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EASTERN GENERAL AGENT.
2%tr. WAiTrR KitAR-t0r man), ycars an ci'tceinscd elier

atour Cisurch-is tIhe duRy authorizci agent for Tai <'xN*.1b1A
PRSituy-tSiiAN. lie will cIlct ouistanulang actouais. antl
laite naines of ncw suliscriiaers. F rienals arc mas itcd to givc
mln>y assistance in their powcr I0 tiir. Kecrr in ail sise comgre-
galions lie May Visit.

TORONTO, WVEI)NESDA', sL'T-bRiEkt .

TIE number of .-siiilies reltni-telin rate Illue 11ajtik
last ycar sias 6,4,421 ; thse ntisher this >-ear la 71,831,
an inci-case 0l 3.412. The ciiiiiiiulec state is-its aIl1
cmphasis andi plainness," tIsat several caîngregalians do
flot report the number of their faniiis and gis-e it as
thel r opinion Usai sessionîs, deacons' -ourts and

managers sisouid ktsosv tise isuisber ai tailici ini tise
congi-egationa untier th-:ir cite ; ccrtainly tlsey sbosild.
Thse aumiber oftsingle persons repoi-tcd hast >car si-as
8,717 ; the number 1.515 >ear 9>,3413, an ises-case of 6Î(o.
Tbree City coagregatians ane ia Toronto, trne la
Quebc, and onc la riiontreail do tnt report tIhe aum-
ber of their famiUies. Six city cangregations tsso un
St. John, one in Montreal, anc la Oîîatva. anc in
Kingston andi onc in Toronîo-t4o not rcl.ott tise
number ai their single riersons. If tise> do, not reliait
therra nexl >-ear ive shahl Le under tIse paitufil racces-
sity of namniag these cor-giegations as Dr. Tori-nce
doesi labis report. Thse total numbcr of conmmunicants
iS 123,444, an increntseof 5,1t4. T'ise nutabcr added
this year by profession ai failli ias t?,o;6 . b1' certili-
cale, 4,997, bcing an aggrcga-te o! 4.033. The auniber
attcnding our Sabbath sçcols andi ilse crlasses is
99,05%, ai ncrease of 4,6"S. As -,a isnber (la nn i-c
port, we mighî akae rounsd numîhu-rç and say the
church teaches a litundred tbousand yoîîng people.
The nuniber of teacisers is t i,aî4, anr increast of 24-,.
The number ai ruling eiders is 4,626, an in..rcase of
u6o. The other oflice-bearers. deacons, managers,
Lt-siness in siho look alter tLe finances, nunîber
7,284, an increase of 3-,6. Tise total nunîber of pas-
tari carges is 873 ; s-acancies, a 59 ; îr.initsters ta
CI -ge, 714. ____

Fout ses-cral days IlCanadavs Gi-cal Shsosw" ias been
la fuli blast la Toronto, and Ontario's gri-ca show'. has
been in operation ia London. Iloti scemn ta lhas-e bec-n
unasualiy successful. The enterprise, skill anti sicaluh
cf ou: people incrcasL± evet-y >-ear. Not maay y-cais
ago the number or exhibitors was iaai atl a P-osinrial
Exhibition. A fes- ov-ealhy bi-ceders frein hait-a-
tiezen locahilies caried aff al] the prizes for caillej
a few manufacturer.- menopolizcd the honours ia theur
dcpai-tmctnt, anti perlsaps less ilIa a dozen liorte fan-
ciers owiscd ail tLe fine Loi-es. Nos' tise Ionours go
ove: ail thse countr-y. The %inest animal on the ground
nsay corne fi-rn a localiîy scarcciy ever lecarti of until
ils namne appears on tihe prizeisl. \Wcaitb îs dibtri-
butcd; enîcrpriscisgeni-ai. Nor s Canada a countr-y
la sshich "svcaith accumulates ajidaiea deca>-" WVe
siight challenge lise %voi-d to shows a bcîter-irformed,
better-dresseti, lîcîter-behaiveti eiass of mea and
sîoen than those who met wiîbin aile last feus days
in Torante andi London. Olti Engiasîti coulti produte
a large: asîmbe cf milliinaires, but .ilong ssitb thin
would Le a large: number of vauers. A yeas- ago
we heard a gentleman say tisa' Lie hadt been an the
g'.ounds la Toronto cyrr> day c : the! âhoi anti
l ai not seen anc drunken man fiai heai-t onc oath.
Wlsatevcr politicians and cynici Msay say to thse con-
t-as-y, tLe people are improving. Jusl Lere secms a
good place la say tiait tLe wel' duiesseti multitude titi

