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Square Churches, ahd tocall on the hrethrén for this purpose
as loug as may be nccessary.  Some delails of home
mission husiness were attended to. - -ROVERT MooDIR, Fres.
Clérk,

PRRSDYTERY OF P1cTou, —This Preshytery met at Stel-
larton on the 17th inst.  The principal business was the in-
duction of Rev, iJ . Turabull to the pastoral charge of the
congregation of Sharan Church of that place. In the
abscnce of the Moderator, Mr. Laird acted as Moderator
pro tan.  With him there were present Messes, D. I3, Dlair,
E. A. McCurdy, R. Cutbvming, J. R. Munroe, C. 8. Lord,
and G. T. Carson, numsters: and James McKay, J’O"“
Millar and John Johnstene, ruling clders.  The attendance
of the congregation was very large, the church being filled
to its utmost capacity., Meo Caison preached an excellent
sermion from the text, 2 Chron, vi. 1§, **Will God indeed
dwell with men?"” showing what God's dwelling with men
involved both on its divine and human sides, and indicating
how the church and its members should bear themselves 1n
view of the fact that Gud does dwell with men.  Mr. Blaie
delivered a most suitable and impressive charge to the
minister immediately after his induction, vrging the necessity
for cultivating personal holiness, arnd for cacreising fidelity
and tenderness in the preaching of the truth, as well as im-
Farlialily also in the administratiun of discipline.  After the

nduction services were over, the mecting spontancously and
almost instantly resolved itself into a social reception, with

the interim Modcrator of the Session, Mr, R. Cumming, in-

the chair, when all present pastook of the refreshments pro-
vided by friends in the congregation, and addresses of con-
k‘mmh\uon and welcome were delivered by the Chairman,

fessrs. McCurdy, D. C, Fraser, Robert Drummond, J. R.
MunroandC, 8. Lord, to which Mr. Turnbull responded most
heartily and happily. At the close of the service Mr. Turn-
bull was introduced to the members of the Session, and took
his place as moderator, and the managers handed him a
cheque for $275, being the amount in advance of the first
quarter’s salary. Mz, Turnbull enters upon his new sphere
with every prospect of usefulness. He comes to Stellaston
in the prime of life, with the ripe experience acquired 1n
other fields of labour, and commendea by warm expressions
of appreciation on the part of brethren in the munistry with
whom for the last nine years lie has been intimately associ-
ated at Fall River. He comes to a congregation which,
though cowpara.ively youung, has already, duzsing its twenty
years' history, gained an hunuurabls recurd; to a cungrega-
tion which, as was stated Tuesday evening by the Chairman,
has largely increased the amount of its contributions to the
Schemes of the Church even during the term of its vacancy ;
he comes to a congregation now well provided with elders,
six new members having beca added to the Session within a
few days. It i’ hoped, therefore, that the relation which
has just been established between him and this congregation
may not only Le abiding, but also fraught with much com-
fort and benefit to all concerned, A letter was read from
Ar, Allan, intimating his declination of the call from Scots-
burn, Hermon and Saltsprings. The Presbytery adjourned
to mect again on the secnnd Tuesday of January, in the new
hall of St. james Church congregation at half-past nine
o’clock.—E. A. McCURDY, Fres. Clerk.

MONTREAL NOTES.

IN connection with Knox Church there 1s a wvigorous
Tcmpemncc Souciety, which has been instrumental in accom-
plishing much good in the past.  On Friday last the annual
mceeting of this socicty was held, when the following were
elected office-bearers for the year: Hon. president, Rev. J.
Fleck, B.A. ; president, Mr, R. Henderson; vice-president,
M. J. McD. Hains; scc. treas., Mr. Robertson; com-
mittec~ Misses Brown, Gardner, Locke, McNab, Balie
and Sutherland, and Messrs. H. B. Picken, J. B. Picken,
Highmore, Wightman, llenry and Murdoch.  The sucicty
purposes this winter giving a series of public entertainments,
similar to those held in former years and which have been
deservedly popular.

