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SPECTACULAR displays of more than ordinary mag-
nificence have been held at Rome within the last few
weeks, Funeral celebrations have been held inhonour
of Flus IX. Grand masses have been sung and
princes of the Church have assisted. The funcral
gloom has given place to rejoicing.  The sixth anni-
versary of Leo XIIL's coronation was last week cele-
brated with splendid accessorics in the Sistinechapel.
‘The ceremontal is described as ¢ unprecedently mag.
nificent.” It is pretty certain it had no precedent in
primltive times.

‘THE singer of the Sierras, Joaquin Miiler, has been
glving his oplnions on the Mormon problemat Wash-
ington before the House Committee on Territories.
He characterized the Mormons as * Cranks and
Guiteaus”” He opposed repressive measures as only
tending to incite them to further lawless acts, lastead
of subduing them. Polygamy, he thought, was on the
dacrease, and be prescribed education as a panacea
for ali the ills from which the people of Utah suffered.
The Mormo..., as a people, in his opinion, were ex.
tremely ignorant persons, led by cranks and those who
had their own ends to serve, and all that was neces.
sary to bring them back to th2 pathsjof morality was
to show them their true condition,  If sharper methods
than those the popular poet suggests are not adopted,
Mormonism will become a hoary institution notwith-
standing the power of education. Education alone is
unable to cops with so radical an evil as that which
overspreads Utah,

THE Queen’s new book, which has given rise to
varied comments, has not yet made itsappearance on
this side of the Atlantic, Several extracts, however,
have appeared in the press. The following will be
interesting to our readers :—In 1871 the Queer wit-
nessed the Scotch communion service one Sunday at
the Crathie Church, near Balmoral. She writes :—
The communion is most touching and beautiful, It
impressed and moved me more than I can express,
It is imposaible to say how deeply we were impressed
by the grand simplicity of the setvice. It was all so
truly earnest. No descripti~~ can do justice to the
perfect devotion of the whole assemblage. I longed
much to join it. To see all these simple, good people,
in thelr nlce, plain dresses, including the old woman
in ber mutch, so many of whom I knew, and some of
whom had walked far, although they were in deep
snow, was very striking, Sines 1873, the Queen adds,
I have'pastaken of the communion at Crathie every
autumn,

LAST week’s papers contained an almost incredible
account of an act of religious p2rsecution, a parallel
for which could only be found in the records of the
Inquisition, A serious disagreementbetweena Roman
Catholic priest and a parishoner occurred at Coming,
Obklo. The precise nature of the quarrel cannot yet
be fully understood. One account attributes it to
what is called the parishioner’s *apostacy.” Other
' accounts contradict this, stating that there was no
doctrinal disagreement, Every version yet glven of
the painful affair admits that cne serious cause of the
quarrel was the part the priest played at a church fair,
where gambling, etc., was carried on under his sanc-
tion. The victim of the late atrocity persistently op-
posed the priest’s courseofaction. Therest followed.
Denunciation, the gathering of armed men, who
spirited away the obnoxious opponent of a holy falr,
his friends wamned off, and his exposure to cruel hard-
ships in a bitterly cold night. The wonderis thatthe
victim escaped with e, Ip any case the lotteryisa
mischievous affaly, and the church lottery worst of all.

THR proposal of Mr. Charlton to make seduction a
criminal effence has in a measure baen less fortunate
this session than it was last, Then it camried by a
majority in the House of Commons and suffered eu.
thanasia in the Sénate. This ticie it has not reached
the Senate at all. The Bill occupies & most anomal.

ous position. Its principle is accepted, and cannot be'

met falrly and squarely. The strongest ostensible
opposition the measure has had to encounter Is not
that it Is evil In itself, but its adoptlon might lead to
other cvils, therefore it is better to retain {n our midst
a certain and destructive evil, in cass its restriction
should lead to other evils, Even this has pot been
extensively repcated this time. The Bill has simply
been manaeuvered out of the House for the session.
The leader of the Government intervened with the
motion to postpore consideration of the Bill, which
Mr. Charlton pressed because the Premier’s proposal
meant the smothering of the measure for this session,
Sir John’s worst enemy would not venture to impute
lgnorance as to the result of his proposal. Mr, Charl.
ton and his Bill will cume agaln and coma to stay.

APART from the political muddie caused by rival
legislation, the temperance question bas had another
airing in the House of Commons. In moving the re-
solutions agreed upon at the Dominioa Alllance
meeting at Ottawa the other week, Professor Foster
made a most elaborate speech in favour of temperance
legislation, These resclutions are radical, declaring
in express terms that prohibition 1s right and the only
eflectual legislative remedy for the evils of intemper-
ance, He quoted largely from the published opinions
of moralists, statesmen, and members of the learned
professions in suppart of the cause he advocated. Of
course the fate of the resolutions in the Dominlon
Parllament can be easily anticipated. Public opinion
is not yet matured on the question of prohibition.
And ity interpreters in the House of Commons will
not 2speclally on this question legislate in advance of
public opinion. Therz are many reasons why they
should. We would not only be saved from some of
the scandals revealed by our election courts, but the
members themselves would gain much in self-respect
as well as in pocket were the custom of treating abol-
ished. Prohibition would be an effectual extinguisher
of this burning shame, It will come some day,