-net scem to be suffering fi-ont thse "b ard limes" about
whicb we hcar a gond deai. VJc b '-e none of them

say anyting bout '«liard lianecs" iscin the nision-
ar>' collector Clames routnd. Certainiy thec %vis noithing
iii thie appeal-ancc of the tlîousands %sio g.tticred in
Torontonni London to stiggest hIard liies."

TIIw Irnedti-a journal always coaspicuously fai-
nni s.andid in slcaling with the pisipit as %voit ils %villa
thse pcw.-- says

W- hwriii la Iis ctîuoîry ecry Salabath a great man), goodl
grravîa', and i e have vecîy litile gooi isteching. If
litrachers vooulil give le-s attcntion la 1icar topics fad flore
top gettiag fato emaiywiîiî thear audliences, (lhcyss<asl'i ise
murne iwucccs.ul. rhe wanl of laulpit w*et l is In ely 'ta
what P'aul callei I "iiîerarCc." tiarricit said thal nilnisters
.iilci in lte clîurcl wili lie succel in the thcatre, lie-

cause t>'-ý foreseateal trulli as if il %vas fiction, lait lie joies-
entel fiction as if il was truth. >on't lt thie iîreîlî:cn lot
afraiti ot carticstness. il is an clement of poswer.
*hre is a gri-c diafférence beissecîs "«goodl serinons
and Ilgood lprca':hhsng." A inilaibier inn>' be able to
put tic bcst possible sermon on papes andi he a very
poor priccer is iltit probatble tisai colkegetraiining
bas a good d1cal te do vitha tise diffécrenc-e bcîweni gond
serions ani gond parcaclîing ? 'use stillcnt puis lits
colige eserrises on piper ind rends tli-'in, svhcnl the),
rc wrîttca lie loks tapona thein as finisicd. i-is trial
serinons for liccase are svrittc. and rcnd ani lits lec-
turc. lîoînuiy ani sermon atI bis ordination are aiso
wr.ittc.aîitl rid. W~hat irai- natur-aîthan for ulseyounig
man tci îbink tisat tise main thing about pi-eacbing ita
jj «a gcxd( scri-on n piper? Whit more naturai
tîsan ino îiik tisat si-ien lie bas put a good sermion an
t>apcr the principal part of his wvork is donc ? Tise i-cal
wvork ofpr-caching begins jusî t thlait point. Wlsat
difféece Joes il make ta a congregation whnt a
preacher lias on bis inanusc-ipt if hoe cantno deliver
it ? Not one ia a Ilsousanui of themi care a firtliing
whaî lie bas on bis paper or %vliîcher lie lias a paper et
tint Irîîe> judgc tic mari iany by wvit hie s.-ys and
lîowv lie says il, tnt by what hie lias i-itten. Good
-ýerîiors air ncctied cci-taiaiy , but good preachci-s art
tnt nearly so0 plenîf fui as good sermons.

ON thse subjec o aiuni-est ia congregations, thse Rcv.
Mr. Me.Nullen makes tIhe tolloving pithy andi timiely
reissarks *

Thse peace of corigregations la -.et)- sciulom wreckecd avez a
gent question. il îs alinost invatiably os-er sornie trille.