Tar St. Mark's Church Young Peoplc’s Association gave
an entertainment on Monday evening of last weck in the
lecture. hall of the church, which was well filled.  The pastor
of the congregation, Rev. J. Nichols, occupicd the chair,and
au interesting and instructive lecture was dcelivered Ly the
Rev. Dr. Smyth, of St. Joscph Street Church, on *“ A Tour
Through France.” Mr. Nichols has devoted a great deal of
time latcly in connection with the cpidemic, in helping in
the relicf of the families of those afflicted and in the work of
vaccination. He has given 2 perstion of every day to the
latter, having vaccinated upwards of two thousand persons
thus far,

Tite, Rev. Professor Scnnfrer prcached on Sabbain week
i St. Andrew's "Charch, Quiawa, 1t the atnence of the
pastor, Rev. \W. T. Herndge, un his wedding tour.  Un the
same Satuath the Rev. j. Flech preached anmiversary
scrmons 1 Bank Street Chinrch, Uttawa.

AT its last.regular meeting the Presbytery of Montreal
appointed deputics to visit the several augmented congrega-
tions in the bounds, instructing them to use al} diligence to
increase the liberality of the pecple so as 1o reduce the

rants from the fund, to report at the January mecting.

bhe deputics are now engagred in this work. 1t is hopc'(gi,
in the present condition of the fund, that there will be such
increased liberality shown as to warrant a reduction of the
grant lo cvery congregation.  With the success of the
Augmenizlion movement is very largely bound up the exis-
tence of Preshytcrianisny, if noof Protestantism itself, in
many districts of this Province, If any Presbyterics should
fcel interested in this scheme, those of Moatzeal and Quebec
undoubtedly should. The impetes mven to the movement
by Rev, A, B. Mackay three yaars ago will, it is-hoped, be
followed up, especially in the congregaticns that have.so
largely benefited by it

Tiig Sabbath School of Taylur Church, which has been
closed for upwards of two months in consequence of the
¢pidemic, was tc-oycncd last Sabbath, It graufyingto knaw

" that most of the children are likely to return, about 150 being’
. present on the re-apening day. ~ The school is undet the

superintendence of Mr. }amcs Brewn, of Knox Church, to
_whom the Presbyterian familics in the east end owe a deep
tdeht of gratitude for his most unwearied and self-denying
labours in connection with this Sabbath school for many
; years,

Tue Mantreal Presbyterian Sabbath School Association
hold a weeting every month, at which this winter lectures
are Licing delivered on the several books of the Bible from
- which the International Sabbath School lessons are taken.
. A month ago the Rev. G. H. Wells lectured on “‘]nn:\h,"
' and last week, before a large audience of teachers and others,
the Rev. James Fleck lectured on ¢ Isajah.”  After refer.
ring 1o the character and work of the prophets gencrally,
Mz. Fleck spoke more particularly of Isaiah, his surroundings
and the tuues in which he lived. Speaking of the book
uself he pointed out the arguments for its integrity, classified
its contents and dwelt vpon its Messianic and evangelical
character. The lecture was most interesting and of special
value to the teachers present in helping them with the study
uf the Sabbath school lessons for the next few weceks.

. O~ Thursday evening Sir William Dawsnn delivered s
" seonnd lecture on Egypt in Relation to Rible History in Stan-
lc{y Street Presbyterian Church.  The Rev, Canon Norman,
of Cote St. Antoine, presided. The period dwelt upon was
that of Moses and the Israelites. It is hoped that this and
the preceding lecture will be published in pamphlet form, as
* they are valuable contributions to this important subject.

Tue Rev. Dr. Sinyth’s lecture on the * Mound Builders,”
was delivered before the Young People’s Association of St.
Matthew’s Church on Thursday night. The school hall was
well filled and the lecture highly appreciated.

THE first public meeting this session of the Philosophical
and Literary Scciety of the Presbyterian College, Montreal,
took place in the David Morrice Hall, on Friday cvening,
the Rev, R, Campbell, M. A, in the chair.  The programme

- was varied and was successfully carried out. Mg, \V, L.
Clay gave a reaaingin English and My, P. Cayer in French,
Mr. J. McLaren sang ¢ Nazareth,” and the College Quartette
rendered in fine style **God is Near thee” and ¢ Walk in
the Light.” Messts, Larkin, MacViear, Macfarlane and

ohnston compose the quartette. The debate of the even-
ing was on the question: That the interests of Christianity
demand the organic union of the Protestant churches.

