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THA1T 1s always, says the New York Independent,
B the best preaching in any age and before any audience,
S that most fully peesents Christ to the thoughts of men,
-2 This oue theme will never pass out of date so lang as
Fmen continue to be sinners and to need salvauon.
“ISinners, far more than anytlung else, need to make a
%’ spiritual acquaintance with Christ ; and it is the first
3and highest duty of the Christian pulpit to aid them
gin this work. The pulpit that radically fails here
does not deserve to be called Chiristian,

% PAISLEY in Scotland is said to be prolfic n poets.
¥ There.they are born, not malle. Alexander McLach-
Elin, a native of the above-named burgh, has earned
€ his poetic fane in Canada, and s clauns have been
 largely recognized.  In his advancing years lus many
friends’and admirers resolved to present lum with a
ji testimonial.  Recently the presentation tuok place,
¥ when amony, those who took part in the interesting
proceedings were Principal Grant, who presuded, Hon.
G. W. Ross, Dr. Daniel Clark and others.

ON a recent Sunday mornung, the Drasesh Weckly
says, Dr. Fraser enlarged on the msidious way in
% winch self nghteous doctrine will steal mto the most
¥ orthodox Churches and fanulies. “ How ofien,” he
exclaimed, “ do parents fall into the way of saying to
their children, * Be good, and say your prayers, and
B God will be pleased with you ;' and so we build up
% in our homes swarms of lutle self-nighteous prigs ana
f Pharisees.” There was a distinct movement of
hilarity in the audience. The old foiks appeared
& conscious and amused, but the hittle folks jooked very
& grave, as if they were not at all sure of the joke.

Tt Christian Leader remarks . How grievous are
the wrongs inflicted by flippant Journahists writing 1n
ignorance respecung private character, No sooner
¥ did the newspaper paragraph appear relating to Alrs.
L Craik's will than some of these irresponsible scnibblers
% assailed her memory 0 the most malignant fashion,
E Why, they asked, had she retamed her penston after
¥ becoming a rich woman, while less fortunate Iiterary
¥ workers were starvaing?  This involved an utterly
gsroundless reflecticn on Mrs. Crak s character. I he
% truth is, that as soon as that lady found herseclf per-
fsonally independent of her pension, she set aside
g cvery penny of it to help those in her own walk of
Rliterature who were m need,

SHOULD the Queen’s wish respecting: the jubilee
fft be worthity carried out, the English poor of all
ffuture ge~erations will have reason to look back to
'this famous year with gaattade.  With a pood deal
of effurt a Woman s Jubilee Uffering of $350,000 was
zot together, and prescnted to her Majesty ; but, had
its ultimate destination been foresezn, there s good
Feasons for thinking that 1t would have been more
asudy collected, and have reached a far larger total.
§The Queen has decided that o shall be appropriated
o 2 scheme now being we ked out for improving
¢ conditon of the nurses for the sick poor. A
ommittee for Jhus purpose has been formed, and the
IDuke of Westnunster s at 1ts head.

Tur removal of Dr. Graham by death from the
bair of Church History and Honnletics 1 the
Enghsh Presbyteriaa College 1s hkely 10 result in a
ew distnbution of subjects amongst the teaching
aff. During the present session Church History
1 be taught by the Principal till the end of Janu-
ary, after that by Dr. Gibb, winle the class of Homi-
ucs will be conducted by Professor Elmslie In
Jicw of the state of the finances and the size of the
sollege, itis a question whathe, sume such arrange-
nent should not be adhered to for two or three years.
Fhere is reason to believe that the Commuttee on
inance are likelv to make 2 strong recommendation
that direction, and to deprecate mcantime any pro-
5osal 10 nonunate candidates for thg vacant char.
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Tors1o1 may be quixotic, but his is a sincere quis-
otism. In a recent tatk with a visitor to his country
bome the farmer-shoemaker-novelist-aristocrat said,
with an enthusinasm not to be assumed Oh, yes,
cvery day, according 1o the season, I labour on my
farm. 1 cut down trees, I chup wood, ' mov. Al '
and I plough  You do not know what . pleasure that
15.  You go along turning up the fress e .rih, tracing
the long furrows, and do not notice that one hour,
two, threc hours pass. The blood courses joyously
through your veins, your head is clear, your feet
scarcely touche the ground, and how hungry you get,
and how yau sleep afterward !

THE Caledonian Club, which has been founded in
Southampton  Street, Bloomsbury, London, for the
purpose of seceiving and belriending young men
and women from Scotland who may come to London,
was inaugasated lately  In the early part of the pro-
ceedings Lord Kicnaird presided, and afterward the
Rev B Alesander  Several speeches ‘vere delivered,
meluding one by Mr. Begg, who has a scheme in
hand for the enugration of a thousand families to the
lands of the Canadian Pacific Railway in British Co-
lumbis, and Mr John Murdoch, whose remarks as
to the deer raid in 1ewis did rat find favour with
the chairman, who cut bim short  “The new (lub 15
under the superintendence of M:r A. Robertson,
who for years was emplnyed as the agent of the High.
land Temperance f.eague, and his wife.