Whca satan waa.s 10 isolai up the Clirch tu public dexision.
a grat qutsîion iwould not serve his purpose. lie must gel
the saint!i squabbling about *1 orgaîs .r no orçaop" ' gawni
or no gown." Il blackc gown or srhitle surplice,qa'l Awmcn "
or -1Amen "R1 A fewv carry on such contras-craies, andtihîe
grat body of the peopile arc paiaed. Uan a systea it
cl:iîch ixlii> bc deî-ssed wicli ili tender il impossible for
asini',lers anti people 10 cuntend about trilles?
No systeni of curch gos-crament can be devised tîsat
wibb presenî mainisters and peuple tram ws-angiing about
such trifles. A fi-caL baptîsin of the Holy Spirit istise
oniy i-cal pres-entive. 'Men in earnest about tile sal-
vatlon of souts neyer enter mbt controversies about
gowns and melodeons, "awmea' and "amen." To
spcak, of remedying this evil by chaaging -a system ot
churcb polity is as absurd as t0 pr-opose to bring a
corpsr to lite by chinging the isorses tisat drawv tIhe
hearse. The root of thse evsil is dc.:p dowro in tise
huinan heart. Thse oaiy and al.sufficient resnedy as
thc power of the lioiy Spirit. WVhex worshippers arc
conccrnied chiefly about the power of the I-ly Spirit
in tLe congrcgation and tie saivaluon of tlieur own
sous, the souis of their familles and of iheair neigh-
boutrs, tlscy %viIl stop wreckisg congregations about
traics. Mr. MIcNuRcn strikes the nati squarciy on tLe
liead svlsen lie says abiat Satan is at the bottom of al
lîsese troubles. Lek- that fact bc once fuily recog-
nized and we have made considerable progress
towards a reînedy. Hitherto tihe "'wreckers" of
cisurchs about ti-ifle!: havc becn ailowed 10 pose 100
inuch as bîerces and martyrs wiho were veiiling to fighl
or die far principle. The fighîing lia usualiy laeran
with b lier Christians than themrselves and the oniy
thin thaat died %vas tise gond name of tihe congregation
ia which thc fight taok place. A fi-cals bapîîsm of the
Moly Spirit and a tisoroughi awakcning of[the Cburch
lu bier gi-cal mission af saving souis îs the proper
rcmcdy for ail] Ibis potlering over trilles.

Tit commission Usat bas been takung ev-.dcace in
regard ta the mranagemenat of tise Centrai Prison mnade
a tour tbrough several of the neighbour.ng States ansd
visited a nusaber cf prisons there in order ta obtaia
information on the subject of prison discipline. This
was a wise tlsîng ta do. Our neighbours manage
their institutions well, and wve mnay Rearn a point or

twio front thein. %Ve undei-strind tisait tIhe systens or
gis'ing indeissite sentences, svbich Jîidge Sineir con-
dcmned so stroîgly, is in aperalion in sever.il of the
best iîsa-n.igcd prisons en thc olîser side. Il an-,- lx'
truc, as Jutige Sinclair said, liat scntcncing a lpri--,ncr
Ici confinecment in in dark cell for an indeinite period
le flot la a.ccordatnce %vitis lhelprlnciples of sceîtifit
jurisprudence. Juciges cei-tainby do nbI sentence
prisorners in that vsay - but tise ivarden of a prison is
isot.t.itudge. \Vc cannaic for the lite of uis sec anyting
li-rslî in pîitting a scîisip in a ccl isitil lie promises tai
ielsave lsiussselt. le Cia tix Isle Iittîlî ni thse sentensce
iiissci. AIl lielias 10 do is proîssise aiendir.cnî anti

tise puiibmcnit end. lie la tar mnore likcly la

promise ta besas-c hlsiself if fno lime lis bvecilfsiicul
for lus r4case tisai if hie kaowçs lic wvil gel out at tise
end of lwventy. four or forîy-ciglt isours wlictlsr bie
pîromises aisendmesît or ali. Of one lliing thse
Covcrn:iieiit,tlie cantsiîîission anti evcrybodyconnectcd
%v-illa thc investigation may i-est assit-cu lte people
of Ibis Provinc don't %vint the Central Prison Madica
Ipîcasant ivinler retreait," wviîee lwo or thce hutndrcd

