving.
ater a gorgeous andl ornate ritual that differs but
little from the outward magnificence of Roman
Catholic ccremoaial, and an the other an effort to
reduce public worship to the level af a meaningless
routine. The straining ater novelty, effect, sensa-
ti&in, is-doing muchia these days to rob public wor-
ship) ofits trué character in ýmany of the Churches.
it-was thé aim,»of our 'reforming Presbyterian fore-
fathers* to make the services ai the sanctuary as
unlike as possible the astentatious ceremonial af the
system itbey discarded. They sought ta fallow i
itU simplicity the New Testament model. In the
sublime stimàlicity ai Presbyterian worship there is
nathing ta offenil a devout soul, but here as i
other ways there is a possibility ai degeneratiag in-
to--a cold, lifeless and meaningless formalistn, and
that is sonie thing that should bc carefully shunned.

E4xamples a re flot ,winting taý show that a
devout demeanousr *în' thé house af God is not
incompatible with an irreverent and sinful life. It
is flot ritùalor its absence that is the cause of traie
*devotion.-- -Thesoul ai ,the warshipper must go out
in adoring love toward Gad, andl hald commutnioti