Tite Rev. J. Hudson Taylor continues to relate in
this month's CAina's Mitiion: the bitter hardships he,
with Rev W C. Burns, expericnced duning his carly
days in China. The sketch Jluses with an account
of a remarkable incident. After they had spoken one
day in the city of Ningpo, one of the histening crowd
said  “I have long sought for the twh, 1, and my
father before me. I have found no rest 1n Confuaia-
nism, Buddhism, Taoism . but I do find rest . what
L have heard here. Henceforth 1 believe in Jesus,
Afterward he asked Mr Tavlor how long the Glad
Tidings had been known in England.  When hLe was
told, “ Some hundreds of years,” he looked amaced,
“What *” he exclaimed, “is it possible, and yet you
have only now come to preach them to us? My
father sought after the ttuth fur more than tnenty
years, and died without finding it.  \Vhy did you not
come sooner >”

THE congregation of Kelso North Free Church,
associated with the early ministerial labours of Dr.
Horatius Bonar, celebrated his munisterial Jubilee
along with the jubilec of therr formauon as a
congregation recently, when a special service was con-
dueted Ly the Rev James C Rurns, D 1), Kurhlioton.
There was o large attendance, many belonging to
uther  denominations being present. 1. burns
preached from Fphesians iv 11, 12, As a congiega.
tion, he said, they were one of the very oldest, fur
they were older by several years than the Iice
Church wselfl  He remembered well Us. Bonar's
settlement in Kelso. Dr. Bonar's ministry was a
ministry eminent alike for its ability, its fidelity, and
its fervency of spirit. Since he left ihens, tnenty
years ago, what Dr. Bonar had done us a minster, us
an author, as an cditor, and as a poct—a Christian
poet he would leave to othess better enttled ang
wmore competent than he to speak of elsewhere at a
future time.

THE Liderator for December calls attention to the
fact that the Earl of Lonsdale, the Maiquis of Ailes.
bury, and the Duke of Marloorough, whose names
have of late been prominently before the public in
connection with certain cases in the law courts ang
elsewhere, are cach of them large owners of patron-
age in the Church of England. “ The Earl of Lons-
dale 15 stated to be the pairon.of no fewer than
forty-three livings, being, in fact, the largest lay and
unofficial patron in the country. The Marquis of
Aulesbury, st scems, is the patron of cleven bvings ;

-and the Duke of Marlbarough of nine 3 the names of
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all these bvings bemg given. The Lsberalor says
Here we have a total of sixty-three livings in the
g1t of three wndividuals whom no.Church but the
Church of Lagland would imvest with such authonty.
It 15 also puinted out that tins state of things 15 due
solely tu the fact that the Church of England 1s an
established, and nut & seif govermmyg Church ; and
that it would cease unmediately with disestablishment.

THE name of the Duke of Sutherland, says the
Christian IWordd, s an honoured name in the High-
lands, and 1t ought to be. Both the Duke and his
heir, the Marquis of Stafford, realize that he wealth
and power commiited to thems a trust.  ‘The tenants
on the ducal estate may well be envied by their less
fortunate brethren who hold of otlier landiords. Here
15 why, The comnussion appoited cighteen months
ago to re-adjust wrufters rents, and deal with the
question of arrears, has just issued its last report.
That the crofters were thoroughly justified in their
complaints 1s proved by the fact that the average re.
ductions of 1ent amount to thirty-one per cent., while
the average amount of arrcars cancelled figures at
fifty-four per cent.  These figures tell their own story
of cruel rack renting. (e estate only does not figure
on the Liack bist that of the Duke of Sutherland.
There, so far frum tinding eatortionate rents, the
comnussioners have actvally ordered an average
nse of mine pet veni. upun the reatal, while they have
no arrears to wipe oft.  This bright spot omy throws
its surroundings nto datker shadow.

ActouUNis are being sent from Lews, where the
recent raid on the deer forests was made, of most
distress:ny, puserty, tesulting partdy from the fact
that men returned penmiless from the cast coast fish-
ing, partly from an epidemic of measles, chiefly from
the dvision and subdivision of the crofts, There 1s
ovescronding in pour e townships  scattered
sparsely over leagues of country. Of arable land
there is no lack, of pasture there 1s plenty, but sheep
and deer have supplanted human beings, and now the
old stack seems to be dying on the ground. The
dwelliugs wie o tany cases saiher like the huts of
Esquimaux than lntish homes. It 1s clear cnough
that ncither the proprictors nor the country at large
<an settle the Hugliand yuestion by insistip - that
they obey the present lan.  As for emigration, the
first question to be ashed 1s whether the country wil}
support the pcople. So long as the people see so
many square mules lving about themn practically un.
occupied they will have diff:cuity i beheving that
there is not 1yrauny sumewhere, espeaially if they
are drinen to leave thewr nauve lanQ,

AN eloyuent youn,, juiest i Rome, Siva by name,
has left the Chiurch of hoe mamnly on doctrinal and
not poltial Lrounds.  le has been preaching with
great acceptan. ¢, and s attzacted great crowds,
Refernng ta this last gveny, the Dresayterian Messen-
£er says  The secessiun of a man of such mark has
oaturally caused a great stir, and called forth many
comments, in consequence of which Signor Silva hag
published a4 declaratior. statiug his reasons for leaving
the Romish Churdl, und cinbouying the substance of
his faith.  This deCaraiion has appeared 1 several
newspapers, and it was so mnch sought alter that the
copies in some .nstanees were unmediately bought
up, and cne newspapes punted the declaration as a
special sheet.  Signor Siva has become an ardent
student of the Yree Church College 1n Rome, and his
future career will be watched with the keenest inter-
cst by the friends of evangelcal truth in this country,
Itis a hopeful sign that he has patied company with
Rome ‘chicﬂ) on ductrinal grounds. This goes to
the very root of the matter, as was the case in the
Reformation of the uateenth century. A mere at-
tempt to reform aboses has never come to much.
Silva differs from Curct and Passaglia in that he has
at once taken the deaisive step of -separating himself
fronv. Popish communion, mstead of remaining within
W under the vain dea that he could secure somng
amendments n the system,



