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THE number of families reported in the Rlue Puek
last year was 68,421 ; the number this year is 21,833,

an increase ob 3.412.  The committee state ¥ with all
cmphasisand plainness,” that several congregations do
not report the number of their families and give it as
their opinion that sessions, deacons’ -ourts and
managers should know the number of families in the
congregations under their care ; certainly they should.
The number of single persons reported last year was
8,717 ; the number tais year 4,303, an increase of 676,
Three city congregations onc in Toronto, nne in
Quebec, and one in Montreal do not report the num.
ber of their families.  Six city congregations two in
St. John, one in Montreal, one in Ottawa, one in
Kingston and onc in Toronto—do not report the
number of their single persons.  If they do not report
them next year we shall be under the painful neces-
sity of naming these congregations as Dr. Torrance
doesin hisreport. The totai number of communicants
is 123,444, an increase of 5,114 The number added
this year by profession of faith was 9,036 ; by certiti-
cate, 4,997, being an aggregate of 14,033 The number
attending our Sabbath schools and Bible classes is
99,039, an increase of 4,6"8  As a number do nnt re
port, we might make round numbers and say the
church teaches a hundred thousand young people.
The number of teachers is 11,014, an increase of 242.
The number of ruling clders is 4,626, an increase of
160. The other oflice-bearers. deacons, managers,
bi-siness men who look after the finances, number
7,284, an increase of 330. The total number of pas-
toral cbarges is 873; vacances, 159, mmisters n

cl “rge, 714.

FOR several days “Canada's Great Show” has been
in full blast in Toronto, and Ontario’s great show has
been in operation in London. Both scem to have been
unasnally suceessful.  The enterprise, skill and wealth
of our people increass every year. Not many years
ago the number of exhibitars was small at a Provincial

=hibition. A few wealthy breeders from half-a-
dozen localities carried off all the prizes for cattle;
a few manufacturers monopolized the honours in their
department, and perhaps less than a dozen horse fan.
ciers owned all the tinc horses. Now the honours go
over all the country. ‘The unest animal on the ground
may come from a locality scarcely ever heard of until
its name appears on the prize-hst. Wealth 1s distri-
buted; enterpriseis general. Noris Canada a country
in which “wealth accumulates and men decay ”  We
might challenge the world to show a better-irformed,
better-dressed, hetter-behaved class of men and
women than those who met within the last few days
in Toronto and London. Old England could produce
a larger number of millionaires, but along with them
would be a larger number of paupers. A year ago
we heard a gentleman say tha! he had been on the
gwounds in Toronto every day au w:g the show and
had not seen one drunken man nor heard one oath.
Whatever politicians and cynics muy say to the con-
trary, the people are improving. Just here seems a
good place to say that the wel dressed mulutude did
not seem to be suffering from the *hard times” about
* which we hear a good deal.  We bhope none of them

say anything about “hard times” when the m.ssion-
ary collector comes round. Certainly there was nothing
in the appearance of the thousands who gathered in
Toronto and London to suggest “hard times,”

THE Inferior—a journal always conspicuously fair
and candid in dealing with the pulpit as well as with
the pew--says :

W~ have in this coustry every Sabbath a ‘;reat many good

germons, amd {ct we have very little good preaching, 1f
preachers woulil give lessattention to their topics and mote
to getting into sympathy with their audicnces, they woulid be
mote successful.  The want of pulpit power is largely in
what Paul called *“nterance.”  Garrick said that ministers
failed in the church while hie succeerded in the theatee, be-
cause they presental teuthas §f it was fiction, but he pres-
ented tiction asif it was truth,  Don'’t let the brethrea be
afraid of earnestness, It isan clement of power,
There is a great difference between “good scrmons”
and “good preaching.” A winister wmay be able to
put the best possible sermon on paper and be a very
poor preacher s it not probable that college training
tias a good deal to dn with the difference between good
scrimons and good preaching? The student puts his
college exercises on paper and reads them, when they
are written he looks upon them as finished.  His trial
sermons for license are writtc,, and read and his lec.
ture, homily and sermon at his ordination are also
wiittenand read. \What rore naturalthan for theyoung
man to think that the main thing about preaching isto
pat a good sermon on paper? What more natural
than to think that when he has put a good sermon on
paper the principal part of his work is done? The real
work of preaching begins just at that point. What
differcnce does it make to a congregation what a
preacher hias on his manuscript 9f he cannot deliver
it? Notonc in a thousand of them care a farthing
what he has on bis paper or whether he has a paper o1
not ‘They judge the man mainly by what he says and
how he says it, not by what he has written. Good
sermors are needed certainly , but good preachers are
not nearly so plentiful as good sermons.

Ox the subject of unrest in congregations, the Rev.
Mr. McMullen makes the following pithy and timely
vemarks: |

The peace of congsegations is very schdom wrecked over a
ﬁrcﬂt question. It is almost invariably over some trifle.

Vhen Satan wan.s to hold up the Chusch to public derision,
a great question would not serve his purpose.  He must get
the saints squabbling about ** organ ot no organ,” ¢ gown
or no gown,” *“‘black gown or white surplice,” ** Awmen"”
or *Amen ! A few carry on such contsovessies, and the
great bodi) of the people are pained, Can a system of
chich pality be devised which will render 1t impassible for
miniuters and people to cuntend about trifles ?