, Messrs. A, Curric and J. McLaren argued for the affirma

‘ tive and Messrs. Baron and Waddell for the negative. The

" speaking on the whole was good, and the chaitman in his

i cfosing remarks commended the speakers on the ability they

. had displayed. Pnnaipal MacVicar reminded the large au-
dience that this was the anniversary of the opening of the

. Hall, and new college buildings three years ago, and voiced

" the feelings of all present in wishing success and a blessing

+ to the generous donor.

§a_bbatb School Teacher.

INTERNATIONAL L.EZSSONS.
Dec sf 3 }

% THE SUFFERING SAVIOUR,  {%s s
Gornex Text.—*The Lord hath laid on Him the
-iniquities of us all."—Isaiah liii. 6.

INTRODUCTORY.

This is the central portion of this most exalted of all the
prophecies. It has been the subject of 2 great deal of dis-
cussiun, because very much depends upon its interpretation,
Itis to the Jew a stumbling block. If.thc suffering Saviour is
meant, then their rejection of Christ isinexcusable, for in Him
this chapter has been most clearly fulfilled.  To the snfidel
also it is an insuperable difficnlty.  If this passage was writ.
ten seven hundred years before Christ, on what theory can
the accuracy of its predictions be c§phincd? Only on one,
.that the prophet was divinely inspired and that the Serip-
tures are true.

Ia no portion of the Bible, not even in the New Testa-
“ment, 1s theze so full a statement of the vicarious character
. of the death of Christ, It proves that ¢ He hore our sinsin
- His own body on the trec.”

EXPLANATORY,

This chapter ought to begin at chap. lu. 13. Inthe closing
verses of chap. lil. we have given briefly what is given
more extendedly in_chzp. lifi. There is to be a strong con-
trast in the Saviout’s life, itis said. s great as will be the
astunishment at the marted and anattractive appearance of
the Messiah, 5o great will be the astonishment at His suc-
cess. He shall spnoklc (cleanse; many natons, and kings
will be struck speechless with astonishment at the wonderful
things they shall sce and hear.

Itis not casy to give a topical division of this chapter,
cach verse deserving prominence ; but, for convenience, we
skall make a division.

1. The Unbelief of the Jews, ver. 1.—The prophet
Isaizh speaks about the smallness of the number that be-
lieved his own message or that of other prophets about
Christ. e morcover sees, away in the future, the fact that
the Messiah Himself would not be believed, and in John
- xii. 37, the rejection of Christ’s teaching is said to be a ful-
filment of this prophecy.

Zo wwhom 35 the arm, cte.—Who has been enabled by the
" Spizit of God to understand the q_ohwc: {or good in the Tes
" deroption purchased by Christ? The arm used as symbol of
power.

1I. Christ's Rejection, Suffering and Death.

‘Terder plant, ctc., ver. 2.—Asa sucker—a plant spring-
ing up from the root of a dead tree, in dry ground—hence
wantiog vigout-and comcliness, and unattractise to look

\

~upon, So Christ grew from the Jewish nation when in the
+last stages of decay—a dry ground and: without any of the
outward manifestations of royalty, etc., js0 beautiful to the
eye of man,

Before Him.—i. e., before Jehovah, who could see the true
character concealed from human cyes.

It is generally agreed that there was no Pb ical deformity
iabout Christ ; but that on the contrary, H c¥xsad a beawtiful
' personal appearance.  There is, however, no reliable record
iof what e looked like.

Despiced, ete., ver. 3.—~Tlow true! In lifeand in death
Ilc was disowned and dishonouted by the rulers of the
people, and at last by all, with a very few exceptions.

Hid . . our faces, i.e., as one before whom men hide theiy
Saces—asif repulsive to look upon.

Smitten of God, ver. 4.—His sorrows were regarded asa
martk of God's displeasure for His own sins whilst in realit
e was bearing thie sorrows of others. It wasour gn‘ﬁ;an
sorrows—that is, such as we ourselves would have to bear if
11e had not borne them.