saaips nsav fed welt aint cîîjoy thernsehs-es dss-lng
tise colti wicatiser. For tise insane, tIhe idiotie, thse
dear, the dinîb, ni tise tiliuditi a tact for aIl our
peoisie wlso are not able to take tire ai themso%\S---
llsc rate.payers of Ontario are svilling ta miake ample
provision. Wc supîport as ssillksgly as aay people la
tie svorli thse uinortunates svhonaie tanlable IC support
oîscisacves. But tise boitsest, hard- torking ralepay ers
af tbis country do not propose Iri lax tthemseNves an>
more Ihan tlîey cari lieu. to k-cep tiso or tîi-c lsundred
iazy, idie blackgua-ds la a lifé of Rixury attse Centrai
Prison. There are lhousands ai bioncît sorkhsg mca
in Ointatio le-day sîho do taot rire as s'.cl as lisesc in-
solent scaips. Tihe fact liait sc0 liany of tlsem corne
back. a second tisse shows liait tsey ]las-e uittle fear of
the punaisismeal.

TUE £I>DICT OF- NAA'TZ S.
Eà Rtx la tise sixtecaîh century it sccmcd as if thc
doctrines of tihe Reforisation svouid tiad gencrai accep-
lance Ilî-ougîtout France. Thie rcvis'ai of learning
captivaîcai massy mtinds uninfluenceai by spiritual con-
victiots. To religions progi-css, with tise exception of
Margaret ot Valois and lier spîritual director, the
Court %vas indifféet jbut si cagcriy wvelcomieth ie
classic renaissance. Calvtsi anti Beza %villa devoteci
co-labourers cadecavourcd too uencd thse knowiledge et
evangelîcai truts %viulla a reai-kable degi-c of succcss.
The: rcprcscntativcs of the dominant Church ivere
carly aniarmet, and catercai on -a contest for the sup-
pression of the Reformatuon, svhich nsigbî Le saiti ta
have culinateti in tise drendfui t-agedy of St. Bartbo-
Rornie's Day.

During the prescrit year on titis Continent andi ini
Europe the descendants of the Huguenots are holding
comnisesnorations of tise evenîful struggles in sîbich
two cealuries agoo thei- ancestors ws-re engaged.
Fricatis and focs aiLe coacede tbat it would have
been immenscly better for France to-day laid tLe
tyranay and persecuation la svhich thecadhercaîs ofîthe
Fi-ch Refor-ation ssere so persistcntly subjecîcd
beca of a iess iteetless character. The Lest andi
nobiest blooti of France, shsed remorseiessly, bai left
an indeluble staun on tIse annais af tIsat nation. la
the protracted indignsities lîcapeti on successive geai-
erations, and ia the final expulsion af her svorthies:
citizens, Fr-ance was guibîy of a sui'cidai act, sihich
mny aînong bier osvn people ai-e disposed to look upon
as irreparabie.

TIse Huguenots wcre the precursors of civil as svci
as of religiaus liberty. The RepubRican idea, xsow ano
generaliy catertaineci in France, sias for z lime cher-
isheti by tdaose wlio feit the repressive and unjust e-xer-
cisc of arbitrary regal power. Their advanced viewvs
ia polieis and religion neccessarily arouscd against
îhem tile bitter lîosîîlity of atcudai dcspoîism andt the
rcienticss pcrsc-culion of a cor-upt Church. Tisey
gi-ci" rapidby ini numbers and influentce; but 'Lus oaRy
madie the conflict more bitter and deterasincti.

Sean aller tLe accession of Henry IV, ta the lhrone,
thcy obîaincd la [598 tram that: vacillating monarcli
the concessions containedc in the Edict of Naites.
Though tisis mensure did flot bring thern ail the relief
anti protection'r thcy dcsircd and i-ci-e enîlîleti, they
continuedto gain atihercaîs antd power unl L.ouis
XIV. began ta exercise hais h rassing poiicy for their
extinction. One by onc their libetties were encroached
lapon and their pris'ilcgçs wilbdrasvn. Tîscyweyre for.
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