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THE BOOK 0F JUDGE9.

The book of 'Judges" is characteristie,
presenting histories that certainly offend our
sense of propriety; delineating characters
far from those one would desire to see
copied. Samson is decidedly one whose
walk, judged by the morality taught in our
day, is far from being commendable; and
Jephthah's vow, by general consent named
rash, is not an example to be followed. 0f
Barak not much appears, yet from Judges
iv. 8 one would scarcely have chosen him
as a representative of men strong in faith.
Should it have required a woman's cali to
raise a man's courage that Israel might be
gathercd in a forlorn hope to beat back the
foe ? Yet the narnes do thus occur as mani-
festly pre sent to the writer's mind in review-
ing the great and faithful of Hebrew history;
monuments of faith and toil, fit to be in lime
with Abraham, Moses, David; to stand among
the great cloud of witnesses as it testifies to
the steadfastness of faith.

Are our theollogies too narrow ? Are there
to be found men within the overshadowing
of the rncrcy seat that by those theologies
would be hopelessly excluded? Must our
standard be lowered to the end that Samson,
whose lifè was not pure, may find his place
amiong the heroes of Christian remembrance ?
Does God's grace live where we would not ?

Let the history of these four of the judges
of Israel be briefiy told. The writer of the
book of Judges writes in an apologetic tone;
earnest, but app)arently with regret at the
wild and mixed character of his history.
Mark that sentence s0 frequently repeated:
Judges xvii. 6; xviii. 1 ; xix. 1; xxii. 25.
The state of society then is difficuit for us to
realize now; there must have been some par-
allel in the condition of England under the
frequent Danish invasions, when, e.g., Alfred
gathered his scattered friends together and
eventually obtained the victory. The Ca-
naanites were divided into tribes or clans of
inconsiderable might, as is plain from the
confession of Adoni-bezek that seventy kings
(chef tains) were gathered under his table
<ch. i. 7). Israel, too, was disunited; ««Judah
went with Simeon his brother " (i. 17), imply-
ing that ail the tribes did not join in indivi-
dual wars. Tribe would therefore live by tribe,
Canaanite with Israelite, in a state of perpetual
distrust. Israel the invader, and therefore
the object of attack whenever the native
inhabitants felt sufficiently confident of
annoying, yet constantly pushing her way
into the fastnesses of the place. Ch. i. 2, etc.)
tersely gives the true position of affairs.
Nearly ail the sea coast, the strongholds of
the plain of Esdraelon, and the rocky fortress
of Jebus were still in the hands of the older
inhabitants of the land. Such a state of
constant distrust and war was not fitted to
nurture the kindlier graces of the heart. No
central authority; each compelled to look
after his own. Even in worship there was
no temple. Deborah prophesied under "the
palmn tree of Deborah" (Judges iv. 5 ; comp.
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savage song Of victory graphically describes
the scene.

Gideon in like manner, at a ture Of future
straitness, by special voice was called to
champion bis people. In the defeat of Sisera
the hast effort of the old inhabitants to regain
their now lost territory appears to have been
put down. Now from the adjoining desert
the Midianites press on; tbe seed and growing
time are allowed to be peaceful (vi. 3-6), but
when the barvest is ready to reap the raids
begin. Israel becomes impoverished. Gideon
is now upon the scene; bis stern faith, after
having received special confirmation from God,
is seen in rejecting ail but three hundred of
the thirty thousand that first gathered around
his standard, and in hurling that little band
in the name of Jehovab against the Midian-
itish host. In the earlier overthrow of Baal's
altar he had manifes4ted what so few really
have-the courage of their convictions. Upon
the whole, there seems less ground for anapologetic tone in the case of Gideon than inthat of any of the othier judges wbose prowess
is recorded. We can readily read the hero in
him, though in the stern punisbment measured
out to the men of Succoth we disceru the
rough sternness of the time.