Wounded . . | brusied ot ersushed . o o chastisement . . .
striges, ver. 5.—Dufferent words descniptive of the suffernings
of Chast, which were Iuerally fulfilled in Gethsemane, the
judgment-hall and on the cross, Al this was for the pur-
;:‘h:lx_sc of our peace and heaing, s.c., our restoration to
holiness,

Like sheep, ete., ver. 6.—A figure used by Christ Him.
sclf to illustrate how man has wandered away from the
paths of pleasantness and peace into the paths of sin and
sorrow and death.

Laid on Him, etc.—The punishment deserved by us was
1aid on Him,

Oppressed . . burdened with ill-treatment . . afféeted . .
or humblea Himsclf, and opened not His monuth, ver, 7.—
He did not revile again when reviled ; but was as meek and
submissive as a lamb when led to the slaughter, or asa
sheep before her shearers.

It is only by due appreciation of the greatness of the suf-
fering that we can understand the wonderful meckness. We
should take the example, and seek to bear our trials in the
same patient spirit.

By oppression and judgment He wwas taken away (R.V.),
vet. S.—He was cut off by an appearance of jusuce, It was
done sn legal form; but it was uppression aud a perversion
of judgment.

As for His generation wko shall declare 1t.—This1s a diffi-
cult passage, of which many interpretations are given. To
make it agree with the preceding clause some explain it:
**\Who can describe the wickedness of those people that cut
Him off2” Others find the explanation in verse 10: ¢ He
shall sce His seed,” that is, that His posterity, His spicitual
children shall be beyord computation. \Who shall declare or
number them ?

His grave with the wicked, etc., ver. 9.—That is, it was
anointed by His persecutors that Iie shoyld be insulted
after death by a burial in a criminal'’s grave; but instead of
that God ruled that-He shouid be buried in the grave of a
rich and good man, because He did not deserve such treat-
ment, ““He did no violence nor was there deceit in His
mouth.”

The work of atonement was finished on the cross, and
thetelore there was no more skame or gppression. Here, in
the burial of Christ, is the beginning of His exaltation. The
humiliation is forever past.

II1. Result of Suffering.—We now come to the joy that
aas set before Him, for which he suffered.

“Tt pleased the Lord to bruise Him, put Him to grief”
{ver. 10) lor the salvation of men; but it pleased the Lord
also to give Ilim the promise that, when that ‘work was
done, the sacrifice of 1Iis life given, then the reward would
follow. He shall prolong His days by the resurzection from
the dead and the perpetunty of this kingdom. His own satis-
faction 1n all His work was that He was doing the Father’s
will. * The pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in His
hands,” is the greatest blessing that can crown the life of
any man.

Skall see of the travail, etc., ver 11.—He will reap the
fruit of His labours. #e is reaping now, and rejoicing as
the work gocs on, and by and by the work will be complete
and he will be satisfied.

By His knowledge, cte.~It is by making Clirist Ewowen
that men shall be justified. They, by faith in Him, shallbe
clothed in Iis perfect rightcousness, and stand accepted
before God.

He gocs forth to conquer and He will lead many of the
great ones of the earth into His spiriteal service (ver. 12),

Again the zeason of success is given. It is because He
hath poured out His soul unto deatl,, was numbered with
transgressors, bare the .sin of many and made éntercession
for the transgressors.  Intercession s the Saviour's present
work. He is now exalted and recesving the reward of His
humiliation.

PRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS.

1. Has the arm of the Lord been revealed to ws?  Ifnot,
we cannot revezl it to others.

2. Noticc the cxpressions that teach the substitutionary
character of Christ's work, *‘ Wounded for our transgres-
sions,” cte

3. The small beginning bas the greatest results.

4. New when He is exalted and known, He is by many
wounded, ctc.

5. What a prospect when Christ is satisfied !

6. We shall then be satisfied, when we awake in His
likeness.

—

DUNFERMLINE United Presbyterian Presbytery has ar-
ranged.a plan by which a series of scrvices on the Sabbath,
and four week .evenings will be held, at which all the de-
partments of church fife and work will be considered., .