No system of church government can be devised that
will prevent ministers and peuple from wranghing about
such trifles. A fresh baptisin of the Holy Spirit is the
only real preventive. Men in earnest about the sal-
vation of souls never enter into controversies about
gowns and melodeons, “awmen” and “amen.” To
speak of remedying this evil by changing a system of
church polity is as absurd as to proposc to bring a
corpsr to life by changing the horses that draw the
hearse. The root of the evil is deep dowr in the
human heart. The only and all-sufficient remedy 1s
the power of the Holy Spirit.  When worslippers are
concerned chiefly about the power of the Holy Spint
in the congregation and tiie salvation of their own
souls, the souls of their families and of ‘their neigh-
bours, they will stop wrecking congregations about
trifles.  Mr. McMullen strikes the nail squarely on the
head when he says that Satan 1s at the bottom of all
these troubles.  Lep that fact be once fully recog-
nized and we have made considerable progress
towards a remedy. Hitherto the “wreckers?” of
churches about trifles have been allowed to pose too
much as heroes and martyrs who were willing to fight
or die for principle. The fighting has usually been
with b tter Christians than themselves and the only
thin,, that died was the good name of the congregation
in which the fight took place. A fresh baptism of the
Holy Spirit and a thorough awakening of ‘'the Church
tv her great mission of saving souls 1s the proper
remedy for all this pottering over tnfles.

THEe commission that has been taking evidence in
regard to the management of the Central Prison made
a tour through several of the neighbouring States and
visited a number of prisons there in order to obtain
information on the subject of prison discipline. This
was a wise thing to do. Our neighbours manage
their institutions well, and we may learn a point or

two from them. \We understand that the system of
giving indefinite sentences, which Judge Sinclair con-
demued so strongly, is in operation in several of the
best managed prisons on the other side. It m:-+ be
true, as Judge Sinclair said, that sentencing a prisuner
to confinement in & dark cell for an indefinite period
is not in accordance with theprinciples of sciemtific
jurisprudence.  Judges certainly do ndt sentence
prisoners in that way ; but the warden of a prison is
not a fudge. We cannot for the life of us see anything
harsh in putting a scamp in a cell until he promises to
pehave himsclf.  He can fix the limit of the sentence
himself. All he has to do is promise amendiment and
the punishment ends. He is far more likely to
promise to behave himself if no time has been fixed
for his rclcase than if he knows hie will get out at the
end of twenty-four or forty-cight hours whether he
promises amendment or not. Of onc thing the
Governient, the commission and everybody connected
with the investigation may rest assured : the people
of this Province don’t want the Central Prison madea
“ pleasant winter retreat,” wheee two or three hundred
scamps may feed well and enjoy themselves during
thic cold weather. For the insane, the idiotic, the
deaf, the dumb, and the blind in fact for all our
peopte who are not able to take care of themse)ves--
the rate-payers of Ontario are willing 1o make ample
provision. We support as willingly as any people in
the world the unfortunates who are unable to support
themselves.  But the honest, hard-working ratepayers
of this country do not propose to tax themselves any
more than they can hel}. to keep two or three hundred
lazy, idle blackguards in a life of luxury at the Central
Prison. There are thousands ot honest working men
in Ontario to«day who do not fare as well as these in-
solent scamps.  The fact that so many of them come
back a sccond time shows that they have little fear of
the punishment.

THE EDICT OF NANTES.

EARLY in the sixteenth century it seemed as if the
doctrines of the Reformation would find general accep-
tance throughout France. The revival of leaming
captivated many winds uninfluenced by spiritual con-
viction. To religious progress, with the exception of
Margaret of Valois and her spiritval director, the
Court was indifferent ; but it cagerly welcomed the
classic renaissance. Calvin and Beza with devoted
co-labourers endeavoured to eatend the knowledge of
cvangelical truth with a remarkable degree of success.
The representatives of the dominant Church were
carly alarmed, and entered on o contest for the sup-
pression of the Reformation, which might be said to
have culminated in the dreadful tragedy of St. Bartho-
lomew's Day.

During the present year on this Continent and in
Europe the descendants of the Huguenots are holding
commemorations of the eventful struggles in which
two centuries ago their ancestors were engaged.
Friends and foes alike concede that it would have
been immensely better for France to-day had the
tyranny and persccution to which the adherents of the
French Reformation were so persistently subjected
been of a less ielentless character. The best and
noblest blood of France, shed remorselessly, has left
an indehble stain on the annals of that nation. In
the protracted indignities heaped on successive gen-
erations, and in the final expulsion of her worthiest
citizens, France was guilty of a suicidal act, which
many among her own people are disposed to look upon
as irreparable.

The Huguenots were the precursors of civil as well
as of religious liberty.  The Republican idea, now so
generally entertained in France, was for 2 time cher-
ished by thosc who felt the repressive and unjust exer-
cisc of arlntrary regal power.  Their advanced views
in politics and rehgion necessarily aroused against
them the bitter hostility of a feudal despotism and the
relentless persccution of a corrupt Church.  They
grew rapidly in numbers and influence; but this only
made the conflict more bitter and determined.

Soon after the accession of Henry IV. to the throne,
they obtained in 1598 from that vacillating monarch
the concessions contained in the Edict of Naates.
Though this measure did not bring them all the relief
and protection they desired and were entitled to, they
continued to gain adherents and power until Louis
XI1V. began to exercise his h rassing policy for their
extinction. Onc byone their libertics were encroached
upon and their privileges withdrawn. They were for-




