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O3UR 'ONqTfIBUTOEI,
TUE PA1CIFi~C PROVINCE.

NOTES F OM DRIITISHI COL'JMUBIA- VICTORIA, il.

MRh. EDITOR. - Letterà descriptive cf travel au2
scenerle arc se common nowadays, that oe aima
shrinks (rom attcmptlng te dcscrlbe vint the>' ha%
sec;, for no matter bovy Interesting it MIay scem i
the. tîne, ht la bard to conve>' an adequate Impressio
to the. re.xdcr. As there ls se Uie known lu Ontari
of the. Paciflc Province 1 am cmboldened ta Rive m
observations cf that lnttt.'csing part of car Dominloi
miade by a recent visit.

About the ycar 1858 the colon>' began ta bc scttleg
Immigration was very mach stimulated b>' the. gol
dîsceverles, and sculiers began te neur ln (rom Cal
fointa, the. Western States and Canada, and Othet
parts cf the British Empire In i 8 t the. portion c
the. Province known as the, Mainland vas forrncd Int
a separate colon>', then knevn cal>' as Vancouve
Island, but which. by royal consent, was knava alîci
yards as British Columbia. The area cf the Provint:
la about 350.000 iquare miles For a quarter cf
centulry British Columbia has attracted travellers ani
explorers frein ail parts cf theo vend, man>' cf whozi
have returned te their homes laden wlth the preclou
metals dug frein the bowels cf the. earth. This fai
Province is distant frein Toronto about 3 500 mil
and cati bc reached via San Francisco in a Utile ove
nite days, tiirec cf wiiich are occupied b>' stearnel
bctwecn San Francisco and Victoria.

Leaving Toronto by the. G. T. P. and Chicage Une
we started for the latter cit>', staylng therc ove

Sunday.CHICAGO

la the city ci the west, wbose ambition lis te rival Nciq
York, and judging fromn the appearance cf the. place
one weuld say that If life, bustie, and business enter
prise wiiI acccmpllsi it, the denizens cf the Empire
City' siiould succecd. To an easy going persan ftor
a country town like Toronto, Chicago on a Sundal
preents a wonderful appearance, in fact more like
a holiday ln Torante than anything cIsc. WlîihIn a
short distance of the cil>' a man vas ploughing, and
on one of the streets were abaut rooo men digging a
drain. The, saloonîs and thcatres vere ail open. 01
the. former there are about 400, and cf the latter fromn
fifteen te twenty.

TRI CHURCHMS
Tiiere are about 130 churciies cf the. vanlous dfnoml-
nations liaI are ta te found ln such chties. The
nuamber is proportlonately stnail when compared with
Toronto. Among th2 prominent preachers tiiere la
tic Rev Dr. Barrows,of the Flrst Presbyterlas Church,
vie on this occasion preached in the Central Music
Hall, and was at tbis titre giving a course cf sermons
an IlThe Famul>',» the subjcî on tuis occasion being
IlThe. Duties cf the. Wife," whicb, as might bc ex.
pectcd, drew a large audience, gond leoking and wl.
dressed ladies being i&rgely la the. majorit>'. Long
before the doors wcre opened a large nu-mber lidi
gathered, anxious te abtain admittance, and when the.
mninister appearcd on the. platiorin, 1 would sa>' tiat
tiiere were at lcast 2 S00 peo>ple present, wiie secmed
deep>' intercsted in the discourse. Dr. flarrows là
about forty.five Yiar cf ag«* with a rather yonthful
appearance, is an effective, pleasing speaker, and whe
in a cil>' like Chicago is "lIikely te draw." After
lcavinR Chicago we pase Omaha, wh=r a surn of tie
Rev. Dr. Hall, cf New York, is among the preminent
clergymen, and after a long znonotoncus ride we
reach the. Rochies. Thc highcst elevation la at
Shierman, over 8.ooo feet above the. 1=1. cf thc mca,
and wlth a train cf nine cars ve were going a: the
rate cf twcnty miles an bour.

SALT L.AKE cmy
was the next place visited, and la the capital cf Utah
Territor>', whicb, owlng to is beimg the iieadquatrs
cf Mormonism, has never yet becn reLfflgiztd as a
Statr. The cit>' lies saug>' at the base of the mena-
tains, and Is 'proptr>' tcrmed the IIVlley' Cîty!'
Although titre May' be snov on the rantflns,
flowers and vegetabes are in blom beicw. Tiiere la
a population cf about .oooo iD the cil>', cf whom a
large proportion prGfess the Mormon Luth, but
tiroughaut the. Territor>' cf Utah thc number of
Mormons is est.imated a: 120,000. Ticy own a large
pari cf th-- wcalth cf thc cil>', and are exclusive ia

their dealings, baying co-operattve stores, viiere thej
cau purchas. evr> article lie>' reqaîre. The. Taber-naclo vi e-. <bey wonsip holds an audience of Io000
sud me good are the acoustic properties thnt at thi