AT its last meeting, several members of the Pres-
bytery of Toronto spoke of the injurious influence on
personal religion of secret societles. The remarks
made, as might be expected, have given great umbrage
to the Masonic and other fraternities, some of whose
representatives have given expression to views that
will not tend to create a favourable impression of the
organizations with which they are concected. Personal
abuse and imputation of despicable motivesto such
men as Rev, D, J, Macdonnell and Professor Gregg
are felt to be entirely beside the mark. INeither of
thece gentlemen would bave made the obssrvations
they did urless they were persuaded that the position
they assumed was correct. Neither Masonry nor any
other institution can in these days claim exemption
from criticism, but such criticism should be fair and
honest. Mr, Macdonnell’s sincerity, and Professor
Gregg's honesty and prudence are sowell known that
it is & marvel why they should have been personally
singled out for personal misrepresentation. The Ma-
sonic body, like every other organization, contains
within its ranks good, bad, and indifferent. Men of al}
sections of the Christian Church areto befound within
it pale, but thereisno reason why it should be shielded
from honest criticism. In dealing with mysterious or-
ganizations, however, their critics should he thoroughly
acquainted with the facts on which their animad-
versions are based.

TRE Belfast Witness states that the preparations
for the approaching meeting of the Pan-Presbyterian
Council sre golng on vigorously and successfully under
the care of the Rev, Dr. Waltts, whose whole heart {s
in the business., Belfast has come cut well in the
matter of funds, having subscribed wearly $6,000
towards the expenses, while contributions from other
places bring up to a total of over $6,500, asreported at
the meeting of the committes. yesterday. Dublin is
about to make a begioning In the same direction., The
Maiden City, notwithstanding the fact that it has the
Gesneral Assembly to entertain next summer, will, we
are sure, do its duty, as it always docs; and Cork,
‘Coleraine, Ballymena, and other towns, will, doubt.

less, not be behind, e are specially pleased to no-
tice the particularly strong delegation whaich the old
Church of Scotland Is likely to send over to the Coun-
cll—Dr. Marshall Lang, of Glasgow, whom Belfast
people bad the pleasure of hearlng for the first time
last autumn, is 2 host in himself; Dr. Charterls will
bz a most able and welcoms co-adjutor ; Dr, Mathe.
son, of Inellan, Is one of the foremost men of the Kirk 3
and Mr. J. A, Campbell, M.P.,and Mr. Cuthbertson
will well represent the laity. Professor Godet Is com.
ing from Switzerland, and many representatives from
America and the Colonles, The meetings are in.
tended to beginon June 24th, and must be of surpass:
ing interest. If the rest of the country only does its
duty as Belfast is doing, they must prove 2 magnificent
success and do much to further the interests of Pres-
byterianism the world over.

THE Free Library has been auspiciously opened on
the fiftieth anniversary of the incorporation of Toronto.
‘The spacious hall, handsomely decorated, was crowded
to its utmost capacity. Many had to retire withouta
caance of witnessing the opening ceremony. Many
remained who were equally unfortupate. The spaces
withitn the hall were filled and the cornidors were
crowded. Tkte building has been reconstructed. It
seems admirably adapted for the purpose to which it
is now devoted. The ceremonial began with the de-
claration by the Lieut..Governor of Oatario that the
Free Library was now open.  Dr. Daniel Wilson, the
President of Toronto University, delivered an admir-
able and appropriate address. The Hon, G. W. Ross,
Minister of E.ducation, then addressed theassemblage,
remarking that free libraries were the proper comple-
ment of the Provincial educational system. Mr, Hen
derson, Oshawa, a studeat at Toronto College, ef-
fectively read the celebration ode. Rev. Dr. Withrow
then delivered an appropriate address, and Professor
Goldwip Smith, who was very cordially received, con.
cluded the more formal part of the procesdings with a
characteristic speech. Amid considerable amusement,
ex-alderman Hallam, chairman of the Board,who pre-
sided on the occasion with tact and ability,loaned the
first volume to the Lieut.-Governor, and others to two
of the oldest citizens of Toronto. Much praise was
deservedly accordzad to Mr, Hallam for the generous
and energetic manner in which he has conducted the
Free Library movement from its inception to lts suc-
cessful consummation. Prof. Goldwin Smith also paid
a well merited compliment to Mr. Bain, the librarian,

WEEKLY HEALTH BULLETIN.—The diseasa con-
ditions of this week are of a similar character to those
of last, both in nature and amount. A change, very
extreme indeed, took place in the temperature in tha
latter part of the week, and in this respect must have
produced very serious effects. It will be noticed that
Bronchitis, Influenza, and Pneumonia have all in-
creased.  As remarked last week, the relations of
Bronchitis with extreme cold seems closer than either
Ppeumonin and Iofluenza, Tonsillitls and Consump-
tion do not, as usual, show a marked change. The
two infectious zymotics affecting the respiratory organs,
Whooping Cough and Diphtherja, show in the cassof
the first a slight decrease, and in that of the latter an
increase. An illustration of the infectious nature of
Diphtharia has been given by a cerrespondent, where
two deaths from the dissase were caused in the follow-
ing way : ‘ A baker took a cat belonging to ong ot
the families affected with diphtheria out into the
country one and a half miles, and dropped it from the
waggon near a house by the roadside in whichiwere
thiee children under five years of age., The eldest
child took & fancy to the cat and continued to fondle
it for two or three days, when he was attacked and
died, as also did his littls sister.® Comment is un-
necessary. Regarding Measles and Scarlatina, noth-
ing need be said, furtherthan that neither occursin the
six most prevalent diseases in any District,and Mumps
is still present in small amouants. Amongst Fevers,
In ttent still prevails to about the extent that it
has during past weeks of the winter months, though
less thanlast week, It is noticeablethat Typho-Mala.
rial appears for the first time in many weeks amongsy
the twenty most prevalent diseases.