Samnson is not a lovely character; save bisgreat strength, ever used against the enemies
of bis people, there appears at first sightnotbing specially heroic in bis life. Lus lifewas not pure, and bis fail was the directcause of bis weaknese in virtuous ways. True,there was a grim humour pervading bis life.The turning adrift into the Philistines'
standing corn tbe foxes witb the firebrands
tied to their knotted tails, was not only
vengeance, but a droli prank on the part of agiant. Indeed, the name Samson indicatescisunny," bright, and the jocular vein is seen
in al bis migbty doings. Yet the twenty
years during which he judged Israel could nothave been exhauste,,d by the records we haveregarding him, the inference plainly heing

thtby those doings the Philistines wererendered comparatively harmless, and those
twenty years of comparative peace wereenjoyed through the means of one man. Peacepresents few records; none the les is it trulygreat and good. The real history of righteous-
ness is often that of uneventful sowing besideahl waters. The connection of xvi. 1 withxv. 20 inake plain that under Samson Israelhad rest until the strong man, forfeiting bisintegrity became weak as a child in the bandeof bi s es Most frequently the cultivation
of mere physical strength does not makesensitive the moral faculty; giants in muscle
are not thereby made 'giants in heart andmi. Samson must therefore be judged bythe rude times in whicb he lived, the situationof bis tribe, and in light of those peculiarities
of temperament most generaîîy associatedwitb possession of jigantic strengtb. Thusjudged, we shall fin much to commend, evenfollow. His strength was ever exercised uponbis country's side, or in the redressung of awrong; and we must not forget that in theabsence of a central authoruty, eacb man be-cornes the avenger of bis Own wrong, and hewho thus redresses a private wrong from atroublesome neighbour us really a publicvindicator and benefactor: this was Saeon.-

sacrificial fire. Our living poet bas caught
the spirit of the daughter, which is but the
reflex of the father's: -

di y God, my land, my tather 1 thesge did movO
Me trom my blis et lite, that nature gave ;Lowered sol tly with a thre.told cord of love,
Down to a silent grave.

IdWhen the next moon was rolled iet the skyo
Strength ame to me that eqnalled my deire;

How beautitul a thing it was to die,
For God and for my sire 1 "

The deed was hateful, but the spirit ehich
yielded an only child-the entire surroundings
show tender attachments-was a spirit Of
heroic trust.

I can account for the enroîment of these
names on this roll caîl of faith upon the
principle nominal Christianiity is too pronet
forget, and which pressed upon the narrow-
hearted Rabbis the truth tatd"other" tha»
Jewish outcasts are to be gathered inl. For
those of us to whom Christ is preachedy and
upon whose acceptance Hie is constantlY
pressed, no excuse cal, be urýed that will free
us from the dread responsibilit of rejectionl
By our light we shail be j digea f o s
diI carvnot believe," after having earnestY

1sought, I can only say, God demands 1nOt
impossibilities; but if you speil cannot bY '1
latent wiil not, you cannot complain if upo»'
you should faîl the weight of eternal dan'»5'
tion. But no man bas a right to be as severe
with another as with himself; not that, he i9 tW
allow compromise with evil. Samson's ust is
hateful exceedingîy; it was the wreck of his
life, and the tale of vengeance is siinpiY toîd.
We are not at ail concernedwjth any attelt ¶
render the proceedings narrated in id Judge$.
less hateful than they sbould appear ; lult 1
debasing, superstition cruel; but the mnbr
amid and moulded by such surroundings w"'Y
be at heart loyal to truth and supreneY
trustful in the God they have made therO"
2 Cor. viii. 12 states a rule of God's judgirlen9t
The widow's mite weighs more in eternitY
balance than the wealtb of the wealthy hat
lesslygiven; and the rugged,ofttimes nlist~'
faith of those whose entire surroundinge1 are
against moral growth may have a trUer
upon God's mercy than the sleek respecta
which bas no uincerity or usefulneàs t' O'
mend it. Judged by their light and net
Gideon, Barak, Samson and Jephthah ha'e
been deemed worthy of a place where nafloeo
of worth alone are found. Judged by 0"et
ligbt, "'shahl we among them stand?" RenleTi
ber our outward standard is not theirs, bnt
such as Christ bath left us. There îSak»
in Israel, known; is laws of love, 1uercYtruth are before us-"« As ye have reeîvedp 00
walk," remnembering that God judgethanoaccording te mere outward seeiig. (O
judgeth froin outward appearalce,
judg"th froin the heart.

May we be enabled to stand that all-869<b
ing test !-CJanadian Independent.

ASSURANCE.

Our salvation depends on the nei o
work of Christ, and His, truth ini telling S"Oit. But Icannot judge of Christ's truth bY
lookiýg inte myown heart! I mayfifluW,, be-I 1eiv ; u-i orhn8t
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