C. extreme end of the building 1 isardl My> escart drop
pin Inte bis hat, viien standing ln the. puipît.

.d Mormonlamn vas finit eatablisbcd ln New York
it wiicnce it extcndcd ta Ohio, and furtiier wrest t<
re Nebraska, until nov lis influence la feit tiougioa
lt tii. entiro Terrltory of Utah. Tic>' have cal>' a faim
n educated miniutera, but tbeir musslonaties are te it
e foand la every country. Tic>, are niaking converti
y te tiie system, and brlnglng theni ovcr te Salt Lake

1, .aty.SAN FRANCISCO,
1. reaciied on Saturday morning, la a cil>' of about 2oc,-
dl ooo, Inhabitanis, viiere are te b. found a large namberj. at Canadians, wia have been successfal la business.
r 1 met hemc the Rev. Mr. WViittirr, forairl cric Haifax
)j N. S., wie had just been called te a congregation ln
0 the. ci:>' cf Oakland, where tien. ls a population c0

r40,000. San Francisce bonuts cf havlng tic larges:
hotel ln the. vrorld, the "Palace Hotel," ici bas

e 1,500 bedrons. Cardasges even cati pasa Ito the
a lpterlor of the. building.
à PresbyterianIsm ls praspercus here, aitheugi the,
1 congregatiens are net large. Ia the marning 1 heard
s the. Rev. Mr. Salhb, cf the. Tabernacle, a youcg
r preaciier cf mach promise, and la the cveuing the Rev.
i, Dr. Gibson, cf tie U. P. Churci. Hîs theme wau
r IlTic greatest of these Is chanit>"' Dr. Gibson la aman of commanding eppeâraceand ils discours.

was fresi and farcible.
Tiirce days b>' steamer bringa as te Victoria, B. C.,

r situatcd on a peniasula on Vancouver Island. The
Island derives lis namo fromn Captain Vancouver, b>'
wiam It wau discovered la 1790. It is about 300
miles lang, and sixty iroad, and contains about 2o,ocosquare miles. British Columbia entercd Confeder-
alion la 187 il and aithougi the Canadian sentiment ia
net ver>' strcng, stili tii.> continue te grow ln nambers
and wealth, and are van!>' attachcd te Englisi instt-
tutioni. Tii. 'principal Industries cf tie colon>' are
mining, flsiiing and stock-raising ; tic beef'and mut-
ton are sait te be unexcelled. Tii. fisieeca are
ameng the ricicat ln the. world, the neare st approach
bcbng thase on ýhc Atlantic ceast, la the. Maritime
Provinces.

Tii. mairnn maire uder va>' as far as r,oco miles
up the. river. The>' welgi frein five te twenty.flve
poands, although I sav one caugi: la tie Columbia
river whici welgied sevcnty-four iornds. The, fising
season extenda [rom Apnil te, October, and the price
rues (rom five and a baif te six and a hall cents per
paund.

A ncw indusir>' bas been started thus year by a New
York capitalist, vie bas Inauguratcd a Ilrefrigerator
car compan>' " for conve>'ing fresi saimon freim tie
coas: te New York, uhere It 6an b. sold a: tirent>'
cents per ; iund, and wiiere a car Ioad cati be disposed
afti one da>'. The, salmon vil! b. packed in boxes ;
cacii car centaining a certain number cf boxes, vil]
be attachcd ta tie express train on the. Northern
Pacific R&aia, and wili reah Newr York iD six or
'Seven days.

Coal Is abundant, and cf excellent q.,allî>', and la
shlppcd la Large quantities te San Francisco, wiiere
1: is la grea dcmnand.

Cattle grazing la ver profitable ; tiie celebratcd"mabuch grass.,"îe be found on tie mainlaad souti of
flfty-fivedegrees, bas wonderful ieef-producing praper-
ties A butcher told me tint smorn f tiie cattle la
the. fait of the. year are toc, fat te kilt, and bave to bc
iield over till spring, tint they nia> bc rtducedl by tie
vinter.

VICTORIA
ls tie capital Mf thc Province, and bas a population cf
about 8.ooo, including Chinese and Indisas. The
climate la the mest dellghtful tint cati b, lmagined,
thre temperatumro ising above elgiîy, and seldicm
falllng under tourteen degrees mlxive zera, wilh cool,
refreshing nigiils Tiiere la: ver>' liu!. wlnter, and if
frost or snev multe thein appecaranc, 1: will bo on>' or
a day or tire, probably on!>' a few hours Victoria is
entirci>' free from theextremnes of the eastern provinces.
Gardcning commences in M'trcb, and wraIe hedges
of roses are te ira found in tie woods, fitling thc air
witi thein fragrance A gentleman vie, bas been a
resident for five years, told me tint qinc. iie aettled,th=er he neyer bard a peal o! thuader rior sa%7 a flash
cf llghtnlng.
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r VTlE SCENERY
arcund Victoria la splendid, particuheil>' the cardasge
drives. The roads are aUt m3cadamlzed, and ln first-
cIa,, order. Sometimes the. e>'e wyl catch tie ses,
tien agaîn a snov.clad moantala wuli rima Iota view,
wiis ail araund you nature Is diressed la her levelicat
attire, and me mach are the Victorlans atacid to their
charrnng littho cil>', tint tic>' wonder ver>' ranch wiyt Canadians, as ha>' cati them, de not flock thitier ln
larger numbers from thein lce.bound reglons. Thero

0Is a large mercantile business carrlcd <'n ln Victoria,
and a aunuber cf weaiti>', reliable iriolesale bouses,
delng a large business on the. malniand , large quanti-
tics of canned sermon arm sippcd te England.
Among thie promnent fims nia>' bc nientioncd Messrs.
Roert Ward & C«., who are aise provincial agents
fer tie Standard Lile Assurance Comupany', cf Edin-
bungi. Tie salmen freim the canner>' of Messrs.
Ewan & Co. are particaly fine, and bning higb
urices la the. London mnarkets. Victoria la aise tief h*,ad office for the. Province cf tii, Bank ef British
C 'lumbia,and cf minci Mr.WVm.CWard la tic e fficient
manager. The. Colomîit la the. Ieadiag newspaper,
ovned and cdlted b>' Mn. Higgins. Tii. Colonirf
I3lock la onc cf tic finest buildings ln the. cil>'.

CHINZSE LABOUR.
This question Is forcing Itscîf on tic attention of
politiciens, and muat bc faced squarely, as lie Orien-
tais are pounlng la bath (nom China and tic United
States. la the. present state cf mattm ers would b.
difficaît te get aloag vîthaut Chinamien. Female
help is ver>' Scarce, and commanda ver>' higi wagcs,
and Chinanien act as cooksanmd ioase servants, for
wici lie>' gel froin Sic te $22 per monti, and give
good satisfaction. Tic>' are aise largel>' emploed an
the raiway, -public marks, and aie. factonles, and for
some tima lbe extensive salmoa cannenes on tic Frasen
river vere largely run b>' them. No doubt tic>' bye
cheap>', Put ire often biame whit, people for belng
extravagant, and 1: la biard te draw the lune. At
preseat tic em-ployers cf ]-bout could Mi afford te do
vitieut tiier.

PRESBYTERIANISM.
Tiiere are tire good congregatlons bore. The congre-
gation of St. Andrew's la weaihy and proapeious, and
SÛRi retains lis connectlan viti tie Churci cf Scot-
land, from whmnl It continues ta receive substantial
support. Mr. Stevens, tic pastor, la a natlve et Scot-
land, and vas educatcd tiere. H. came te Victoria
about tince years ago. Me fa a mian cf pleasing
manners and good addresa. Mis sermons are concise
and thoaghtfal, givlag evîdeace cf carefai preparation.
The church edifice la neat and comfortabe. Tie
singiag Is excellent, bcing lmproved b>' the pleasing
tenez cf an organ. Tii. First Pres:Dyterian Church,
cf ici tic Rev. D. Gamie. vas pastor, la at present
vacant, the minister iiaving resigned white I vas in
Victoria. Mr. Gamie, la a native cf Ireland. HI-s
(atier was a respected eIder la Donegal Count>'. Mr.
Gamb'e la an cloquent speaker, and muci estcemed
b>' bis people. H. latenda returnlng te San Fran-
cisco. On a recent Sabbath tic Rev. Mr. Meldrutn
cf San Francisco, occupicd the. palpit. A graduateof
Kox Collcgc, Toronto, lic is an elcquetit precier,
and rellects credit on tie institution vhere boc-Celvcd
hls theological education.

Tic congregation ah New.Wpstmninste-r bias great
expectations cf Mr. McKay, vie bas been late>'
deslgaed te that field, and judgnR (rain tic manner
ln mich somne cf the mnembers spcak cf litm, 1 mas:
a> tint "la Unes have (allen la pleasant pl.aces2"

M>' relura trip vas nmade b>' tie I4othern Pacfic
Load, froin Portland, Oregon, wich is reacied b>'
boat from Victoria, tic: time occupicl it golng 4cros
Paget Sound belng a da>' and a aigit. Tii, train
leaves Portland ait weive o'clocc. noon, and reaches
Si. Paul, Mina., la about ainet>' heurs, tie distance
being neaI>' 2,00o miles. To give an idea cf tic
scener>' on li lino %eoald requin. powers cf descrip-
tion whlrh I do net pessess. Suffice it te sa>' tint ht
vii take the. finest scenery la Ireland, Scotiand or
Swltzeiiaad te surpias il. Tic building equipmcat cf a
lino of ralva>' tireugh suci territor>' te an unskilled-
observr would aeem amang tic impossibilitles, but
alter many delays, and after cvercoming rnan>' diffi-
cuitiez, the Nortiier Paciflo Railrcad is now a fact.
Tii.line bas splendid caches, with Puilman and
dlnisg cars attachaid. Having been bulît on the. most
lxnpnoed plana, ticy give te passengers cven>' pesible
confort ehould tuls .ine kecp (nec fromn Il asi-


